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BOARD MEMBER ELECTION AT JULY MEETING 
by Rosemary Barry 

The Acres Reporter 
 
 

brought to you by  
AuSable Acres  Property Owners’ Association 

 

An election will be held at the AAPOA General Member-
ship Meeting on Saturday, July 2, Three seats are up for 
election. The three year term seats are currently held by 
Jim Phillips, Rick Bremer and Pete DeFina each of whom 
are running for reelection and whose bios are below. 
Nominations can also be made from the floor at the meet-
ing. Only members in good standing may attend and vote.  
 

Pete DeFina  
A friend of mine and I originally bought 
the house in which my wife and I now 
live back in 1982.  Within a few years of 
the initial purchase the other couple 
decided that they did not want to con-
tinue to drive up here from Long Island 
and we agreed to rent our house to 
year-round tenants.  To make a long 
story short, after many years of owning 

a partial share of a house we never visited, in 2005, my 
wife and I bought out the other couple’s share.  We com-
pletely renovated the then vacant house and once again 
began using it as our vacation house.  
     We began spending more and more time in the Adiron-
dacks—skiing, snowshoeing, golfing, kayaking, hiking, 
and camping.  As a couple it soon became obvious that 
this was where we wanted to live.  Since my wife’s retire-
ment in 2010 AuSable Acres has become our permanent 
residence. 
     I am completing my second 3-year term as a member of 
the Board of Directors and I’m seeking reelection.  Cur-
rently, I serve the Board as its membership chairperson 
and secretary.  I strongly believe that Board members 
should play an active role within the Association and that 
would continue to be my pledge to you. 
     During the last 9 years of my teaching career (I retired 
in 2006) I was the full-time president of my teachers’  un-
ion.  In that capacity I learned the importance of being fru-
gal with the dues money of our membership.  I consider 
being fiscally responsible to be an essential component of  
running any organization which is supported by the hard 
earned money of its members.   (cont. on page 6)   

PAVILION CONSTRUCTION ALMOST COMPLETE 
by AAPOA Board 

     Loyd Brewer, Phil Dooley, Pat Hanley and Joe 
DeMarco have been busy building our new Pavilion at 
Lake Eaton. Construction started the first week of April 
and should be completed in June.  We are thrilled to add 
the Pavilion to the AAPOA amenities and want to thank 
everyone again for their contributions to this project  
Look forward to using the pavilion at our July picnic! 

Framing almost complete 

Work in progress 

Loyd Brewer hand tooling the beams 



     I hope this letter finds all of you 
well and ready to enjoy a spring and 
summer in the beautiful Adirondacks 
and especially AuSable Acres. I 
would like to write about why the 
AAPOA exists. I occasionally hear 
that people think all we do is “have 
picnics” and “sue people”.  It is true 
that we sometimes do both of those 
things. The picnics are a great way 
for people to meet their neighbors 
and have some fun at Lake Eaton.  
They aren’t just for our members, 
although, we hope to have more 
members as a result.  As for lawsuits, 
during my five years as president, 
the AAPOA only initiated two law-
suits. They arose as a result of viola-
tions of the deeded Covenants & 
Restrictions which bind all property 
owners. Both were settled success-
fully. We try to always resolve any C 
& R issues before they get to the 
lawsuit stage and are usually very 
successful.   
    Okay, so why do we need an asso-
ciation? 
     If you look back at the history of 
the Acres, you will see that the roads 
were originally private. The Town of 
Jay, who collects our taxes, had 
agreed, in theory, to convert the 
roads to public roads and assume 

maintenance and plowing services 
once AuSable Acres was established. 
In the mid-seventies they refused any 
responsibility.   It took many years, a 
lot of negotiating and yes, a suit or 
two, for the Town of Jay to take over 
the roads. The AAPOA played an es-
sential role during that entire process. 
     Another, more recent issue, oc-
curred when JLKN purchased all the 
land that wasn’t originally part of the 
subdivided AuSable Acres. Since the 
original deeds guaranteed the perma-
nent use of the trails, lake and tennis 
courts to owners, the AAPOA, with 
Loyd Brewer as our president and 
John McAlevey as our attorney, had to 
make sure those rights were pre-
served. We succeeded. We continue 
to enjoy access to those areas and we 
have developed a very good relation-
ship with JLKN.   
     The deeded C&Rs must be enforced 
in order to maintain a quality of life 
and property values we all wish to 
have. The AAPOA board sends letters 
to people who are in violation and the 
violation is usually corrected in a 
timely fashion. Sometimes our lawyer, 
Tom Murnane, needs to send a letter. 
     The Architectural Review Comm. 
works with every owner who wishes to 
build any structure in the Acres and 

follows the Architectural Require-
ments which can be found on the 
website.  There was a period of years 
when they weren’t enforced so you 
may see homes that do not comply. 
Today, though, new structures are a 
pleasure to see. They enhance the 
Acres and add to the value of every-
one’s property.  
     As you know, we maintain the 
trails, lake front property and tennis 
court for our members. Currently, 
we are beginning the final construc-
tion phase of the new Lakeside Pa-
vilion. We often work with the Town 
of Jay, our water company, Charter 
cable company and other businesses 
that are involved with the Acres.  We 
deal with the police and county at-
torneys when we have vandalism. 
Many owners get in touch with con-
cerns, too, and while we can’t solve 
all the problems, we try to do what-
ever we can or refer the owner to 
someone who can help them.  
     This seems like a lot of service for 
$55 (or $25 for a lot) a year in dues. If 
you are someone who thinks you 
don’t need an association, I hope 
you reconsider. We can do more and 
are stronger if we all work together.  
Please join the AAPOA. If you have 
never been a member, please make 
this your first year. Your dues money 
will be put to very good use. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
by Rosemary Barry 
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Trail Maintenance Day  May 7   8:30AM  

Roadside Cleanup   May 21  9AM 

Year Rounder’s Dinner  May 26  6PM 

General Membership Meeting July 2    10AM 

Summer Picnic   July 2    2PM 

Roadside Cleanup   Aug 20  9AM 

AARCH AuSable Acres Tour  Aug 27  10AM 

 Note: additional information is listed on our website and Facebook pages.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015 HOLIDAY DECORATION WINNERS 
by Rosemary Barry 

     This year’s winners of our annual contest were: 
The Bower family at 134 Scenic Point Lane, the 
North family at 55 Cedar St. and the Ware family 
at 150 River Road. They each received a $20 gift 
certificate for Mad River Pizza in AuSable Forks. 
Congratulations! Thanks to everyone who deco-
rated their home to make the Acres look very fes-
tive!  A big thanks go to this year’s judges, Frank 
and Barbara Signorelli.  
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AAPOA Committee Reports 

 ARCHITECTURAL 

Joe DeMarco, Loyd Brewer and Jim Phillips 
make up the Arch. Rev. Comm. They review 

all plans submitted and work with the property owners so 
there are no misunderstandings once construction be-
gins. Once a plan is approved, a building permit is issued, 
which is valid for one year.  No tree removal or land clear-
ing should be done before a permit is issued.  All the 
forms and instructions can be found at the top of the 
AAPOA website under “Governance”.   

 TRAILS 
The trails committee is hosting their spring 
trails day on May 7.  Meet in the Lake Eaton 

parking lot at 8:30 am.  Email Paul Longenderfer plon-
ge1[at]gmail.com to volunteer or with any questions. 

SECURITY PATROL 

The AAPOA organizes a security patrol of vol-
unteers who drive around our neighborhood 

at some time each day, depending on the volunteer's 
own schedule. The volunteers check that all common 
areas are in order and that our neighborhood is without 
apparent problems. This year Pat Levine is coordinating 
the security patrol schedule. There is a small core of vol-
unteers who patrol but many more are needed to make a 
workable schedule and have everyone do just one week 
or part of a week.  The patrol is in effect all summer, end-
ing at Labor Day and takes about one hour a day. Differ-
ent sections of the Acres are patrolled each day in addi-
tion to the common  areas. If a volunteer encounters a 
problem, 911 is called. The volunteer does not get in-
volved. If you can volunteer, please call Pat at  917-941-
4618 who will answer your questions and sign you up. An 
active security patrol helps reduce vandalism. It is an im-
portant service, so please volunteer. If we don't get 
enough volunteers the security patrol will cease to exist. 

 PICNIC 

Each year, the AAPOA sponsors a summer 
picnic (this year on Saturday, July 2) for all 

our members.   An event like this takes many volunteers 
and we’re soliciting your help.  Volunteers are needed 
for many things including setting-up the tents, cooking 
the food and clean-up after the picnic to name a few.   
Please email Paul plonge1[at]gmail.com if you’re inter-
ested to meet new people and help plan the  picnic. 

 ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 

The roadside clean-up committee is hosting 
their spring clean-up on May 21.  Meet in the 

Lake Eaton parking lot at 9am.   

Our members are hard at work volunteering for the AAPOA committees.  Here’s an update on their progress.   To learn more about 
the committees including contact information to volunteer, go to www.ausableacres.org/committees 

 YEAR-ROUNDERS’ DINNER 

Welcome in spring with your neighbors by 
attending the AAPOA Spring Year Rounders’ 
dinner.  This year’s dinner will be held at the 

Hungry Trout Restaurant in Wilmington.  Some fun and 
"get to know your neighbor" activities will take place 
with door prizes to win.  There will be a 50/50 raffle as 
well so spread the word and don't miss out on this year's 
exciting event.  The menu will consist of a beef, chicken, 
or trout option and includes dessert.  As in the past, 
there will be an open bar before dinner. The cost is  
approximately $25 per person.  The date is Thursday, 
May 26th. Open bar from 6:00-6:30, dinner at 
7pm.   Watch for an email from MaryAnn Dee as the 
time draws closer to choose your dinner options.  If you 
don't think Mary Ann has your current email address and 
are interested in coming or you want more information, 
please contact Joyce Phillips at 518-354-9635.  

 TENNIS 

For the last five years Tony Germano took 
care of the tennis court. He weeded, cut the 
grass outside the fence and swept the court. 

Tony was great but, unfortunately, he and Diane have 
moved to the south.  We wish him all the best and thank 
him for his work. Now we need someone who is willing 
to help out with the care of the court. Please email presi-
dent@ausableacres.org if you can help. Thanks. After 
this year it is recommended that a resurfacing be done 
to keep the court in good condition. If you would con-
sider adding a donation to the tennis court to your dues, 
it would help defray the cost of this necessary work. 

 PLANTERS 

The next planting will take place in June.  
Anyone interested in helping should contact 
MaryAnn Dee madee[at]frontiernet.net after 

May 18th.  Anyone who can clear the barrels of winter 
greens after the thaw is welcome to do so. 

mailto:president@ausableacres.org
mailto:president@ausableacres.org


neighbors explored after the work 
crews left for the day. The crews 
knew how curious we were so they 
left the keys above the front door so 
we could enter and explore.  This 
was a year round playground and we 
were all on vacation. 
     Spring was mud season, with no 
paved roads. If you came for a week-
end and were reluctant to drive in 
the mud, the AuSable Acres crew 
loaded you into their truck and 
brought you to your home, free of 
charge. 
     There was no phone service! If 
need be, the office would take mes-
sages. Someone would drive out to 
relay the information to you. When 
it finally came, all phone service was 
party line.        
 
(more of Virginia’s story included in fall newsletter) 

homes were built further back, liter-
ally in the woods.  With map in 
hand, we explored on our own and 
found Red Fox Lane which was quiet 
and had a nearby stream with a cul-
vert under the road to allow for the 
flow. 
     The vacation homes were all cha-
lets or A-frames, homes with a Euro-
pean flair, no huge log homes then. 
These were second homes for those 
loving nature, fishing, hiking and 
skiing. Lots cost around $4000, 
closer to $6000 for river front. Our A
-frame was considered large, 24x32 
feet. A few hardy souls lived year 
round back in the woods. 
     The homes were built by AuSable 
Acres crews. The houses were set 
back from the road, with trees left 
to maintain the “forest feeling”. 
Every time a new house went up the 

     People often ask what the Acres 
were like “in the beginning”. Here are 
some musings. We discovered AuS-
able Acres in the summer of 1971 
while in Lake Placid. “AuSable Acres, 
Your Vacation Dream House in the 
Adirondacks” read the ad on the paper 
placemat. Saving the placemat, it 
took us two attempts to find AuSable 
Acres. We have never regretted taking 
the second scouting trip. John Eaton 
was the developer. We met Dick 
Shampeny, builder, Polly Andrews, 
secretary, and salesman Urgil Douglas 
and were taken for a tour starting at 
the lovely Kitzbuhel area. It was close 
to the main road and an easy ride to 
Whiteface Mountain.   
     We had our hearts set on an A-
frame but were told that Kitzbuhel 
was for “year rounders,” and no A-
frame could be built there. Vacation 
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Adopt A Road:  As we mentioned in the last newslet-
ter there are many roads in the Acres and twice a year 
for a cleanup doesn’t seem to be sufficient. There 
have been several people who have already adopted 
roads.  (See last newsletter on the website). If you are 
willing to adopt a road, send the president an email 
and you can take part in keeping our area’s roads in 
good, clean condition. 
 
150 Lot Project Update:  Since the last newsletter 
there is both bad news and good news to report. The 
bad news is that since taking over the project I have 
found that we had only 69 properties filed with the 
county. The good news is that since then we filed 10 
more properties, for a total of 79.  Of those 10 proper-
ties seven members included their home plus another 
lot(s).  We still have a long way to go to get the neces-
sary 150.  If you require more information about the 
project, please visit ausableacres.org under 
“Governance” where you can read about it and 
download the necessary forms. Please remember 
there is no cost to any individual.  You can call Doug 
Barry at 518.217.8519 with any questions.   

Charter Comm:  The lines have been installed 
along all roads in the Acres. Individuals interested 
in learning about the service packages, charges 
and installation costs should contact Charter di-
rectly.  They have been doing the installs in the 
Acres since December, 2015. The phone number is 
877-684-9760. 
 
New Water Tank:  Forever Wild Water Company 
will begin the tank installation in a few weeks, once 
the contracts have been signed and the contrac-
tors become available. Over the last few months 
Bret Keeney worked with John Johanson on a land 
swap that will make the tank installation simpler 
and less expensive. It also means the new tank 
won’t be directly behind a home on Summit as 
originally planned.  This land swap is complete and 
the documents will be filed with the county. The 
redesign due to the land swap is complete  and 
approved by the NYS Department of Health. The 
old tank will remain in place until the new tank is 
up and working so we won’t be without water. 
 

HISTORY OF AUSABLE ACRES (first published in Dec ‘06) 
by Virginia West 

http://ausableacres.org
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membership application form in this 
newsletter. 
     The AAPOA is very active at im-
proving the quality of life and main-
taining home and property values 
within the Acres.  Here is a short list 
of some of the things we do:  We 
keep the hiking/skiing trails clear of 
debris and safe for all residents to 
enjoy.  We maintain several right-of-
ways giving river access to residents 
who like to fish the AuSable River.  
We maintain the two restrooms 
across the street from Lake Eaton 
and maintain the lawn and area 
around the lake. We are in the proc-
ess of completing the Lake Eaton 
Pavilion—it will be completed in 
time for our 4th of July lakeside pic-
nic, to which everybody is invited!   
     We hope that you feel being a 
member is worthwhile.  We certainly 
speak with a stronger voice when 
we have as many members as possi-
ble. 

     The AuSable Acres Property Own-
ers’ Association is a voluntary organi-
zation.  Every calendar year we must 
start at zero and completely rebuild 
our membership.  Luckily, we have a 
solid nucleus of owners who support 
the AAPOA each year with dues 
money-- as of April 1st we have over 
220 paid members!  Just as important, 
many of these people also volunteer 
their time performing a myriad of 
tasks that make our organization so 
viable. 
     If you haven’t already done so, 
please consider becoming a dues pay-
ing member for 2016 (the mailing la-
bel on this newsletter will have a ’16 
on the label if you sent in your dues 
money prior to 4/1/2016).  Look for 
the membership form in this news-
letter.  And, if you have some extra 
time please also consider volunteering 
at one of the many tasks that we per-
form—there is a list of work commit-
tees looking for volunteers on the 

Please note:  If you sent in your 
dues money after 4/1/16 your 
name may not be listed in this 
newsletter as a paid 2016 mem-
ber or be reflected on the mailing 
label as a current member.  How-
ever, if you have received your 
2016 membership card, regard-
less of the names listed in this 
newsletter, please understand 
that our records have you listed 
as a paid in full 2016 member. 
 
Thanks for your continued support! 

HAVE YOU JOINED AND PAID YOUR DUES FOR 2016? 
by Pete DeFina 

Please Note: 
The AAPOA no longer gets new owner 
information from the Essex County pub-
lication called “The Bugle”.  The county 
has discontinued publishing “The Bu-
gle”. It is now more difficult to find out 
names and mailing addresses of new 
owners in a timely manner. We send out 
informative new owner packets when-
ever we learn of a new owner. If you 
know of anyone who has purchased land 
or a home in the Acres, please contact 
Rosemary Barry at president[at]
ausableacres.com with the information.  
 

If your mailing address changes, please 
email the above address with the new 
information so you will continue to re-
ceive the newsletter.  Thank you. 

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS 
by Rosemary Barry 

The AAPOA is very happy to welcome these new owners to the Acres 
since our fall, 2016 newsletter: 
 
1. Charles & Joyce Willson - home at 97 Scenic Point Lane 
2. Martin & Patrice Robinson - home at 44 Butternut Lane 
3. James Nally - home at 28 Beech St. 
4. Richard & Laurie Conney -  home at 81 Evergreen Lane 
5. Peter Harmon, Jr. - home at 39 Dogwood St. 
6. Stephen & Susan Yarad - home at 9 Gooseberry Lane 
7. Amy LaPierre - lot on Alder St. 
8. Richard Short - lot on Sawmill Rd. 
9. Scott & Andrea Bruce - home at 315 Sawmill Rd. 
10. Paul E. Baldwin - home at 40 Dogwood St. 
11. Mannette Graspointner - lot on Sawmill Rd. 
12. Sarah & Jordan Sauter – home at 60 Gooseberry Lane 
 
All of your neighbors are happy to have you join our community and 
wish you many happy years in the Acres. We hope you will become 
members of the AAPOA this year. 
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     One mild Sunday in mid Decem-
ber Loyd Brewer, Phil Dooley and 
Vern Gonyea did a job at Lake Eaton 
that has been needed for quite a 
while. The alder trees along the 
shoreline by the playground and 
bocce court have been spreading 
further across the lake front and 
would eventually completely elimi-
nate it. These hardworking volun-
teers cut the trees, chipped the 
branches and hauled everything 
away. The birch trees were left and 
now the lake is visible from the road. 
If you get a chance to take a look at 
their work, you should. We are so 
lucky to have such willing AAPOA 
members for these tasks. It seems 
that as soon as one project gets 

done, another pops up. There 
are now a few trees that have 
fallen in the lake area which 
will need to be removed. 
     I want to thank Loyd, Phil 
and Vern for all the work they 
did. If anyone is interested in 
volunteering for projects like 
these in the future, just send 
me an email to                           
president@ausableacres.org.   

a few years purchased 10 acres of 
land in the town of Fabius, NY both 
having a love for the outdoors. From 
there, we proceeded to fulfill our 
dream of building a log home. I nearly 
single handedly constructed the 
home on my “off” hours from my full-
time position as a draftsman at 
Carrier Corp.  
     In Fabius, we took advantage of 
living near two state forests and sev-
eral ski centers. I was on ski patrol for 
17 years at one of those local centers. 
Through all the busyness of home 
building, career and family, I would 
always feel the pull of the trails of the 
Adirondacks. I have climbed 44 of the 
46 High Peaks, many of them more 
than once. I always feel a deep appre-
ciation for the natural beauty of the 
awesomeness of God’s creation espe-
cially here in the Adirondacks. I am a 
graduate of Canton ATC where in 
1975 I received a degree in Mechani-
cal Technology. I worked for National 
Grid as a Computer Analyst, manag-
ing their CAD system.   We decided to 
look towards retirement and made 
the North Country our home. In the 
spring of 2013 my wife and I began 
construction on our new home in the 
Acres. 

My union position also taught me a 
host of other organizational skills— i.e. 
solving member-related problems, 
evaluating the needs of the organiza-
tion, deciding upon effective ways to 
move the organization forward. I will 
continue to use these skills if reelected 
to the Board of the AuSable Acres  
Property Owners’ Association. I thank 
you for your consideration of my can-
didacy.         
 

Jim Phillips      
I am James L. Phil-
lips, born and 
raised in Marcel-
lus, NY. My child-
hood has many 
fond memories of 
exploring the 
woods out in the 
back of my par-

ents’ yard and beyond. That is proba-
bly where my love of the nature be-
gan. From there it expanded to spend-
ing time on the Finger Lakes, espe-
cially Otisco Lake that was not far 
from my Marcellus home.   My wife, 
Joyce and I married in 1977 and within 

     We did most of the work our-
selves and now live here full time.  
It would be a pleasure to contrib-
ute to our new community in the 
Acres by the giving of our time and 
talents to make it a better commu-
nity in which to live.  
 
Rick Bremer      

My Family and I 
have lived in AuS-
able Acres since 
1975 and I 
have practiced 
family medicine 
in AuSable Forks 
for the past thirty 

nine years.  During that time we 
have lived thru the impassable 
mud of spring, ice storms and the 
sub zero winter. In has been an in-
teresting journey and we still enjoy 
the Adirondacks !  For the past year 
I have served on the  board and I 
am willing to continue in that posi-
tion. I have been impressed by our 
board members commitment to 
preserving the beauty of our natu-
ral surroundings. If re-elected, I will 
continue working toward this goal.   

    

LAKE EATON SHORELINE CLEARED 
by Rosemary Barry 

BOARD MEMBER ELECTION  
(continued from page 1) 
by Rosemary Barry 

Tree cutting in progress 

Afterwards, a clearer view 

mailto:president@ausableacres.org


and adversely impacts the living 
situation of the neighborhood.  
     Copies of the draft document 
were distributed at the July and Oct 
2015 member meetings and an over-
view was included in the fall 2015 
newsletter and is also posted on our 
website.  Interested members can 
review the document and contact 
the Board (president@ausableacres.org) 

with any concerns and/or potential 
revisions. The Board is attempting to 
finalize the document and present to 
the membership for a vote to ap-
prove it at the July 2, 2016 General 
Membership meeting.    
     A copy of the proposal can be 
viewed at www.ausableacres.org/
incidentalbusiness 
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INCIDENTAL OR HOME BUSINESSES WITHIN THE ACRES 
by Pete DeFina 

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS 
by Carol Greenley-Hackel 

     2016 has been a year of change at 
the Town of Jay. Supervisor Archie 
Depo is settling in as he takes over 
after longtime Town of Jay Supervi-
sor Randy Douglas resigned his posi-
tion to take an appointment offered 
to him by the NYS Governor’s Of-
fice.  We wish him the best in his 
new career and thank him for his 
many years of dedicated service to 
the Town of Jay and Essex County. 
     We welcome Councilman Chad 
Garcia and Councilman John Shel-
drake, newly elected to fill empty 
seats vacated by Councilman Gerry 
Hall, who retired after twenty years 
of dedicated service to the constitu-
ents of Jay and Councilman Depo, 
who as you know, is currently our 
Supervisor. Councilman Tom 
McDonald now acts as Deputy Su-
pervisor in addition to his duties as 
Councilman. Councilwoman Amy 
Shalton has been busy with her 2016 
appointments as Chair of the Audit-
ing Committee, Parks and Recrea-
tion Committee and Co-Chair of the 
Revitalization Committee. 

     More goodbyes came as the result 
of resignations from two key em-
ployees in the Town of Jay. Chief 
Water and Sewer Operator Chet Pul-
sifer has moved from the area and 
taken a position with a Highway De-
partment in Florida.  Paul Mintz, 
who was Chet’s assistant, has 
stepped up to assume Chet’s posi-
tion.  Susan Richards, Clerk to the 
Supervisor and Budget Officer has 
also resigned her position to pursue 
her great love of music and the arts. 
We wish them every success in their 
new endeavors. 
     Some projects taking place 
around town include an engineering 
study being conducted on the Rome 
Dam. This study is key in the deter-
mination of whether to lower the 
dam or breach it in the upcoming 
years.  We will have more informa-
tion on this important project as the 
study continues to unfold. 
      The New York Rising Committee 
and the Committee for Long Term 
Recovery Strategy have held regular 
meetings to formulate an approach 

to most effectively protect, enhance 
and improve our community and its 
infrastructures as we continue to 
recover and rebuild from the flood-
ing and destruction that were the 
result of Hurricane Irene.  
     We celebrate the Charter Broad-
band Project completion as many Au 
Sable Acres residents can now enjoy 
the benefits of this improved broad-
band connection service. 
     Due to collaborative efforts be-
tween county and local officials the 
Town of Jay has been the recipient 
of two major grants; a grant in the 
amount of $200,000 to be used for 
construction, reconstruction and 
improvements to the Community 
Center and a second for $54,000 to 
rehabilitate and enhance the Rec-
reational Facilities in the Grove Sec-
tion of AuSable Forks. These grants 
are in addition to a $400,000 grant 
for renovations to the AuSable Forks 
Volunteer Fire Station. 
     We encourage you to contact our 
local officials and attend our meet-
ings as we move onward and upward 
as a “New York Rising Community”.  

businesses have changed dramati-
cally.  Today, many people operate 
businesses out of their home with no 
need for a “store front” to sell prod-
ucts, nor any impact on the residen-
tial nature of where they live.   
What the Board is seeking to do is 
write a clarifying language that ad-
dresses how we will interpret this 
section of the C&R’s in future years.  
It is not an attempt, in any way, to 
prohibit any specific occupation or 
business of a person(s) living in the 
Acres.  Rather, it is an attempt to 
identify if, or when, someone’s busi-
ness/occupation improperly impacts 
the residential nature of the Acres 

     The Board seeks to develop a 
document outlining a clearer under-
standing of a section of the Cove-
nants & Restrictions (C&R’s) dealing 
with the commercial use of property 
within the Acres.  That C&R states: 
“No commercial use of the property 
shall be made except that property 
or building may be rented to private 
families for private use.”  The C&R 
does not further define the term 
“commercial use.”   
     We understand that the intent is 
to make sure that the Acres remains 
a residential community.  However, 
since the 1960’s when the C&R’s 
were written, the nature of many 
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     New to the Adirondacks and to 
Adirondack Architectural Heritage 
(AARCH), I went out for a visit to the 
Acres one crisp morning in January 
to meet with Rosemary Barry—not 
quite knowing what to expect. As 
AARCH’s program director, I look at 
places across the Adirondacks and 
work to find ways to share the sto-
ries of people through architecture 
and landscape, for in our built envi-
ronment therein resides the stories 
of ourselves and how we live, work, 
and play. Perhaps this might take 
the shape of a tour, a lecture, a 
workshop, or an article. AuSable 
Acre’s story is distinct—and through 
its design and its architecture today 
one sees how this community came 
together, starting in the early 1960s. 
     In mid-century America, following 
the rise of the automobile and tour-
ing vacations, amid the post-war 
boom for middle-class Americans, 
the concept of a second home was 
appealing and attainable; as Chad 
Randl in his book A-frame, says, “it 
was the era of ‘second everything,’ 
when postwar prosperity made 
second televisions, second 
bathrooms, and second cars 
expected accoutrements of the 
middle-class American life”.  
     The Acres, a planned recreational 
community, the brainchild of lumber 

mill-owner John Eaton, epitomizes 
this mid-century, middle-class 
dream: a place where average 
Americans could own a “leisure 
home,” be it for, as an early 1960s 
Acres’ brochure stated, “vacation, 
retirement, or as an investment”. 
Today, the Acres still strongly 
represents its original design and 
community concept. From Swiss 
chalets, to rustic log cabins, to petite 
A-frames, and shed-style 
contemporary homes, the Acres’ 
architecture helps tells the story of 
the people who live, recreate, and 
call the Acres their home or home-
away-from-home. Your story is an 
incredible one.  
     Adirondack Architectural Heri-
tage, a historic preservation non-
profit, offers forty public tours in 
the summer and fall across the 
Adirondack Park, to educate and 
advocate on the architecture, 
local history, and stories of the 
people and places in the region. 
One of our goals in the work we 
do is to show how places, be they 
architectural landmarks, vernacu-
lar homes, whole neighborhoods 
or planned communities, are in-
credibly important to telling the 
story of who we are and where 
we came from.  This year, our 
tours highlight mid-century archi-

tecture—as buildings built in the 
1966 or earlier are now “coming of 
age” as historic—and should be 
recognized as significant to telling 
the American story and our 
architectural history. We are thus 
delighted to be offering a tour to the 
Acres this summer on Saturday, 
August 27th. Many homeowners 
have expressed a willingness to 
share their spaces and stories with 
attendees, and we could not be 
more thankful for this! If you’re 
interested in being a part of our tour, 
please contact me at 
karyn@aarch.org or by calling 518-
834-9328.  

the Barkeater Trails Alliance, and the 
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation to commemorate National Trails 
Day in the High Peaks and the Wilming-
ton Wild Forest.  Everyone is invited to 
participate in this free event.  On Friday 
evening, a social gathering is held at 
Adirondak Loj in Lake Placid.  On Satur-
day, June 4, participants will work on 
trails projects, such as the multi-
purpose trails off of Hardy Road in Wil-
mington, the trail up Cascade Moun-
tain, the trail to Marcy Dam, and the 

National Trails Day is a nationwide 
event held on the first Saturday in 
June every year to celebrate trails 
in North America.  AuSable Acres, 
of course, has its own wonderful 
trails and will celebrate on May 7 
(see committees on p.3  for more 
information).  This year the Adiron-
dack Mountain Club (ADK) is team-
ing up with the Adirondack 46ers,  
 

trail through Avalanche 
Pass.  There will also be a guided 
ecology hike around Heart Lake for 
children and families and a hike up 
Wright Peak to assist the summit 
steward.  At the end of the work 
day on Saturday, there is a volun-
teer recognition dinner, with deli-
cious food, live music, and 
prizes.  Go to ADK.org for a detailed 
description of projects and to regis-
ter.  One can also register by calling 
Adirondac Loj at 518/523-3441. 

AARCH TOUR COMES TO THE ACRES 
by Karyn Norwood 

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY 
— JUNE 4 

Historical Acres Marketing Brochure 

mailto:karyn@aarch.org
http://adk.org
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AAPOA THANKS OUR 2016 MEMBERS 

Please note:  If dues were received after 4/1/16 your name will not be listed in this article or reflected on the newsletter mailing 
label.  You’ll receive your 2016 membership card in the coming weeks and that indicates we have you listed as a 2016 member.  

Charles Adams  Joseph DeLuca  Aaron Hannah-Albon  Maria Marino  Thomas Selzner 

Steve Albert  Joseph DeMarco  William P. Hanson  John F. McAlevey  Worth Shampeny 

Michael Ales  Steven Diaczuk  Shawn C. Hayes  Robert  McDermott  David Shapiro 

Richard H. Altieri  Amy Dillenback  Glenn Helmett  Kevin McDonough  Steve Shumway 

Anthony Amato  Marc E. Dillon  Michael Hendricks  John Mehrman   Donald Sidat 

Richard Apelt  Matthew  Dobbs  Kristin E. Hoeh  Julie Mercier  Frank Signorelli 

Dorothy Bacon  Alexandre Domingue  Mark J. Holowach  Menilyn T. Merrick  Richard G. Simpson 

Dennis Bakos  Philip Dooley  David Horstmann  M. Munir Mian  Annalis E. Simpson 

Gary Barlow  Alex Dos Santos  David Hyman  Steven W. Miller  Leonard J. Smith 

Douglas Barry  Frances L. Driscoll  Mary Ilacqua  Harry Moresco  David J. Snare 

Richard Beam  Steven J.  Duclos  Jim Jacob  Robert Moriarty, Jr.  Robert St. Yves 

Reginald Beatty  Gregory W. Dyczko  Thomas Jegen  Joseph Murphy  Gary R. Steinberg 

Rikki Bennett  Cory Egglefield  Jae Jewell  James Nally  Hanns Streuli 

Josh  Bidelspach  Kenneth Eicher  JLKN Acres   Anthony Napoli  Donna Strickland 

John E. Bottini  John Eng  William Johnson  Brian O'Grady  Ernst F. Stroebel 

Eugene Bragoli  Erick Engeholm  Claudia Kasserra  Gregory Peacock  Paul T. Svec 

Helen M. Branigan  Robert Engstrom  Dennis P.  Kasun  Megan M. Pecha  George M. Sweetman 

Richard Bremer  Edward Erdige  Katherine Kim-McDonnell  Geogianna Pellegrini  William Taylor 

Todd Byrns  Robert  Farkas  Martin Kirschenbaum  Jeffrey Perry  Gary Thornhill 

Joseph Caccamo  William Farrell  Dobrin Kolev  John Philo  Dolores Tromblay 

Michael C. Caffrey  James Ferullo  John F. Kovacs  Robert F. Platt  Cecil R. Trueblood 

William Cain  David Finnegan  John J. Kroll  John Plunkett  Anthony Tyler 

John Callahan  Kenneth J. Fisher  Frank Krueger  Stanley J. Polcyn  Carlos Valverde 

Elinor A. Callahan  Norman P. Fivel  George Lamy  Diane Ponzio  Alexander Vasil 

Tom Campanile  Rich Fleischman  Roger Lancellotti  Ken  Proulx  Julio Vasquez 

George Carroll  Marjorie A. Flint  Stephanie Landis  Robert Pulsifer  Donald Vicaro 

Susan Carter  Keith E. Ford  Robert Lange  Carol Reynolds  Richard F. Villa 

Chad P. Casey  Douglas Fox  Romain Lastere  Sandra Richards  Frank Vizard 

Stephan Cassise  William Frieman  Larry Lee  Ramon Rivera  John J. Vuz 

Louis P. Castaldo  Aaron Gagnon  Vincent Lehouillier  Roger  Robidoux  Robert W. Wainwright 

David B. Chandler  Krista Gebel  George C. Leiper  Martin Robinson  Frank Walter 

James P. Ciesielski  Mark Geller  Ronald Levine  Ernesto R. Roche  Marta Ward 

Salvatore P. Cioffi  Laurie George  Cliff Lewis  Charles Roller  Glenn Watt 

Thomas C. Colabella  Giovanni Giornalista  James C. Leyhane  Marco Romanelli  Eric Watterud 

Marie  Colalucci  Edward Giroux  John Lindemann  Mark Rowland  Robert West 

Richard Conney  Vern Gonyea  Oscar C. Lirio  Stacey Rowland  Linda M. Westcott 

Lynn Corriss  Mannette Graspointner  Leondard G. Lisacchi  Angelo Santana  Eugene Williams 

Frank J. Culross  Greenheart Corporation  Philip W. Lobo  Robert Santasiero  Victor Williams, Jr. 

Karen A. Curren  Thomas Grogan  Paul  Longenderfer  Eileen Sanville  Charlie Willson 

Tyler Dabravalskas  Robert A. Grom  Ray J. Longinetti  Knut F. Sauer  Carlos Wilton 

Stanton Davis  Brian Guest  Raymond G. Longo  Louis J. Scavo  Michael W. Wozniski 

Peter DeFina  James D. Haig  Gerard Loughren  Michael Scavotto  Ester Wylen 

Thomas A. D'Elia  Robert A. Halko  Stephen Lynch  Robert  Schuelein  Terrance D. Young 

Robert Della Torre  Jane Hallick  Angelique Maier-Hallinan  Rainer Schwarz    


