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Board Changes Effective July 2011
As of July 2nd we have two new members to the
AAPOA Board. Pat Levine and Dave Zientko were elected
at the General Membership Meeting for three-year terms.
We welcome them to the Board. They are already working
hard as your representatives.
Pat and Dave are replacing Loyd Brewer and Tim
Mainzer. Loyd was our president for four years and
a Board member for many years before becoming
president. He has just joined the Architectural Review
Committee. Tim was our treasurer for four years and also
on the Board for many years before becoming treasurer.
He continues to take excellent care of our hiking trails. As
you can tell, even though they are no longer on the Board,
they continue to be active association members, helping
out in many ways. You can always see their smiling faces
when there are projects to be done for the community. We
are lucky to have them both.
The rest of the Board is made up of Rosemary Barry,
President; John Sanpietro, Vice-President; Pete DeFina,
Secretary; Alice Looney, Treasurer; Joe DeMarco,
Architectural Review Comm.; John McAlevey, our
attorney and Bob Santasiero.
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Lake Eaton Weed Control Project
John Johanson
This is an update on the Lake Eaton weed control. We
have been working with Steve LaMere on the planning,
and we plan to begin treatment starting this coming
spring, 2012. We are currently in the process of finalizing
our APA permits. It has taken a little while to get together
a plan because I’ve been researching all our options over
the past year, to ensure we have chosen the best solution.
Some years ago, our initial intention was to use a
chemical treatment, but I was concerned about any
adverse environmental impacts and the fact that these are
rarely used in the Adirondacks.
After much research and deliberation, we’ve decided to
go with a sterile (non-reproducing) grass carp treatment.
This will take place over the next five years, starting this
coming spring. This treatment should not have any
adverse environmental affects, and should not affect the
game fishery, as these carp do not compete with game fish
for food. Steve LaMere has implemented this treatment
at other lakes, and is the preeminent person in the park to
manage the process. To ensure a well-balanced treatment,
we will start off with a minimal/conservative stocking in
2012 and then closely monitor and adjust over the next
five years.

From the President
This is my first letter to you as the new AAPOA
president. I would like to introduce myself to those of you
who may not have read the website where I posted a letter
in July. My husband and I have been homeowners here for
eleven years and spend about six months a year here. Our
other home is on Long Island, in Huntington. This is my
fifth year on the board. I was vice-president under Loyd
Brewer. His shoes will be difficult to fill. I know I speak
for the entire board when I say that our goal is to have
AuSable Acres be a beautiful, friendly and caring place for
everyone to live.
Sometimes this means making difficult decisions as
we enforce our Covenants and Restrictions which include
Architectural Requirements. All property owners have
the right to expect their investment to retain its value
and their quality of life to be maintained. That is why we
bought here in the first place. Our right to enforce the C
& Rs was once again upheld in court this summer. The
C & Rs are part of every property owner’s deed. They are
also found on the website which is ausableacres.org. The
Architectural Requirements are listed there as well. A
section regarding sheds was added in Sept.
The AAPOA does not go into litigation lightly or
quickly. Many attempts to settle disputes about Covenants
and Restrictions violations take place before suits are filed.
Usually they are result in the violation being corrected.
There have been three successful court cases over the
past thirty years because of non-compliance with the
Covenants and Restrictions.
In December 2010, the Association sued in Essex
County Supreme Court to stop construction of an
unapproved home in the acres. Before filing suit,
several attempts were made to meet with the parties
involved so that the plans could be changed to conform
to the requirements. The owners in question denied
(through their lawyer and papers) our right to enforce
our Architectural Requirements as well as our deeded
Covenants and Restrictions. The judge in the matter was
specific in his directive to prove that we are the party to
uphold these rights. The matter was concluded ten months
later, after the Supreme Court decision which upheld our
right to enforce the Architectural Requirements as well
as our Covenants and Restrictions. Negotiations began at

the request of the family after the decision was rendered.
These negotiations resulted in a fine of $5000.00 to be paid
to the association and to be used for improvements to the
tennis court.
We are in the process of evaluating what steps to
take to improve the tennis court. Drainage issues will
need to be addressed before the court can be repaired. A
committee has been formed. If you are interested in being
involved in this, please drop a note to the AAPOA, Box 8,
AuSable Forks, NY 12912 and let us know how to get in
touch with you.
I would like to bring you up to date on several things.
You will see that there is a new river access for members
(see article). Two picnics were held, one on Saturday,
July 2nd and the pot luck picnic on Saturday, September
3rd. The weather was good for both events and many
friends enjoyed the afternoon at the lake. It would be
great to see more owners and guests at both picnics in
the future. Please remember that these are annual events
that always take place over Fourth of July weekend and
Labor Day weekend. A dinner was held for Loyd Brewer,
Tim Mainzer and John McAlevey to thank them for their
many years of service to the AAPOA. They were given
plaques with clocks in them from all the members.
Please keep in mind that our next AAPOA general
membership meeting will be on Saturday, Dec. 31st at 10
am in the AuSable Forks Community Center. Please plan
to attend. Dues for 2012 will be accepted at the meeting or
you can send them in by mail. The membership form is at
the back of the newsletter.
I will be posting information on the website regularly
so if you haven’t been checking it out, please do. It is the
quickest way to get information out to you since our
newsletters only go out twice a year. You can sign up on the
website to automatically be notified if there is something
new posted and it will be sent to you. If you need to reach
me, simply write to the AAPOA address and it will get to
me, or post something on the website for my attention.
Hope all of you have a great holiday. See you in
December.
		
Sincerely,
		
Rosemary Barry

Community Cooperation Helps All
Everyone who lives, part or full time, in the Acres, is
aware of certain things that are necessary to enhance the
quality of life for all. Sometimes, though, people rent or let
guests occupy their homes. These individuals or families
may be unaware of what is expected of them when they
are in our community. The following information is a
helpful reminder to all.
To that end the AuSable Acres Property Owners’
Association is strongly urging all owners who rent out
their homes during some portion of the year to post these
expectations and rules in a prominent place in their home
that will be highly visible to their renters or guests. The
AAPOA feels it is important for renters/guests to be aware
of rules, regulations, and expectations that come with
renting a home within our community. An informed
renter will hopefully minimize any potential problem
within AuSable Acres, as well as increase the likelihood of
their having a good experience renting your home.
The suggested rules that follow in the next column can
be easily downloaded and printed for your convenience.

Bridge Over Beaver Dam Rebuilt
The spring floods and subsequent road repair to
AuSable Dr. caused the bridge that goes over the beaver
dam on the Silver Trail around Lake Eaton to wash out.
When Tim Mainzer, Loyd Brewer and John Sanpietro
went to rescue and replace the bridge, they had a
wonderful surprise. Tim Cairns, his wife and a friend
were just finishing the construction of a completely
new bridge and they did a "dam" nice job. Thanks to all
of you from all our members who use the Silver Trail.

Dear Renter:
Thank you for renting our home in AuSable Acres
within the Adirondack State Park. We hope that you have
a wonderful experience participating in the myriad of
outdoor opportunities that await you. There is also unique
shopping, wonderful restaurants, and other indoor fun in
all of our surrounding communities.
We ask that you please help us make your renting
experience a pleasant one by observing a few simple
rules:
1. The Town of Jay has a law that prohibits excessive noise
that is disturbing to others. Please be aware our home
is within a residential neighborhood that consists of
many year round residents. Those folks are on a different
schedule than people who are on vacation.
2. Please do not leave food or garbage outside or in any
way accessible to wildlife. Store all trash in secure
receptacles.
3. Campfires are never permitted.
4. The Town of Jay has a leash law for all dogs. Please make
sure that your dog is leashed.
5. Overnight parking is not permitted in the Town of Jay
on any road (including those in AuSable Acres) from
November through the end of April. Vehicles can be
ticketed and, worse, easily damaged by snow plows
that keep our roads passable.
6. Please observe all posted speed limits and be aware
that weather conditions often require much lower
speeds. Nothing ruins a vacation faster than having
your vehicle end up off the road. The dirt roads get very
slippery so drive slowly.
7. AuSable Acres Property Owner cards (provided by the
owner from whom you rented) must be carried by a
member of your party in order to access the Lake Eaton
park area, all hiking/X-C skiing trails, and fishing access
on the river (also requires a state license).
8. AuSable Acres does not permit the use of any motorized
vehicles on our trail system, lake grounds or anywhere
off road. Also, please remember New York State law
prohibits the operation of snowmobiles and ATV’s on,
or along the sides of, all roads in AuSable Acres.

bridge over beaver dam

We certainly hope that you have a wonderful vacation
and thoroughly enjoy the beautiful surroundings, forests,
and mountains!!!

Semi-Annual Roadside Cleanup
Draws Lots Of Help, Lots Of Trash

The “150 OR MORE” Lot Project:
A Clarification

On Saturday, August 27th a large group of members
got together to do a roadside cleanup. There were enough
people to clean AuSable Dr., Sawmill, Ridgetop and
Scenic Point. The people who accomplished this task were
Loyd Brewer, Joe DeMarco, Pete and Kathy DeFina, Ron
and Pat Levine, Rosemary Barry, Alice Looney, Nancy
MacDonald, Rob Farkas, Annie Scavo, Dave Zientko, Phil
Dooley, Tim Mainzer and Tim Fitzgerald. Many of them
are regular helpers. There really was a lot of trash, bottles,
cans, food containers, speakers, and a mattress. It is hard
to believe people can throw so much out of car windows
with no regard for the environment! The town picks up
our bags and disposes of all the trash. This year Tropical
Storm Irene interfered with the plan and the trash pick
up was delayed. Thanks to everyone who pitched in to
help. Our next one will be in May 2012.

The summer 2011 Newsletter told of the “150 or
more” project, wherein, if 150 or more of the present lots
in the acres have their deeds re-recorded with language
added that membership in the Association is automatic
and binding, that will then oblige JLKN, the owner of the
undeveloped acreage surrounding us, to also incorporate
automatic ( mandatory) membership into all of their
deeds. This will ensure the viability of the Association for
many years to come.
The Board urged “all homeowners” to join. By way
of clarification, you do not need to be a “homeowner” to
enroll your property. The Board solicits all lots, developed
or vacant.
Another copy of the form is printed here.

River Access Cleared
At long last the AAPOA has a cleared path to the
AuSable River. The area was surveyed and marked last
spring by Ralph Schlissler. Now that we knew exactly
where the path was we had to clear away brush so it was
easily walkable. On July 30th Dave Zientko, Ron Levine,
Doug Barry, Pete DeFina, Mike Diehl, Tim Mainzer
worked on the clearing. Joe DeMarco and Loyd Brewer
dug the hole and installed the sign. Thanks to all these
members for their hard work. All members are asked to
bring their cards with them whenever they use this or any
other trail. Please remember to take out anything you take
in so the access remains in good condition.

150 LOT PLUS PROJECT
Name: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
_____________________________________________
Lot Location(s)
1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________

Photo by David Plumley

Hurricane Irene
Loyd Brewer
On August 28, 2011, Hurricane Irene devastated the
AuSable Valley. We have had remnants of hurricanes
come through here before with wind and rain but nothing
this severe. The wind cut power to many houses in the
Acres and surrounding areas for several days. Four to nine
inches of rain fell over an 18-hour period, flash flooding
occurred on the west branch of the AuSable River from
St. Hubert’s to Keeseville. In Upper Jay on 9N one house
was floated off its foundation and deposited in a field
300 yards away. On Trumbulls Road garages, workshops
and cars were washed down river. In Jay many homes
below the covered Bridge were damaged by high water. In
AuSable Forks water was over the 9N bridge and the Jersey
Bridge. Two feet of water flowed down Main Street. The
Grand Union had 12” of water inside. The main water line

behind the GU that supplies the Grove area was broken.
Hardest hit was the Jersey section of town. Some
people had just moved back into their homes after repairs
from flooding in April. Most of these homes had 4 feet
of water inside. The flood affected a total of 167 homes
in the Town of Jay and 44 homes are uninhabitable at this
time.
The Town Highway Department did such a great job
repairing our roads in the Acres after the April flooding
that this storm did not cause much damage. We would
like to thank Randy Douglas, Chris Garrow, all the Town
employees, the Fire Department, Emergency Services and
all the volunteers for the incredible job they did helping all
the residents affected by the flooding.

Main Street, AuSable Forks
Firehouse and Wells Memorial Library, Upper Jay

B.A. STRAIGHT

RT. 9N, JAY, NY 12941
(518) 946-7824
OPEN 10 am - 5 pm
Sun.-Sat. Summer & Fall
Michael
Straight
Wed.-Sat. Winter

Value Selected Adirondack Properties

Lic. Associate Broker
Valley Road & Rt. 86
Jay, New York 12941

Office (518) 946-2600
Fax (518) 946-2500

mike@bastraightrealestate.com
www.bastraightrealestate.com

BLACK MOUNTAIN
SCREENS
Mike Edwards
EPA CERTIFIED LEAD CONTRACTOR
BPI TRAINED BUILDING ANALYST

97 Black Mountain Lane
AuSable Forks, NY 12912
518-647-5691
mininmike@aol.com

Need something done here in the acres?
We can help!
• House Cleaning
• Yard Clean-Up and Gardening
• Handy-Man Work
• Caretaking Services
– No job too small –
Lori & Kevin McDonough

518-647-5878

Doors • Windows
Porches & Repairs

Timothy J. Devins

Timothy J. Devins Garage & Deli
General Repairs & Towing
13024 NYS Rt 9N
PO Box 167
Jay, N.Y. 12941
Garage: 946-7285
Deli:
946-2235

David and Leslie Rowland
Sequoia Mountain Lane
518-647-5208
dr1955@yahoo.com

General Contractor/Builder
Snow plowing • Housecleaning
Caretaking • Handyman
Rental turnovers
34 years landscape experience
New York State Licensed Guide
Fully insured - excellent references

518-946-2058
Cell: 518-524-2253

D & H Property Management
Caretaking, Mowing, Excavation

Darin Forbes
Owner

P.O. Box 261
Wilmington, NY 12997

Specializing in
Residential and
Light Commercial
Electrical Work
INSURED

64 Sheldrake Rd.
Au Sable Forks
New York 12912
(518) 647-5443
cell (518) 570-7202
adksparky@charter.net

“Quality in Progress”

AuSable Acres Property Owners Association
PO Box 8
AuSable Forks, NY 12912
MEMBERSHIP DUES
AMOUNT DUE:

HOMEOWNER - $55.00

LOT OWNER - $25.00

RECREATION AREA DONATION

$____________

TENNIS COURT DONATION

$____________

LEGAL FUND DONATION

$____________

JEMS DONATION

$____________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$____________

MAILING ADDRESS
Name ____________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State _________ Zip ________________
Emergency Phone # ___________________________ E-mail _______________________
(This number will not be given out. It is for emergency use only.)

Please add me to the AAPOA E-mail List (we will never share your information with anyone)

AUSABLE ACRES PROPERTY ADDRESS (for Homeowners only)
E911 Home Number __________

(Do you need an E911 reflective house number? ___________ )

Street ___________________________________ Local Phone # ____________________________

Would you like to participate in any of the 3 “Year-Rounders” Dinners? Yes
(You do not have to live here year round to partake of the dinners.)

No

Would you like to participate in any of the following committees? Please circle:
Security Patrol (one week)

Picnic Committee

Trail Maintenance

Roadside Cleanup

Planters (July & August)

Tennis Courts

Playground Committee

Architectural Committee

Governing Board

