
 

150 LOT PROJECT PROGRESS 
by Doug Barry 
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     I spoke to Amy Shalton from Forever 
Wild Water Company (FWWC) to get 
information for this newsletter. In addi-
tion, she attended the October General 
Membership Meeting to answer ques-
tions. The Summit Lane water tank will 
be replaced. The new tank should have 
been installed by now, but construction 
hasn’t started. According to Amy, there 
were several delays at the PSC and the 
loan approval took longer than ex-
pected. However, the money is in place 
now and in the spring the new tank will 
be built at the site of the existing one. 
The existing tank will not be shut down 
until the new one is running so no one 
should lose their water. The PSC de-
cided the 27 customers in Kitzbuehl 
should not have to pay the portion of 
the surcharge to repay the loan for the 
tank replacement since they aren’t 
served by the tank. Their surcharge has 
been reduced by $36.59. Champlain 

Bank has lent FWWC $411,000 to pay 
for the new tank and a SCADA system 
that will alert the company in the event 
there is a problem with the tank. There 
is no early warning system in place at 
this time. 
     Several places throughout the Acres 
needed the underground lines lowered 
to prevent the freezing that occurred 
last winter. Much of that work has been 
completed. In addition,  the town has 
added material to the surface of the 
roads so the pipes are even deeper in 
the ground. if you have a problem with 

your water, contact the FWWC 
directly at (518)946-2131.  Hope-
fully, this winter will not be as se-
vere as last winter.  
      If you haven’t already done so, 
please send your email address to 
the FWWC when you pay your bill. 
They are setting-up a mass email 
account to notify Acres residents 
when there’s a problem. FWWC 
email is myshalton@yahoo.com. 

WATER CO. UPDATE—SUMMIT LANE TANK AND PIPE REPAIRS 
by Rosemary Barry 

     The 150 lot project is progressing but 
not as fast as we would hope. When 
last reported, the participants num-
bered 82. As of this issue we are almost 
to 95. This means that we need at least 
55 more lots added to those we already 
have. If you own multiple properties, 
each one will count toward the 150 
needed.  The history of the 150 lot pro-
ject is available on the AAPOA website. 

 The required forms can be 
downloaded from the site. If you wish 
to discuss the project with me, please 
call the AAPOA phone number which is 
518- 217-8519. Should you choose to 
participate, there will be no cost to you 
as the AAPOA pays the filing fees.  
     I hope that in the coming year 
enough members add their properties 
to the project so the Association will be 

 secure, able to maintain the fa-
cilities, and continue to enforce 
the Covenants and Restrictions 
that have created a wonderful 
place to live in the Adirondacks. 
We will not have to worry about 
another association being started 
by JLKN, if and when they build 
on their property. 

The Acres Reporter 
 
 

brought to you by  
AuSable Acres  Property Owners’ Association 

The annual July 4 ‘Get to 
Know Your Neighbor’ 
picnic was a great           
success. 

See page 3 for an in-depth 
article about the day. 



     It is hard to believe that 2015 is 
already wrapping up. Soon we will 
be thinking about Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  Once again we will 
be having our Holiday Decorations 
Contest. Three homes will receive 
prizes for the nicest holiday deco-
rations. Good luck to all! 
     The picnics this year were a big 
success. In July, almost 100 people 
attended the barbecue picnic. It 
poured partway through but every-
one stayed and, once the rain 
stopped, continued to have a good 
time. It is a great day for family 
fun. If you missed it this year, try to 
come next year when the pavilion 
should be done (really). A sad note 
to the picnic, Mike Diehl, who or-
ganized the canoe race around the 
lake and made the lovely prizes, 
passed away suddenly in the late 
spring. He was missed at the picnic 
and all of us send condolences to 
his family.  
     Our Pot Luck picnic, Labor Day 
weekend was really good. The food 
was mostly homemade and deli-
cious.  There were some new own-
ers (the Engeholms and the Ben-
netts) who attended for the first 
time and, I am sure, felt welcome.  
These events are really the best 
way to meet our neighbors. I have 

met many people at these picnics 
over the years..  
     Speaking of the pavilion. You 
probably noticed construction is 
not complete. There are a couple 
of reasons for that. First we had to 
sign a lease agreement with JLKN, 
who owns the property. That took 
a little longer than expected. We 
also had to finalize the materials 
and plans with them. Once that 
was done it was almost August and 
our contractor was unavailable to 
begin the work. He will do the work 
as soon as the weather permits 
next spring. The money is waiting. 
Of course, if you wish to donate, 
we will still accept it. Hopefully, if it 
rains on the picnic next year, we 
will have more shelter. 
     You will receive a decal for your 
car when you send in your 2016 
dues. Please place it inside the win-
dow of your car. We thought it was 
a good way for members to recog-
nize each other. It will also help 
when we see cars parked at the 
lake and trails to know if the peo-
ple using them are AAPOA mem-
bers. A reminder, dues are due in 
January every year. Please use the 
form on the back of the newsletter 
and send them in as soon as you 
can. Thanks. 

     I received an update from Char-
ter Communications in early Octo-
ber. They have installed the under-
ground lines at the homes where 
they were given permission and 
are now working on the aerial ca-
bles on all the poles. They expect 
to complete the work by mid-
November. They will have to give 
out details about packages and 
activation information. I believe an 
informational meeting will be 
scheduled in a few weeks. 
     The two boys who vandalized 
our bathroom and water fountain 
have been arrested. Because of 
their age, they are being prose-
cuted in juvenile court. I am being 
kept informed of the progress of 
this case. It is a shame when we 
have to use our dues money for 
repairs like this. I will let you know 
when the case is resolved. 
     We will hold an election for 
three board seats next July. I know 
that seems far off but, if you wish 
to run, you will have to submit a 
bio to me by next March so it can 
be placed in the spring, 2016 news-
letter. If you want details of what is 
involved in serving on the AAPOA 
board, you can email or call me and 
we can discuss it.   

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
by Rosemary Barry 

 

Winter Year Rounder’s Dinner Dec 15  7PM 

Holiday Decoration Contest  Dec 18 to 24 

Trail Maintenance Day  May 7   8:30AM 

Roadside Cleanup   May 21  9AM 

General Membership Meeting July 2    10AM 

Summer Picnic   July 2    2PM 

 Note: additional event information is listed on our website and Facebook pages.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

AAPOA Committee Reports 

 ARCHITECTURAL 

Joe DeMarco, Loyd Brewer and Jim Phillips 
make up the Arch. Rev. Comm. They review 

all plans submitted and work with the property owners so 
there are no misunderstandings once construction be-
gins. Once a plan is approved, a building permit is issued. 
Which is valid for one year.  No tree removal or land 
clearing should be done before a permit is issued.  All the 
forms and instructions can be found at the top of the 
AAPOA website under “Governance”.   

 TRAILS 
The trails committee held two maintenance 
days this year, in May and October.  In May, 

the team of Frank Krueger, Kevin McDonough, Mike 
Diehl, Phil Dooley, Kirk Baughman, Greg Karl, Jim Ja-
cobs, Martin Tyler, Nancy MacDonald, Greg MacDonald, 
Paul Longenderfer worked on the Blue trail building 
trenches to release pools of standing water  and rebuild-
ing the wet areas.  In October, it was off to the Silver 
trail to build a bog bridge traversing a wet, low lying 
area, trimming and picking-up trash throughout the 
trail. Thanks to Frank Krueger, Kevin McDonough, Greg 
Karl, Martin Tyler, Gary Barlow, Pete DeFina, Kathy De-
Fina, John Needle and Paul Longenderfer. 

SECURITY PATROL 

A dedicated group of volunteers patrols the 
Acres every night during the summer months.  

This year Chairperson Bob Santasiero told us he is retir-
ing from the job of organizing the patrol volunteers and 
their weeks. He has done it for a few years now and we 
thank him very much for his time and talent.  Pat Levine 
will take over as chairperson for next summer. She needs 
some additional volunteers so no one has to do more 
than one week.  It takes about one to two hours each 
night for a week.  If you can volunteer please call Pat at 
917-941-4618. She can answer any questions and sign 
you up.  An active security patrol helps reduce vandalism 
and is an important service.  Thanks to the 2015 volun-
teers: Doug Barry, Ron Levine, John McAlevey, Peter 
Yochum, Bob Looney, Bob Santasiero, Kathy DeFina. 

 PICNIC 

The AAPOA sponsored summer picnic (this 
year on July 4) was a huge success with over 

100 attendees. Even a burst of rain didn’t dampen spirits 
as everyone gathered under the tent to socialize with 
their neighbors.  The children’s activities were popular 
and included a giant parachute and a few different ball 
games.  Thanks to Karen Ramirez, Stacy Spletzer, Kathy 
DeFina and Micah Petersen for organizing and to Tom 
Jegen for bringing a PA system and playing DJ so there 
was music throughout the day. The picnic is about the 
food and we have Pete DeFina to thank for shopping for 
our hungry group and for being head chef along with 
Tom Jegen. Phil Dooley took great photos some of 
which are in this newsletter. A final thanks to Loyd 
Brewer, Pete DeFina, Joe DeMarco, Doug Barry and Paul 
Longenderfer for setting-up and taking down the vari-
ous tents and supplies.  

 ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 

There were two roadside cleanups this year, 
one in May and one in August. It is hard, dirty 

work and we are so grateful to the following volunteers:  
Barbara & Frank Signorelli, Loyd & Pam Brewer,  Bob & 
MaryLou Moriarty, Lisa Mintz, John Mehrman, Joe 
DeMarco, Rosemary & Doug Barry, Ray Longinetti, Rick 
Bremer, Bill & Lynne Johnson, Martin & Mignon Tyler, 
Laurie George and Greg & Nancy MacDonald. 

Our members are hard at work volunteering for the AAPOA committees.  Here’s an update on their progress.   To learn more about 
the committees including contact information to volunteer, go to www.ausableacres.org/committees 

October Trail Day Volunteers 

July 4 Picnic 
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You may have noticed that the Lakeside Village sign 
looks so much better than it did. Mike Stuart sur-
prised us by replacing a missing “A” and painting the 
rest of the letters and the sign itself.  Thanks, Mike. It 
really needed it. We are in the process of repairing or 
replacing the remainder of the neighborhood signs. If 
you can help with this, please send the president an 
email.  Jim Phillips has evaluated all the signs and will 
help with the repairs.  
 
Kate and Zach Zientko gave a much needed cleaning 
to the playground equipment before our July 4th pic-
nic.  It was a hard and dirty job and much appreciated 
by all the children and their parents. Thanks so much! 
 
The AAPOA has begun using the mass email service 
we previously wrote about and it’s  working very well. 
We don’t have everyone’s email address and if you 
want to share that with us, email Pete DeFina at 
aapoamail@gmail.com.  Emails aren’t sent too often. 
If you don’t have an email, you can check the AAPOA 
website at ausableacres.org for updates on upcoming 
events or other important information.. 

As you may have heard, we have begun an Adopt 
A Road program in the Acres to try to keep the 
litter from building up too much between roadside 
cleanups.  To date seven areas have been taken by 
the following people: Joyce Phillips (Fir St.), Shum-
ways (Tannenbaum & Spruce), Kathy DeFina 
(Sawmill from Summit to Signor),  Mehrmans (first 
section of AuSable Dr. off 86), Johnsons (Oneida 
and the top section of Sequoia Mtn.), Marisol 
Sauer (Ridgetop, Hawthorne and Maple Lanes) 
and Frank Krueger (AuSable Dr from Lakeside to 
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to AuSable Dr.). 
Thanks to all these volunteers. We could use more, 
especially on AuSable Drive from the lake to the 
Forks. If you can volunteer to Adopt a Road, please 
send the president an email to sign-up. 
 
As of this writing, the lawsuit with a resident who 
clear cut their property is ongoing. It seemed an 
agreement was in place earlier this summer, but it 
hasn’t been finalized. We are working with our at-
torney, Tom Murnane, and proceeding with the 
case. 

AAPOA Committee Reports (continued) 

 YEAR-ROUNDERS DINNER 

Joyce Phillips and Mary Ann Dee co-chaired 
the Year Rounders’ Dinner at the Cascade Inn 
in May. It was great fun and the food was de-

licious. There were about 40 people and everyone had a 
great time. This is a great way to meet your neighbors 
and hoping to see an even larger turnout in December. 
Thanks Joyce and Mary Ann.  

May Year-Rounders Dinner 

 TENNIS 

Once again we thank Tony Germano for car-
ing for the tennis court all season and Pete 
DeFina for repairing the cracks that devel-

oped over the winter. 

 PLANTERS 

Every year the planters throughout the Acres 
are assembled by a group of volunteers with 
green thumbs.  The deer don’t even seem to 

bother them too much.  This year our volunteers were: 
Marilou Dooley, Mary Ann Dee, Frank & Barbara Si-
gnorelli, Fran Driscoll, Frank & Mary Krueger, Kevin and 
Lori McDonough and Helen Miller. They looked beauti-
ful, thank you all! 
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been the case in each of the recent 
past years) a significant number of 
those 2014 members will, in fact, re-
join for 2016.  But, that skipped year 
does hurt our potential membership 
levels.      
     Every year since 2012, when I 
took over as membership chairper-
son, we have added a significant 
number of brand new members to 
our roles.  But, those potential 
membership increases are offset by 
the loss of an almost an equal num-
ber of members who don’t join 
every year.  This plus and minus in 
members from year to year has 
really prevented our membership 
from climbing to levels where it 
could easily be—at 350 or more.  
In 2016, our yearly dues will remain 
(as they have since 2006) at $55 for 
a homeowner and $25 for a lot 

     On behalf of the entire Executive 
Board, I would like to extend our 
thanks to all 2015 members of the 
AuSable Acres Property Owners’ As-
sociation for your support by being a 
dues paying member of our organiza-
tion.   
     The number of people joining the 
AAPOA has continued to slowly in-
crease over the past 4 years.  In 2012 
we had 301 members and this year we 
are at 316.  Our largest increase was 
between 2011 and 2012 when we 
gained 31 members.   
     One interesting factor in member-
ship participation levels is that we 
have a significant number of home/
property owners who do not join the 
association every year.  For example, 
this current year we have 33 people 
who were members in 2014 that did 
not re-join in 2015.  Next year (as has 

owner.  If you own multiple lots 
and/or homes within the Acres, 
you do not pay multiple dues-- you 
pay either the $55 or $25 fee.  My 
guess is that not many other or-
ganizations, to which you might 
belong, have had a zero increase 
for the past 10 years.  We really 
rely on your yearly membership 
dues, from which we construct our 
operating budget.     
     The AAPOA is a voluntary or-
ganization, we try very hard to 
spend your dues money wisely.  
But, we do begin each new calen-
dar year with zero members, 
please consider using the 2016 en-
rollment form in this newsletter to 
maintain your membership or, if 
you haven’t in the past, to join the 
AAPOA in 2016!!!  

AAPOA MEMBERSHIP SHOWS SLOW, BUT STEADY GAINS 
by Pete DeFina 

Please Note: 
The AAPOA no longer gets new owner 
information from the Essex County pub-
lication called “The Bugle”.  The county 
has discontinued publishing “The Bu-
gle”. It is now more difficult to find out 
names and mailing addresses of new 
owners in a timely manner. We send out 
informative new owner packets when-
ever we learn of a new owner. If you 
know of anyone who has purchased land 
or a home in the Acres, please contact 
Rosemary Barry at president[at]
ausableacres.com with the information.  
 
If your mailing address changes, please 
email the above address with the new 
information so you will continue to re-
ceive the newsletter.  Thank you. 

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS 
by Rosemary Barry 

The AAPOA is very happy to welcome these new owners to the Acres 
since our spring, 2015 newsletter: 
 
1.  Kimberly & Alex Dos Santos - home at 18 Seneca Lane 
2.  Christine & William Garrett - lot on Oak Hollow Road 
3.  Megan Pecha - home at 93 Cedar St. 
4.  Richard & Susan Apelt - home at 16 Evergreen Lane 
5.  Thomas & Beth Goodman - home at 5 Mohawk Trail 
6.  Tata & Jeremy Freeman - lot on Cross St. 
7.  Carolyn Bordonaro - home at 99 Fern Lane 
8.  Anne Marie Zevan - home at 731 AuSable Dr. 
9.  Lynn Corriss - lot on Sequoia Mountain Lane 
10. Jay & Rikki Bennett - home at 607 AuSable Dr. 
11. Ryan Cox - lot on Ridgetop Lane 
12. Erick & Sarah Engeholm - home at 28 Tannenbaum Lane. 
13. Charles & Elyse Roller - home at 60 Evergreen Lane 
14. William & Catherine Taylor - home at 28 Fir St, 
15. Holly LaBombard-Hull - home at 183 Ridgetop Lane 
 
All of your neighbors are happy to have you join our community and 
wish you many happy years   in the Acres. We hope you will become 
members of the AAPOA this coming year. 
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     When you purchased property 
within AuSable Acres, attached to 
the deed were eight Covenants and 
Restrictions (C&R’s).  The C&R’s re-
quire land/home owners to adhere 
to these basic requirements.  Some 
of the C&R’s are very clear and spe-
cific—i.e. no building can be con-
structed that is closer than 25 feet to 
the side or rear lines of the property.  
Others leave much more room for 
interpretation—i.e. covenant #2 
concerning building construction 
within the Acres. 
     The Executive Board of the AuS-
able Acres Property Owner's Asso-
ciation does have the responsibility 
to enforce these covenants, which is 
never a pleasurable task and at 
times a task that is not easy to rec-
oncile as to what exactly is the 
proper course of action.   
     Over the years, various Boards 
have tried their best to make sure 
owners within the Acres understand 
how the C&R’s were going to be in-
terpreted.  For example, past Boards 
developed and subsequent Boards 
have amended a document entitled 
“AuSable Acres Architectural Re-
quirements.”  That document does 
not in any way replace Covenant #2.  
What it does is provide additional 
details as to how Covenant #2 will 
be interpreted.  Hopefully, that gives 

a person a clearer understanding of 
what to expect when entering the 
process of constructing a building on 
their lot.   
      The current Board seeks to de-
velop a document outlining a clearer 
understanding of another section of 
the C&R’s.  Specifically, the one 
dealing with the commercial use of 
property within the Acres.  That C&R 
states: “No commercial use of the 
property shall be made except that 
property or building may be rented 
to private families for private use.”  
The C&R does not further define the 
term “commercial use.”   
     We understand that the intent is 
to make sure that the Acres remains 
a residential community.  However, 
since the 1960’s when the C&R’s 
were written, the nature of many 
businesses have changed dramati-
cally.  Today, many people operate 
businesses out of their home with no 
need for a “store front” to sell prod-
ucts, nor any impact on the residen-
tial nature of where they live.   
What the Board is seeking to do is 
write a clarifying language that ad-
dresses how we will interpret this 
section of the C&R’s in future years.  
It is not an attempt, in any way, to 
prohibit any specific occupation or 
business of a person(s) living in the 
Acres.  Rather, it is an attempt to 

identify if, or when, someone’s busi-
ness/occupation improperly impacts 
the residential nature of the Acres 
and adversely impacts the living 
situation of the neighborhood.  
     This document entitled: “AAPOA 
Resolution Pertaining to Incidental 
or Home Business Activity” is only in 
draft form and potential revisions 
are being sought from the member-
ship.  The document itself was taken 
from one presently being used by 
another homeowners’ association 
that obviously had a very similar 
concern with their C&R’s.    
     Copies of the draft document 
have been distributed at both the 
July and October 2015 general mem-
ber meetings.  It is now posted on 
our website.  We are asking anyone 
interested to review the document 
and contact the Board with any con-
cerns and/or potential additions, de-
letions, or revisions to this docu-
ment.  Members can contact the 
Board at the following email ad-
dress:  president@ausableacres.org   
     The Board is attempting to final-
ize the document and present to the 
membership for a vote to approve it 
at our July 2016 General Member-
ship meeting.       
     A copy of the proposal can be 
viewed at www.ausableacres.org/
incidentalbusiness 

The decal can be placed on the in-

side of any car window and is just 

another way to show your Acres 

pride. 

Upon payment of your 2016 dues 

and In addition to your regular 

membership card that gives you 

access to the tennis court, lake 

area, and our miles of wooded 

trails; all members will receive a car 

window decal (pictured at right).  

INCIDENTAL OR HOME BUSINESSES WITHIN THE ACRES 
by Pete DeFina 

NEW FOR 2016 MEMBERS 
 

New membership sticker 
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     First, we’d like to thank every-
one who has contributed to the 
Pavilion fundraising campaign.  As 
of the publication of this newslet-
ter, donations have totaled almost 
$23,000.  There has always been a 
need and desire for a pavilion by 
the lake, but it was uncertain when 
this project was proposed the level 
of contributions that would be 
given.  The board is overwhelmed 
by the generosity of the member-
ship and want to thank each and 
every one of you for your kindness. 
     The concrete slab was poured 
last fall and the plan was to con-
struct the pavilion this summer.                                                               

Due to a few unforeseen steps, as 
noted in the Presidents letter, con-
struction will now take place next 
spring. 
      We thank you for your patience 

and can’t wait to show off the 
structure at next July’s picnic. 
Thanks again for your membership 
and all of your donations to this 
and other projects which enrich our 
neighborhood. 

PAVILION UPDATE 
by AAPOA Board 

CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
by Phil Dooley 

New membership sticker 

Future Pavilion location at Lake Eaton 

     Representatives from Charter Com-
munications held a meeting at the 
Community Center in Ausable Forks 
on Tuesday November 10th to answer 
questions and address concerns re-
garding the offering of cable and inter-
net services to Ausable Acres resi-
dents.  Both Archie Depo (town Super-
visor), and Robbie Lincoln (DPW Su-
pervisor) were also in attendance.   
      Physical wiring/switching/splicing is 
expected to be complete by Thanks-
giving week.  Actual customer hook-
ups should start the first two weeks in 
December. 
     Customers will be notified door to 
door when installation appointments 
can start being scheduled.  If a resi-
dent isn’t home, information will be 
left at their door.  You can’t call ahead 
of time, because Charter’s system will 
show there is no service in our area 
until the status is updated for all Acres 
residents.   
     Service offerings will include a Dou-
ble Play package for TV and Internet 

for $29.95 per month for the first year 
of service.  Internet only will be $50 per 
month with free installation and mo-
dem.  Phone will not be an offering at 
this time.  After one year, rates will go 
to the standard rate which was men-
tioned to be $90 per month.  Rate 
schedules and channel lineups were 
handed out.  Unfortunately, the Char-
ter website isn’t updated with this in-
formation since our area still shows as 
no service is available.   
     Documentation provided stated 
internet speeds will be 30 mbps though 
representatives claimed it will really be 
60 mbps. This is 20x faster than Fron-
tier DSL. 
     They also mentioned all Charter call 
centers are exclusively based in the 
United States, recently moving a few 
centers from other countries.   
     Some residents were concerned 
about road damage from digging. 
 Robbie Lincoln is aware of this, and 
took it up with the appropriate individ-
ual after the meeting. 

NEWSLETTER VAULT 
by Paul Longenderfer 

Did you know the 80th house 
in the Acres was built in 1967?  
And the 100th house was built 
in 1970?  These facts and 
many more are included in 
past AAPOA newsletters 
which can be found at 
www.ausableacres.org/
newsletters   

If you have any newsletter pre
-2005, please email Paul at 
plonge1[at]gmail.com and 
arrangements will be made to 
digitize and place the newslet-
ters on the website.   

August 1967 newsletter 


