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FINISHING TOUCHES ON THE PAVILION 

 
     The Lake Eaton pavilion has been a labor of love 
over the past few years.   We started with an idea, 
which led to fundraising, then initial construction and 
now all the finishing touches have been completed.   
     A dedication ceremony was held as part of the July 1 
picnic.  A plaque thanking all donors and listing their 
names was displayed for the first time and is now hang-
ing on the inside pavilion wall.   
    The last of the construction was just completed by 
Loyd Brewer and Phil who finished the ceiling and lights 
throughout the pavilion.   

Phil Dooley and Loyd Brewer finishing the ceiling 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
ELECTED AT THE JULY MEETING 

      

     Three new AAPOA board members were elected to 
three year terms at July’s General Membership meeting.  
Katy Bidelspach, Allan Watnik and Knut Sauer join the 
board taking the seats vacated by Rosemary Barry, 
Loyd Brewer and Pat Levine who didn’t run for reelec-
tion.  The board and membership want to thank Rose-
mary, Loyd and Pat for their many years of service and 
their hundreds of volunteer hours helping improve our 
community.  
     In addition, new board officers were named.  Pete 
DeFina is our new President and Allan Watnik is now 
Secretary.  Remaining in their positions are Joe De-
Marco Vice President and Phil Dooley Treasurer.    
     A huge welcome to all new board members and 
board officers. 

 
 

 

Welcome New Board Members 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Katy Bidelspach      Allan Watnik          Knut Sauer 
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Hi!  My name is 
Pete DeFina and 
I was recently 
elected by the 
AAPOA Board to 
serve as its new 
president.  Alt-

hough Rosemary Barry, who had 
been AAPOA president for the past 6 
years, remains active in the Associa-
tion, she decided not to seek re-
election to the Board. At our July 
meeting, I agreed to assume the role 
of board president.  
     I do want to thank Rosemary, who 
is a good friend, for her service on 
the board and especially the 6 years 
that she served as its president.  
While it’s often rewarding to be an 
active participant within one’s com-
munity, issues do arise that are not 
entirely pleasant to handle.  Rose-
mary was a good leader and a posi-
tive force on the board during all of 
the years that she served.  Her pres-
ence on the board is already missed.    
     I’ve been on the Board since I 
moved up to the Acres, on a more or 
less full time basis, in 2010.  I origi-
nally purchased my house with a 

friend of mine in 1982.  In 2004, when 
my wife, Kathy, and I were deciding 
what to do when we retired from our 
jobs on Long Island, we quickly real-
ized that we wanted to be in the Adi-
rondacks.  We bought my partner’s 
share in the house, began to remodel, 
and used the house for vacations until 
we both finally retired in 2010.  Also in 
the 2010, the Board was looking for 
several people who were willing to 
serve and I’ve been part of that leader-
ship group ever since. 
     The last several years on the board 
have been especially rewarding.  
There are a number of things that 
make me feel that way:  renovating the 
old tennis court that had become es-
sentially unusable, maintaining and 
improving the trail system on a more 
regular basis, and, most recently, the 
funding and building of our new pavil-
ion at Lake Eaton. 
     During my time on the Board, the 
most difficult issues that we’ve had to 
handle all stem from the enforcement 
of the Covenants and Restrictions.  
While property owners were not con-
sulted when these C&R’s were devel-
oped and attached to our deeds, and 

while they may seem overly restric-
tive at times, they do provide us with 
a certain level of protection.  While 
not perfect the C&R’s have protected 
owners from issues that could have 
potentially had an adverse impact on 
the value of their homes and proper-
ties.   
     During my tenure on the Board I 
do think that, as a group, we have 
gotten better at finding the right bal-
ance regarding how to enforce the 
C&R’s.  As president, I will continue 
to pay attention to the board’s need 
to fairly evaluate when and how to 
reasonably enforce the C&R’s.  Most-
ly, however, I look forward to finding 
ways to improve our neighborhood.  
Whether you are a full-time resident 
or use the Acres as a relaxing geta-
way, I’m hopeful that the AAPOA can 
play a significant role in making The 
Acres a great neighborhood in which 
to reside.  
     As 2017 comes to a close and 
winter approaches, I hope that all of 
you are looking forward to making 
great use of our wonderful little cor-
ner of the Adirondacks.    
. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
by Pete DeFina 
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Note: additional event information can be found at www.ausableacres.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Year-Rounders Dinner December 19 6PM 

Holiday Decoration Contest December 18-23  

Spring Trail Day May 5 8:30AM 

General Membership Meeting July 7 10AM 

Summer Picnic July 7 2PM 
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AAPOA Committee Reports 

ARCHITECTURAL 

The architectural committee reviews all plans 
submitted and works with the property owners 

during construction. Once a plan is approved, a building 
permit is issued, which is valid for one year.  No tree re-
moval or land clearing should be done before a permit is 
issued.  All the forms and instructions can be found at the 
top of the AAPOA website under “Governance”.   

 
TRAILS 
The trails committee held a maintenance day 
in late October focusing on improvements to 
the Silver trail around the lake.  The team 

trimmed the entire trail, added additional trail markers, 
removed roots and tree stumps, built two rustic benches 
and stabilized the picnic table near the spillway position-
ing it for a scenic view of the lake.  Thanks to the volun-
teer crew of Kevin McDonough, Frank Krueger, Greg 
Karl, Jim Jacob, Fran and Steve Shumway and Paul Lon-
genderfer.     

SECURITY PATROL 

Thanks to those who drove around the streets 
this summer and insured our neighborhood 
was that much safer.  Huge thank you to Bob 

McDermott, Pete Yochum, Charlie Roller, Knut Sauer, 
Ron Levine and to Pat Levine for organizing. 

 ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 

Check the website calendar early next year for 
details on the next roadside clean-up date. 

Our members are hard at work volunteering on different committees and here’s an update on their progress. To learn 
more about the committees including contact information to volunteer, go to www.ausableacres.org/committees 

 YEAR-ROUNDERS’ DINNER 

The dinner will be held at the Wilderness on 
December 19th.  Check the calendar on our 
website (www.ausableacres.org) which will be 

updated soon with event details. 

 TENNIS 

Jim Jacob has graciously volunteered to over-
see the upkeep of the tennis court and sur-
rounding area.  Thanks so much Jim! 

 PLANTERS 

The planters 
throughout the 
Acres are assem-

bled by a group of volunteers 
with green thumbs.  This year 
our volunteers are:   Mary and 
Frank Krueger, Marilou 
Dooley, Barbara Signorelli, 
Fran Driscoll, Deborah Lisac-
chi and Mary Ann Dee.  They 
looked beautiful, thank you all! 

CONNECT WITH YOUR COMMUNITY 

Town of Jay  

Board Meetings 

Trail crew selfie 

Did you know that the Town of Jay holds 
monthly board meetings which residents are 
encouraged to attend?  You can stay in-
formed by attending and listening to the 
board discuss current and future plans.  The 
meetings are the second Thursday of every 
month and more info can be found at 
www.jaynewyork.com 

Next year three seats will again be 
open for election at the July 7th 
AAPOA General Membership Meet-
ing. They are currently held by Joe 
DeMarco, Phil Dooley and Paul Lon-
genderfer. If anyone wishes to run for 
these seats, they will need to submit 
a bio by March 1, 2018 so that we 
can include it in the spring newslet-
ter. If you have questions about what 
is involved in serving or wish to send 
a bio, send an email 
to  president@ausableacres.org.  

2018 BOARD MEMBER ELECTION 



11. Jim Jacob – AuSable Drive between the two Oak Hollow 
signs 

12. Bob and Lou Moriarty – River Road and Cascades 
 
If anyone else is interested in Adopting-A-Road, just email 
president@ausableacres.org and we will add your name to 
our growing list. It really makes the Roadside Cleanup easier 
and keeps the roads looking better between cleanups, which 

are only held twice a year.  
 
Acres Book Club: 
Are You A Reader? 
If you like to read and spend some quality time with your 
neighbors, come join our book club.  We are an informal 
group and hope to set a calendar for the next 9 months. We 
want to have a variety of books, so if you have a favorite, 
please share.  We normally meet on Wednesdays, so if you 
are interested please email Mary Ann Dee at  
maryanndee68@gmail.com  Looking forward to hearing from 
our “library friends”. 

Adopt-A-Road:   
We steadily add new people to our Adopt-A-Road 
campaign. Here are the volunteers to date: 
 
1. Joyce Philips – Fir St 
2. Fran and Steve Shumway – Tannenbaum & 

Spruce 
3. Kathy DeFina – Sawmill from Sequoia Mtn to 

Summit 
4. Diane and John Mehrman – first section of AuSa-

ble Dr. Off 86 
5. Lynne and Bill Johnson – Oneida Lane and Se-

quoia Mountain Lane from the junction with Onei-
da to the turn-around at the end 

6. Marisol Sauer – Ridgetop, Hawthorne and Maple 
Lane 

7. Frank Krueger – AuSable Drive from Lakeside to 
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to Ausable Drive 

8. Jim Haig – Oak Hollow Rd., around lake and silver 
trail, Cherry St. and Butternut 

9. Fran Shumway – sections of AuSable Drive 
10. Rick and Connie Bremer – Sawmill from Cross to 

AuSable Drive and Red Fox Dr. 
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SUMMER PICNIC 

Each July 4th weekend, the AAPOA hosts our summer picnic for all Acres residents.  This year we had great 
weather, good attendance, great food and a lot of fun.  Can’t wait until next year! 
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members give or take a couple of 
members in any given year. 
We could easily increase that num-
ber into the 340’s if people would join 
the association every calendar year.  
For whatever reason, we always 
seem to have a group of about 30 or 
so members who fail to join annually.  
It’s not that these people don’t rejoin, 
they simply tend to skip a year.   
     That skipped year does hurt and 
keeps our potential membership lev-
els from rising.  Every year we add a 
significant number of brand new 
members to our roles.  But, those 
potential membership increases are 
offset by the loss of an almost an 
equal number of members who don’t 
join every year.  So, please, if you 

     On behalf of the entire Executive 
Board, I would like to extend our 
thanks to all 2017 members of the 
AuSable Acres Property Owners’ As-
sociation for your support by being a 
dues paying member of our organiza-
tion.  The AAPOA is a voluntary organ-
ization, as such, we begin each new 
calendar year with zero members, 
please consider using the 2018 enroll-
ment form in this newsletter to maintain 
your yearly membership or, if you 
haven’t in the past, consider joining the 
AAPOA in 2018.  
     Membership in the AAPOA has 
continued to slowly increase over the 
past 5 years.  We now seem to be 
holding pretty steady at around 316 

are financially able to do so, send in 
your membership dues for 2018.   
     Our yearly dues will remain (as 
they have since 2006) at $55 for a 
homeowner and $25 for a lot own-
er.  If you own multiple lots and/or 
homes within the Acres you do not 
pay multiple dues-- you pay either 
the $55 or $25 fee.  My guess is 
that not many other organizations, 
to which you might belong, have 
had a zero increase for the past 12 
years.   
     Once again, thanks for your 
continued support and please 
use the enrollment form in this 
newsletter to join or re-new your 
membership for 2018! 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR AAPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018 
by Pete DeFina 

Acres Model Home Sketch 

 

Rosemary Barry “retired” from 
the board in July after ten suc-
cessful years.  We can’t thank 
her enough for all the time and 
effort she placed into making 
the Acres a great place to live. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR PAST PRESIDENT 
by Paul Longenderfer 

to do it for a very reasonable fee.  The fireworks were shot 
over the lake.  It was really something to see. People still 
mention it to me and some want to know when we will do it 
again.  The second is seeing our beautiful pavilion start as a 
dream and become a reality. Of course, I didn’t build it but 
every time I see it, I am so glad I was president at the time. 
It took a few years from idea to completion but our members 
will be able to enjoy it for many, many years. 
 
Why did you decide to own a house in the Acres?  Our 
very good friends, Pat and Ron Levine, invited us to come 
up between Christmas and New Years. We came up for 
three consecutive years during that week, since we were on 
vacation from school.  During the third visit my husband, 
Doug, suggested we might want to look for a house here.  
Ron got busy right away and by the end of January, 2000, 
we had found a house.  He had scouted a few homes, con-
tacted a realtor and even got us an attorney, John McAlev-
ey.  John and Marlene became our good friends, too. We 
even stayed with the McAleveys at the time of our closing 
and it was the first time we saw the Acres with leaves on the 
trees.  When we actually came up that summer, we were 
amazed at the beauty of the area. We still love it here.  
 
Why do you think the AAPOA is important?  As a per-
son who was always active in our teachers’ union, I believe 
we can get more done as a group than as individuals.  Our 
organization protects all our owners in many ways. We have 
protected our trails and other amenities for the future 
through the settlement of our lawsuit against JLKN and now 
we work well with each other. We have enforced the C & Rs 
and won that right in court as well. Individually, it would be 
hard to do these things. We help to maintain a standard in   
     (cont. on p. 7) 

How many years were you on the board and how 
many as president?  I served on the AAPOA board 
for 10 years, six as president. 
 
Why did you run for the board?  We owned our 
home for six years at the time and John McAlevey was 
on the board, Bill Seltzer was president. John and Bill 
asked me to consider running because they felt they 
needed some new people. I had always been involved 
in committees as an elementary teacher and in the 
teachers’ union as well. I felt I could be of help. I didn’t 
speak at the meetings for the first year on the board. 
 
What’s your most memorable accomplishment on 
the board?  There are actually two. The first was the 
50th anniversary of the Acres in 2013.  We had an 
amazing day, a wonderful picnic and it was capped with 
a fireworks show at dusk.  At first it seemed like fire-
works would be out of our reach, financially, but with 
Randy Douglas’s help we were able to get a company 
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     The Town of Jay has been award-
ed a $1.9 million dollar NYS Water 
Infrastructure Act grant for the AuSa-
ble Forks Water Project. Supervisor 
Depo was given this important news 
in a letter from NYS Environmental 
Facilities Corporation in early Octo-
ber.  Depo stated that “this award will 
make it possible to build a new water 
control building and drill the neces-
sary new wells to better serve the 
water users in the AuSable Forks 
District. We are extremely grateful for 
this generous award and extend our 
sincere appreciation to NYS Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo and NYS EFC”.   

     Supervisor Depo and DPW Direc-
tor Robbie Lincoln, along with Essex 
County officials, have been working 
closely with the Army Corp of Engi-
neers and are getting closer to an 
agreement that would make the 
breaching of the Rome Dam possible 
sometime in the spring and summer 
of 2018. If successfully negotiated, 
this process could take place at no 
expense to Town of Jay taxpayers. 

     October also saw the opening of a 
new playground at the Grove/Pattno 
Athletic Complex. This new play-
ground was made possible by a grant 
from NYS Department of Parks and 
Recreation and Essex County. There 

was a Ribbon Cutting and Grand 
Opening Ceremony held on October 
7 with many past and present town 
officials attending. This playground 
was assembled by the Town of Jay 
DPW employees.  

     Also this fall, Supervisor Depo and 
DPW employee Erin Himmel attend-
ed New York State’s “Ice Jam Educa-
tion and Training Workshop” where 
they sat in on classes covering multi-
ple topics including river studies and 
disaster preparedness in the event of 
another flood.   

     New this year! The Town of Jay 
will host a Halloween event for chil-
dren at the Community Center on 
October 31

st
 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. We 

will be sharing more details as we get 
closer to the event.  

     This Holiday Season, the Town of 
Jay will once again be working with 
the Knights of Columbus to offer town 
residents a Holiday Meal Basket and 
Toy Baskets. We will be seeking do-
nations in order to keep this much 
needed program running. Many vol-
unteers came together last year to 
make this event a success. More 
press will be available regarding the 
event, and how you can join us, in 
the near future. 

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS 
by Archie Depo and Carol Hackel 

HIGHWAY DEPT UPDATE 
by Robbie Lincoln 

Here is an update of the Town of Jay highway work in the Acres areas: 
 
1. Ridgetop Ln - repaired a culvert crossing, replaced a culvert and paved 

a section of the road  
2. Cold-patched several areas of AuSable Dr and some on Cross St 
3. Culverts were cleaned in the Kitzbuehl area 
4. Raked most roads some 2 or 3 times due to the abundance of rain  
5. Mowed road sides of Au Sable Dr , Cross St and several other street 

areas 
6. Graded Ridgetop, Signor and Tannenbaum 
7. Added gravel as needed to areas of roads 
8. Broomed all paved areas 
9. Various tree debris clean up from wind and rain 
10. Pot hole repairs on Red Fox 
11. Washout repair on Alder 
Additional plans are to finish the sand stock and a few other sidewalk pro-
jects before the weather turns.   

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR 
MASS EMAILS? 
by Pete DeFina 

     In our continued attempt to improve 
communications within AuSable Acres, 
the AuSable Acres Property Owners’ 
Association created a system in 2015 
by which we can send mass emails to 
all home/property owners who sign up 
to be included.  Personal email sys-
tems will not support the sending of 
hundreds of emails at a single given 
time.  Therefore, we have established 
a relationship with a commercial mass 
email provider—Vertical Response—
that properly and professionally pro-
vides for the sending of mass emails.   
     To be included, all anybody has to 
do is provide the Association with a 
valid email address.  You can do that 
by including your email address (up to 
2) on your membership form or send 
us your email address using our web-
site www.ausableacres.org.--just send 
us an email using the “contact us” tab 
on the home page. 
     A recent and increasing problem 
is that more and more of the emails 
we send are being routed into 
peoples’ spam folders and they 
never see them.  That is the 
apparent downside of using the 3

rd
 

party to send these mass emails.  If 
you have given us your email and 
you have not been receiving 
anything from us, I suggest that you 
look in your spam folder.  Our most 
recent 2017 emails were sent on the 
following dates—10/4, 8/27, and 8/4.  
     Email providers such as gmail, hot-
mail, etc. consistently update and 
change how emails that are sent to 
you are perceived.  Given todays’ se-
curity issues, more and more personal 
computers are identifying these 3

rd
 

party mass emails as spam and auto-
matically placing them in your spam 
folder, not your inbox.             
     To correct this issue, simply 
open your spam folder and indicate 
that you do not want that particular 
email marked as spam—probably as 
simple as manually placing these 
emails back into your inbox.  Once 
you do that your email provider should 
begin to redirect and deliver AAPOA 
emails to your inbox.      

http://www.ausableacres.org
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Please Note: 
The AAPOA no longer gets new owner 
information from the Essex County publi-
cation called “The Bugle”.  The county 
has discontinued publishing “The Bugle”. 
It is now more difficult to find out names 
and mailing addresses of new owners in 
a timely manner. We send out informative 
new owner packets whenever we learn of 
a new owner. If you know of anyone who 
has purchased land or a home in the 
Acres, please contact Rosemary Barry at 
president[at]ausableacres.com with the 
information.  
 
If your mailing address changes, 
please email the above address with 
the new information so you will contin-
ue to receive the newsletter.   
Thank you! 

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS 
by Rosemary Barry 

The AAPOA is very happy to welcome these new owners to the Acres 
since the spring 2017 newsletter: 
 
1. John Tibbetts - home at 731 AuSable Drive 
2. Lori & Bill O’Neill - home at 132 Sequoia Mountain Rd 
3. Matthew Wood -home at 44 Bruin Lane 
4. Kerstin King - lot on River Road 
5. Paul Barnes - home at 40 Mohawk Trail 
6. Daniel & Valoree Burke - lot on Briar Lane 
7. Rebecca Lacey - house at 14 Cedar St. 
8. Virginia Servilio & Robert Wainwright - house at 13 Dogwood St. 
9. Emmanual Dingemans - home and lot at 8 Beech St. 
10. Jack & Edna May Reilly - home at 28 Ash Lane 
11. Adam Richard Klyczek - home at 17 Iris Lane 
12. Brandon Felt - home at 42 Oneida Lane 
13. Michelle Mucci & Randy Boger - home at 66 Scenic Point Lane 
14. Rik & Nicole Dietz - home at 49 Alder St. 
 
All of your neighbors are happy to have you join our community and 
wish you many happy years in the Acres. We hope you will become 
members of the AAPOA this year. 

150 LOT PROJECT STATUS  
by Doug Barry 

     We are almost there! As of October 5th, we only need 11 more home or property owners to register for our 150 
lot project.  All the information, history and needed forms pertaining to the 150 lot project can be found on the 
AAPOA website under the ‘Governance’ banner at the top. If you have not filled out the forms, please do so as 
quickly as possible. If you have already joined the 150 lot project, please ask your neighbors to join also.  If you have 
any questions, please call the AAPOA at 518-217-8519 or send an email to president@ausableacres.org. The soon-
er we reach 150 participants the sooner we can be confident that our association future is secure. 

...the Acres that protects our quality of life and the value of our properties. If people have problems, concerns or just 
need information, they need to have a place that they can go to for some help. We are that place. That is why mem-
bership is so important.  There are limits to what we can do, but we try to be the voice for all our owners.  
 
You ‘retired’ from the board, but are still involved in the AAPOA.  What are you doing?  I continue to post 
items on the website, when asked by a board member. I am also working on the newsletter with Paul Longenderfer 
and I send out the new owners’ packets whenever a property is sold. 
 
What are your favorite hobbies?  Since retiring from teaching I have taken up the piano again, I began horse-
back riding and I do some volunteer driving.  I also go to the gym almost every day and am now playing MahJongg, 
too.  Reading has always been a hobby of mine and now I can finish a book in a reasonable amount of time. 
 
Tell us about your family.  Doug and I have been married for 32 years. We have a wonderful, 12 year old 
granddaughter, Ella, who lives with her parents in South Carolina.  We have a cat, too, named Margie. 
 
Where do you live when not in the Acres?  We live in Huntington on Long Island, New York. 
 
Tell us about your profession.  I was an elementary teacher for 32 years in Bayville, New York.  I taught sev-
eral grades but always in the same school. I met my husband in Bayville. He taught in the same grade as me when 
he was first hired. Eventually, we were on different grade levels but always in the same school.  Sometimes that was 
pretty funny.  The kids in school at first thought it odd but, after a while, they didn’t blink an eye. Bayville was a great 
place to teach and I feel so fortunate to have had this wonderful career.    

AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR PAST PRESIDENT 
(cont. from p.5) 


