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ACRES HISTORICAL NOTES – AN AFTERNOON
WITH JAN DODDS
by Paul Longenderfer

I was fortunate enough to catch-up with Jan
Dodds to reminisce about her years as the Manager for
the Acres sales office in the early 1960’s. Here is an
overview of the great information she, along with her
sister Sue Young, passed along to me.
Jan was hired by Foster McEdward (John Eaton’s
private pilot) as office manager and worked for the Acres
from Oct., 1963 to June, 1965. The original Acres sales
office was at the corner of 9N and 86 at the bottom of the
hill in Jay on the left side if coming from the Acres. It
wasn’t staffed after the permanent office was built (now
BA Straight building). But, there were signs on the exterior
of building guiding drivers to the main office.
Several of the original employees were as follows:
John Eaton (developer), Polly Andrews (secretary), Urgil
Douglas (salesman and first worked on Dick Shampeny’s
crew), Dick Shampeny (builder and was related to John
Eaton by marriage), Foster McEdward ( Eaton’s private
pilot), Jan Dodds (office manager), Howard Moody (built
original Acres sign still standing in front of BA Straight),
Bob Shampeny (bulldozed roads and Dick’s brother), Fiore
Chioffi (salesman).
John Eaton owned several lumber companies in
VT and NY (Eaton Lumber). He built an airstrip on the left
side of AuSable drive as drive in from 86 where he would
land his plane when flying in from VT.
Originally, one Acre lots were sold for $1,000 with
$100 down and $20 per month, all financed by John Eaton.
All Acres roads were maintained by equipment owned by
Mr. Eaton and a crew paid for by him as well. During mud
season some folks needed 4x4s to get to their houses.
Sawmill Drive after you turn off of AuSable Drive was
extremely muddy and many folks got stuck there.
An old sawmill was located on Sawmill Drive near
current gated fire road before River Road. It wasn’t
operated by John Eaton and closed prior to the Acres
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being built. And Sawmill Drive was named for the old
sawmill. For those living here in the early ‘60’s, they can
remember the huge mounds of sawdust located around
the closed sawmill. Sawmill Drive once continued to the
right as it approached River Road and looped back to
AuSable Drive. Ridgetop used to continue and connect
back to AuSable Drive.
The Acres developers placed advertisements in
the Montreal Star and Montreal Gazette newspapers to
name a few. Many of the original residents were from
Montreal or New Jersey.
The Lake area was a bit different than today.
There was an outdoor shower located on the birch trees as
you walk from the parking lot on the right. A metal
playground slide that went into the lake and a diving
board was located on the dock. The lake was stocked with
trout and sand was trucked in for the beach. The ball field
wasn’t part of original plans and was added sometime
afterwards.
The ski trails were created from old logging and
hiking trails and weren’t designated with colors until the
‘70s.
There was a Neighborhood Labor Day picnic each
year (prior to the AAPOA). They built an open pit to roast
chickens. Jan’s mom cooked for the first six or seven years
and then Steinhoff’s catered after that. There was always
a cake with the year written on it.
Jan had so many great stories to share and I
enjoyed my afternoon listening to her and her family.

AAPOA PLANNING PAVILION at LAKE EATON
by Rosemary Barry

After completing a few wonderful additions to our
amenities this year, including a volley ball court and bocce
ball court and the resurfacing and renovation of the tennis
court last year, we now want to focus on another new
amenity for our membership. For years we have needed a
storage shed for AAPOA picnic tables, tents, etc. In
addition, many members and Board members have felt
the Lake area could use a gathering space where folks can
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congregate out of the elements. So, we’ve decided to
combine both of these needs and plan to build a pavilion
at the lake. The Pavilion will be approximately 26 ft. by 28
ft. with a secure storage shed in the back of the structure.

artist rendering by Joe Demarco

The plan is to raise the money for the building
materials through donations. There are many talented
builders among our membership and we plan to use
volunteer labor to construct the pavilion. The Pavilion
idea was announced at the July meeting and was very well
received. So well, in fact, that we were given two major
donations shortly after the meeting. One member gave
$4,000 in memory of her late husband who loved the lake
area and the second from John Johanson for $1,000. John
and his family own the lake property, as you know, and
believe this will be a fine addition to it. These donations
have given us a great start towards the materials.
We are in the midst of finalizing our Pavilion
giving campaign and plan to officially launch it with
additional information early next year. There will be a
space on the AAPOA member form for donations and we
plan to add a page to the website outlining how to donate
money and your time.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
by Rosemary Barry

Dear AuSable Acres Property Owners,
What a summer it has been! The 50th Anniversary
of AuSable Acres was really celebrated in grand style on
July 6th. The picnic was a huge success, over 160
attended, lots of games, great food and a canoe race with
hand made prizes by member Mike Diehl. In the evening a
fantastic fireworks show was put on by Alonzo Fireworks
and attended by over 300. It was a beautiful, dry day and
night. This alone made it an amazing day because it rained
for weeks before and many days afterwards. But July 6th
was warm, sunny and dry. Vermont Tennis Company
managed to get the court graffiti and cracks repaired just
in time, as well. Everyone who helped deserves a great big
thank you, including Randy Douglas and Chris Garrow
from the Town of Jay. They took care of some important

details, like the fire department, ambulance and sheriff’s
deputies to control parking. Chris even brought a light for
us to use after the fireworks so we could safely find our
cars in the dark. I won’t go on because there will be other
places in the newsletter where you can see pictures and
read more about our very special day.
The new volleyball court was been completed in
time for the picnic. Thanks go to Loyd Brewer, Phil
Dooley, Joe DeMarco and Pete and Kathy DeFina.
The bocce court hit a few snags but the work is
continuing and soon to be completed. Dave Plumley did a
lot of work at the start of the project and prepared the
timbers for installation . Loyd Brewer, Mike Stuart, Robert
Amato, Joe DeMarco, Pete and Kathy DeFina, Phil Dooley
and Mike Diehl all worked on the project. It was more
involved than initially thought. Thanks to all of you.
Our General Membership Meeting was held
before the picnic on July 6th. Elections were held. Jim
Phillips, Tim Mainzer and Pete DeFina were all elected to
three year terms on the AAPOA Board of Directors. The
membership also approved a constitutional amendment
that moves the winter meeting to the fall. Attendance at
the December meeting had been quite low. Our last
meeting was held on October 26th at 10:00 am. I will post
the agenda on the website about a week before each
meeting.
Speaking of the website, Paul Longenderfer got
our new website up and running in the spring. It looks
great and has a lot more information than in the past. We
now are posting minutes from the General Membership
Meetings after they are approved. He also launched a
Facebook page which has lots of pictures and information.
I urge you to check out both the website and the Facebook
page. Thanks, Paul, for all the hard work and time spent
on this.
Next July ( I know it seems very far away) three
seats will be up for election to the AAPOA Board of
Directors. Pat Levine’s, Rosemary Barry’s and Loyd
Brewer’s terms will expire. If you are interested in
running, you might wish to know the following: the terms
are for three years, you will have to attend 4-6 board
meetings and two general membership meetings each
year and you must be a member in good standing in the
AAPOA. We’ll be looking for a new Treasurer as well. A
short bio of those running for the board will be printed in
the spring newsletter. You can be either a full or part time
resident. If you have any questions, please send me an
email and I will answer them.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and holiday season.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
“Year-Rounders” Dinner

December

exact date TBD, see website for updated information.

Holiday Decoration Contest

Dec 23-27

Trail Maintenance Day

May 3 8:30AM

Roadside Cleanup

May 24 9AM

General Membership Meeting

July 5 10AM

Summer Picnic

July 5 2PM

Note: additional information is listed on our website and Facebook page.

NEW AAPOA WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
by Paul Longenderfer

We are happy to announce the launch of the
redesigned AAPOA website (www.ausableacres.org). In
an effort to better communicate to all of our members and
residents many enhancements were made including a
Calendar of events, additional maps, FAQs, Acres history
including a video and Board contact information. We’ve
also included copies of our historical newsletters which are
a fun read and will give you a glimpse of AAPOA
accomplishments over the years. As always, there’s a
Contact Us section if you ever need to reach us.
In addition, we launched a Facebook page this
spring. Please go to
www.facebook.com/ausableacrespropertyownersassociation
to view pictures of past events and the events calendar for
upcoming Acres’ happenings. ‘Like’ us to stay updated on
additions to the page.
We hope you enjoy the site improvements and our
Facebook page. They’re both a testament to our great
community and all the wonderful amenities we enjoy here
in the Acres.

MEMBERSHIP REMAINS CONSISTENT IN 2013
by Pete DeFina

The number of people joining the AuSable Acres
Property Owners’ Association remained at essentially the
same level compared to last year. Last year, at this time,
we had 301 members and currently we have 308.
The numbers break down as follows: Of the 419
people who own either a home(s) or a combination of a
home(s) and a lot(s) in the Acres 231 are AAPOA
members—almost 55%. Of the 260 people who own a
vacant lot(s) in the Acres 77 are AAPOA members—about
30%. Overall, of the 679 total owners within the Acres we
have 308 members—about 45%. On the bright side, our
membership numbers remain significantly higher the
there were in 2011 when we had 269 total members.

The most difficult aspect to maintaining a robust
membership is that, since this is a voluntary organization,
we begin each year with zero members. This year we
picked up over 50 new members who did not belong to
the AAPOA in 2012. But, we lost 45 members who joined
in 2012 and chose not to rejoin in 2013. This fact was the
difference between simply maintaining our 2012
membership levels rather than experiencing a significant
increase over last year. While I’m beginning to see that
this increase/decrease in members from year to year is
pretty typical, I’m hoping that next year we will be able to
hold on to a higher percentage of our current members.
Yearly dues will remain (as they have since 2006)
at $55 for a homeowner and $25 for a lot owner. If you
own multiple lots and/or homes within the Acres you do
not pay multiple dues. You pay either the $55 fee for a
home or $25 for a vacant lot(s). If you consider other
fees/dues that you might be paying, my guess is that not
many (if any at all) have held consistent over the past 8
years. We try very hard to spend your money wisely.
On behalf of the entire Executive Board, I would
like to extend our thanks to all members of the AAPOA for
your support by being a dues paying member of our
organization. We are looking forward to making
numerous improvements to our little corner of the
Adirondacks in 2014.
Please consider maintaining your membership or,
if you haven’t in the past, joining the AAPOA in 2014!

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS
by Rosemary Barry

The following people have become new Acres’ property
owners since we published our spring, 2013 newsletter:
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson - 64 Oneida Lane
Alexandre Domingue - 38 Raccoon Lane
Gerand Loughren & Michelle Mabee - 153 Scenic Point Ln
Theodore Rowe - 637 AuSable Drive
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Navarro - lot on Algonquin Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ales - 28 Oneida
Katy Dodsen and Josh Bidelspach - 53 Red Fox Lane
Mark Rowland & Jamie LaPierre - 37 Butternut Lane
The Johanson Family – Two lots on Cascade
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Connerty – 97 Scenic Point Lane
Welcome to all the new Acres owners and we hope you
will become members in the AAPOA.
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RECORD NUMBERS AT SUMMER PICNIC
by Paul Longenderfer

The summer ‘get to know your neighbor’ picnic
was a huge success this year attracting over 160
attendees, almost double past years. Building on our 50th
anniversary theme, the canoe race was resurrected and
was as much fun for the spectators as it was for the racers.

photo by Paul Longenderfer

Thanks to Mike Diehl and Matt Dobbs for planning
the race and to Mike for setting the course and hand
making the wonderful prizes for the event. And, thanks to
Ron Zukoski and Mike Stuart who both donated canoes to
the race and helped haul them to and from the lake.
Another addition to this year’s picnic were several
kid’s activities. There was face painting, balloon animals,
bubbles and many other games throughout the day.
Thanks to Jessie Levine, Stacy Spletzer, Micah Petersen
and Kathy DeFina for organizing.
There was a 50th anniversary display including
copies of several years of past newsletters, along with
many old Acres sales brochures, newspaper
advertisements and other historical Acres literature.

The food was great as always and the AAPOA is
happy to supply it for this wonderful event. A big thanks
to Pete DeFina for buying the food and cooking the
hamburgers and hotdogs and to his daughter Karen who
jumped in to help when the food line never seemed to
end.
We had a successful 50/50 raffle and sold many of
the new Acres Tshirts. Thanks to Rosemary and Doug
Barry and Kathy DeFina for all their efforts checking
everyone in while selling Tshirts and raffle tickets.
A picnic wouldn’t be a success without all the
tables, tents and other materials. Thanks to Phil Dooley,
Loyd Brewer, Doug Barry and others who helped set-up
and take down everything.
We hope you enjoyed the banner created to
announce the event (located at the corner of AuSable and
Sawmill) and the other signs located throughout the
Acres. This is such a great event where you get to meet all
your neighbors and want to remind everyone of the
upcoming festivities. Be on the look-out for the banner
next year announcing our annual July ‘get to know your
neighbor’ picnic.
Note: see more pics on our Facebook page.

FABULOUS FIREWORKS CAP A PERFECT DAY
by Rosemary Barry

After a wonderful picnic during the afternoon on
July 6th, our 50th Anniversary culminated in a beautiful
fireworks show at Lake Eaton in the evening. The
fireworks were put on by the Alonzo Fireworks Company.
They really loved the location that we had. So did all the
attendees. The fireworks appeared to shoot right over our
heads and they just went on and on.

MEMBER SURVEY FINDINGS
by Paul Longenderfer

The Board fielded its first survey at the July
member meeting and collected over 30 responses. The
goal of the survey is to understand what’s working well
and where possible improvements can be made within the
AAPOA.
The survey included many questions including
ranking the AAPOA amenities, the effectiveness of the
Board, members use of the website and newsletter and
what they think of the picnics plus many other questions.
An overview of results found that communications
and value of membership dues both ranked a 3.2 out of 4,
which is a very good rating. The overall satisfaction of the
AAPOA is a 2.9, which gives us some room to improve.
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newsletter plan where residents can opt out of the paper
version and only receive an eNewsletter.
We appreciate all the great feedback from the
survey and will continue to reference it as we plan for the
future.

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
by Loyd Brewer and Dave Bushey

based on a 1 to 4 scale, with 1 being poor and 4 being excellent.

Most AAPOA amenities were rated high, with our
trail system ranked the highest at 3.4 followed by the
picnic area at 3.3. We have some room to improve with
Lake Eaton (2.7), River access points (2.8) and the
playground (2.9). There are several improvements to the
playground planned for 2014 as well as updated
monitoring of the water in Lake Eaton.

based on a 1 to 4 scale, with 1 being poor and 4 being excellent.

Only 59% of those surveyed knew we had seven
committees open to all members to volunteer their time.
In response, we’ve added a page to the website outlining
each committee and who to contact for more information.
67% of respondents said they always or
sometimes attend the annual picnics. From the turn-out
at the July 4 picnic, that attendance number should
increase in the future. As you can see from this year’s
picnic, we’ve added more kid’s activities and are trying to
get more members involved with things such as the canoe
race.
Finally, 100% of respondents said they read the
newsletter. We thank you for that! A follow up question
showed that a majority of respondents would switch to an
emailed copy of the newsletter vs a paper mailed copy to
help save the AAPOA printing and mailing costs. Based
on that feedback, we’re in the midst of finalizing an email

In 1963 John Eaton, a Vermont lumberman and
inventor of the "debarker", bought 5,000 acres of forest
land for the lumber. After removing a fair amount of trees,
he decided to subdivide the land with the idea of creating
a “planned recreational community” here in Jay, NY.
AuSable Acres was born.
Eaton advertised AuSable Acres land in
newspapers in New York City, New Jersey, Albany,
Montreal and other areas. One advertisement touted “its
own 20 acre lake, 2,000 ft. airfield, 25 miles of road, water
and utilities and 3 3/4 miles of frontage on the AuSable
River.” He even offered deals to purchasers to buy one lot
and get the second at half price. The lots started at
$1,000.
The Kitzbuhel section was built later and was to be
for year round residents. The remaining areas were to be
for vacation homes. Mr. Eaton envisioned a safe, serene,
beautiful community with many activities nearby,
including Paleface on Rt. 86, that owners would enjoy for
years to come. Paleface offered winter skiing and summer
horseback riding. When he brought people here to see the
area, he often took them on horse drawn sleigh rides.
He subdivided the first section, built four model
homes and soon 100 homes were built. The first homes
were built on Alder St. At one time 30 pilots had homes in
the Acres. Eaton’s pilot, Foster Mc Edwards, had the first
home on Alder.
John Eaton died before completing his vision. His
family stopped developing the area and for many years
the Acres languished. Eventually, things picked up again
and here we are 50 years later. Happy Anniversary,
AuSable Acres.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Many of our members are hard at work volunteering for
several of the AAPOA committees. Here’s an update on
their progress.
Roadside Cleanup
There were two roadside cleanups again this year. The
first was on May 25. It was freezing and rainy but several
hardy souls helped clean AuSable Drive from Rt 86 to
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Church St, the lake and bathroom area. Thanks to Loyd
Brewer, Greg and Nancy MacDonald, Mary Ann Dee and
Rosemary and Doug Barry.

George, Gary Barlow, Paul Longenderfer, Cory Egglefield,
Nancy MacDonald, Greg MacDonald, Mike Diehl, Matt
Dobbs and kids.

At the end of the summer the same areas needed cleaning
again. This cleanup was done on August 24. Even though
the weather was better, the turnout was still small. Many
thanks go to Ron and Pat Levine, Ray Longinetti, Laurie
George, Tim Mainzer, Loyd Brewer and Rosemary and
Doug Barry.

A special thanks to Tim Mainzer and Hanns Streuli for
their trail maintenance over the years and for helping
supervise on Saturday.

We were unable to clean Sawmill, Ridgetop or Cross St.
during either cleanup because we had such small groups
of volunteers for this necessary but unglamorous task.
If you happen to be taking a walk, perhaps you would
bring a bag and pick up the roadside trash. This is our
community so all of us need to help keep it clean.
Hopefully, we will see more of you at the cleanup next
May 24.
Planters
Thanks to Mary Ann Dee and her entire team for their
wonderful planter displays this year. From the winter
holiday greens, to the summer flowers and now to the fall
themed displays. The planters never looked better and in
addition to Mary Ann, a huge thanks to the following
folks: Fran Driscoll, Mary Kruger, Helen Miller, Barbara
and Frank Signorelli.
Tennis
Thanks to Tony Germano who took care of the tennis
court again this year and Zach Zientko who refinished the
benches.
Trails
Thanks to everyone who came out to our two Trail
Maintenance Days this year.
May 4 – Here's an overview of our accomplishments:
1. Installed four water bars on the orange trail hill near the
blue trail intersection.
2. Installed a culvert and formed an earth bridge over the
small stream on the Blue trail about a quarter mile past
the intersection with the Orange trail if walking from the
air strip.
3. Dug a trench to drain the large water bog about 50 feet
from the newly installed culvert.
4. Replaced worn trail markers and installed a few new
ones on the Blue, Orange and Pink trails.
A huge thanks to those who volunteered their time: Frank
Krueger, Kevin McDonough, Greg Karl, Phil Dooley, Laurie

October 5 – we had great attendance, completed our
projects earlier than anticipated and beat the rain. Here's
an overview of our accomplishments:
1. Built seven bog bridges on the Silver trail around Lake
Eaton. One near the trail head approaching the beaver
dam and six more within the next half mile of trail. The
bridges will help aid in erosion of the trail in several very
wet areas and will lead to a better hiking experience for
everyone.
2. Cut branches and removed other objects from the
entire Silver trail. All blowdown and branches that were
growing into the trail were removed, resulting in a safer
and more fun hike around the lake.
Thanks to the following members for their help: Greg Karl,
Laurie George, Kevin McDonough, Frank Krueger, Tim
Fitzgerald, Jim Jacobs, Paul Longenderfer, Greg Barlow,
Matt Dobbs, Mike Diehl and Alex Dominque.
In addition, thanks to Kevin, Frank and Paul for monetary
donations for additional materials, to Kevin and Frank for
their time scoping the Silver trail for bridge placement and
to Kevin for buying the wood at Ward lumber. Ward was
generous in giving a discount on some of the materials.
Finally, thanks to Gregory Wright for donating his old deck
wood, to Greg Karl who reached out to Gregory Wright to
ask him for the donation and to Kevin and Frank who
sorted and hauled away the wood.
Note: we are still accepting donated pressure treated
lumber. Please email Paul at plonge1[at]gmail.com if you
have lumber to donate.
Security Patrol
This year the Security Patrol was chaired by Bob
Santasiero. Members who volunteered each toured the
Acres at dusk for a week during the summer. Volunteers
were Tim Mainzer, Peter Yochum, Tom Cairns, Ray
Longinetti, Joe DeMarco, John McAlevey, Bob Santasiero
and Doug Barry. Thanks to all of you for your efforts.
Picnic
Many thanks to so many people for throwing a wonderful
July 4 picnic and our Labor Day pot luck picnic. Please see
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the separate article for pictures and all the details. We are
seeking additional volunteers for next year’s July 4 picnic.
Please email Paul at plonge1[at]gmail.com if you’re
interested to share your ideas, meet new people and help
plan a wonderful Get to Know Your neighbor picnic.
Architectural Review
The committee is hard at work and issued 17 new permits
this year and is keeping up to date on additional building
projects. If you plan to build a structure on your property,
you must complete an application form located on our
website. Include plans and submit the completed packet
to the committee for approval before you begin
construction. See the article in this newsletter for
additional information.

TAX ASSESSMENTS PROMPTS AAPOA ACTION
by Rosemary Barry

If you ask just about anyone who owns a vacant lot
in AuSable Acres about their tax assessment, they will tell
you that it went up, often by quite a bit. They will often tell
you they can’t sell it for anywhere near the assessed
amount. Paul Longenderfer prepared a graph (below) to
show that from 2010 to 2012 only one lot out of 16 lots
have sold for an amount equal to or above the assessed
value. The rest are being sold for well below assessed
values. Our own tennis court land had its assessment
more than doubled. Loyd Brewer met with Donna Bramer,
tax assessor, in May on Tax Grievance Day to no avail.
Individual property owners met regarding their own land
assessments most received no change in assessment.
Armed with this information, I wrote a letter to
Donna Bramer and sent a copy to Randy Douglas and all
the members of the Jay Town Board in June. She took
over a month to answer my letter. Her response was less
than satisfactory. She said, “...the only sales used were
good clean valid sales that have already occurred in each
neighborhood.” She also said, “Assessors are not trying to
predict a future value of any parcel, we are only reviewing
sales that have already occurred to establish a value for
parcels that have not sold.”

The AAPOA board asked me to look into companies that
may handle our grievances on this matter as a group. I did
not find any in this area at all so each person must appeal
their assessment individually.
I would urge all owners to keep in mind that they
can go to Tax Grievance Day next year and, if they receive
no satisfaction from Ms. Bramer, they can appeal to the
Assessment Board of Review. At a Special Town of Jay
Board Meeting on Sept. 4, 2013, Donna Bramer was
reappointed.
I asked Randy about these tax concerns and he
said, “The overall assessment for the Town last year
actually went down. Individually 1/3 of the properties went
up, 1/3 went down, and 1/3 stayed the same. Anytime a
municipality does a complete reevaluation it is trying on a
community. These are mandated by the State. We don't
have to do one now for 3 years. Many Towns in Essex
County will have to do a complete reevaluation this year
but not us. I know you’re frustrated with some taxes but
we have averaged a less than 1 3/4 percent increase for 9
years since I have been Supervisor and our County rate is
the lowest in the State. State mandates are the driving
factor.”

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW PROCESS OVERVIEW
by Joe DeMarco

As all of you are aware, before building any
structure (including garages and sheds) in AuSable Acres,
an AAPOA building permit is required as well as a permit
from the Town of Jay. Here is how the process to obtain
an AAPOA permit works.
The architectural requirements and a copy of the
application form can be found on our website,
ausableacres.org. Once you have downloaded them, the
application form along with the building plans, including
site plans showing setbacks and setback locations must be
submitted to the AAPOA, PO Box 8, AuSable Forks, NY
12912 for review. There is no charge for a building permit.
The plans are then reviewed by the Architectural Review

Graph
outlining lots
sold in Acres
from May ’10
through Sept
‘12, comparing
assessed, list
and sales
prices.
Source: MLS
database
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Committee. If all is in order, you will be contacted and
receive the building permit which should be displayed
near the road at the building site. It is expected that all
structures will have the exterior completed within a year
of the permit being granted. No tree cutting is to be done
before the permit is granted and clear cutting a site is
never permitted.
This process goes very quickly if all is in order and
conforms to the AAPOA requirements. If there is a
problem, we will contact and work with you to get it
resolved as soon as possible. All the contractors who build
in the Acres are familiar with this process and follow it.
We try to approve all requests quickly so that no
one is inconvenienced unnecessarily. If you have questions
about this process feel free to send an email to
president[at]ausableacres.org.

NORTH COUNTRY HONOR FLIGHT
by Joe DeMarco

I am a WW 2 Veteran and have been working with
our local Honor Flight group. We are trying to raise funds
so that we can fly any WW 2 veteran who would like to see
HIS or HER WW 2 Veterans Memorial Monument in
Washington before they die. Just about everyone alive
today knows a WW 2 veteran. Most, if not all of them,
would love to be able to go to see this memorial, which
was only completed in 2004, long after too many had
already passed away.
I don't think the community at large ever realizes
how much goes into the preparation and logistics for
these flights and ceremonies for our WW 2 veterans, how
much work is involved and the difficulty in raising the
needed funds.
A single aircraft, which is a Saab 340, seats 34 and
we break that down to 16 veterans,16 guardians, one
flight officer and one medical officer. Our cost for the
aircraft, excise tax, ground transportation from BWI to
DC, and meals for all on board comes out to about $15,000
per trip. About $5,000 of that is recouped from the
Guardians who pay $350 each. This leaves a bottom line
cost of very close to $10,000 per flight, excluding jackets,
hats and wheelchairs, which we provide. We have five
flights this year and are hoping to do even more next year.
Any group, individual or business that is able to
donate any amount will be greatly appreciated. You can
visit their website: www.northcountryhonorflight.org to
see videos and read about the important work they do to
help our WW 2 vets get to this memorial.
Donations can be sent to: Honor Flight, 1 Derek
Drive, Keeseville, NY, 12944. Thank you for caring.

HOLIDAY DECORATION CONTEST
Our annual holiday decorations contest will be held
December 23 through December 27. We encourage you
to decorate your front yard and the outside of your house
in the most festive displays of the season. Members of the
judging committee will travel throughout the
neighborhood to name three homes that will be chosen to
win prizes. Will yours be one of them?

THE FUTURE IS NOW - 150 LOT PROJECT
by Rosemary Barry and Paul Longenderfer

Several years ago JLKN purchased several
thousand acres surrounding AuSable Acres. They acquired
all the land that had not been previously subdivided by the
Eaton family when they first began selling property in the
Acres in 1963. JLKN's holdings run along Cross St, parts of
Sawmill Drive, parts of AuSable Drive and part of the area
known as the Cascades. There are other parcels, as well,
but these are the largest. JLKN could subdivide the
property and sell building lots in the future. This is the
reason for the 150 lot project. A short history follows as
well as the steps that you can take to insure the existence
of the AAPOA and its amenities permanently.
HOW DID THE JLKN AGREEMENT HAPPEN?
When John McAlevey, our former attorney and board
member, realized the Eaton family was selling their
holdings in AuSable Acres, he was concerned about
maintaining our right to use the amenities that were
promised to AAPOA members at the time they bought
property. He solicited original owners and asked them to
sign Quit Claim Deeds to ensure our permanent rights to
use the trails, lake and river accesses as promised. In order
to remove the Quit Claim Deeds and clear title, JLKN sued
the AAPOA. Negotiations between JLKN and the AAPOA
resulted in the AAPOA securing its right to the amenities
mentioned above. The 150 lot agreement is part of the
larger agreement between the AAPOA and JLKN.
WHAT IS THE 150 LOT AGREEMENT AND WHY IS
IT IMPORTANT? The 150 Lot project is an agreement
between the AAPOA and JLKN that stipulates if 150
AuSable Acres home/lot owners agree to make their
AAPOA membership mandatory, JLKN will be bound to
make all of their future home/lot owners mandatory
members. If JLKN develops their land prior to 150 AAPOA
members signing-up for mandatory membership, their
homeowners have use of the lake and trails without
paying AAPOA dues since the lake and trails are officially
on JLKN land. In addition, the JLKN homeowners could
start their own property owner’s association which could
compete with the AAPOA.
This is an important
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agreement as it guarantees a strong base of dues paying
members into the future.
HOW AM I AFFECTED IF I BECOME PART OF
THIS? When you sign-up for the ‘150 lots’ you agree to
make your AAPOA membership mandatory for you and
future owners of your property. An important fact of this
agreement is that AAPOA members who sign-up for the
150 Lot project are only bound to mandatory membership
if and when JLKN develops their land.

support this important initiative and ask you to go to our
website and click on the ‘150 Lot’ info heading and
download the notary form. Complete the notary form
including your name, local address, Tax ID number and
deed reference which are located on your annual tax bill.
If you don’t know your ID numbers, we’ll use your address
to research. Have the form notarized and mail to AAPOA,
PO Box 8, AuSable Forks, NY 12912. The AAPOA will file
the forms and have your deed amended at no charge.

Approximately 75 of your neighbors have
guaranteed their AAPOA membership. We hope you

ADVERTISERS
Please support the businesses that advertise in the AAPOA newsletter. Not only are they wonderful, local businesses, but
their advertising dollars help us offset the costs of printing and mailing our semi-annual newsletter to every household in
AuSable Acres. If you or a business you know would like to advertise, please send an email to pl[at]ausableacres.org
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Charter Communications coming to AuSable Acres
Charter Communications has begun to design and lay the groundwork for a new network throughout Ausable Acres to
provide digital and high definition television and high speed Internet (broadband) services. Construction and installations
will begin as early as possible in the spring of 2014.
Charter’s network will provide residents with the best in entertainment and Internet available today. Charter TV® is bringing
you more HD with over 106 HD channels, instant access to On Demand movies and shows, downloadable mobile apps
including WatchESPN and Watch Disney Channel, commercial-free music channels, an interactive program guide, easy-touse parental controls and so much more.
With Charter Internet®, enjoy fast speeds up to 30 Mbps, 10X faster than DSL. Simultaneously stream videos, download
files and more without sacrificing your Internet performance and have enough bandwidth for all your devices.

Important Notice for Homeowners with Underground Utilities
The deployment of Charter services will be expedited if we can install the underground drop lines to each house at the
same time the construction on the roadways is taking place. Charter has a form for homeowners to sign to grant Charter
permission to perform work to install underground wire (commonly known as a “drop”) from the street to each house/lot.
This work is at no cost to the homeowner, and there will be little disruption to the property.

The signed agreement will allow Charter to perform the necessary work in ensuring all lots are wired and ready for current
and new homeowners as soon as they are ready to have service installed. This agreement in no way obligates anyone to
sign up for Charter services, but will fully prepare the property to receive services after activation of the network in Ausable
Acres.
For more information and to receive a copy of the Permission Form, please contact Mike Smith at
Michael.Smith2@charter.com.

∆ Charter has been working closely with officials with the Town of Jay, Essex County and Empire State
Development’s Connect NY program to extend our network and bring broadband and cable services to this area.

