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FIRST ANNUAL SKATING PARTY 

 
     On February 24th, we held the first annual ice skat-
ing party on Lake Eaton.  The weather didn’t cooperate 
too well with warm temps, but a few hearty souls decid-
ed to skate anyway and had a great time.  The kids 
roasted marshmallows while others played a pick-up 
hockey game.   
    Huge thanks to Tom Jegen who built a warming hut, 
small fire pits and led the shoveling of the lake through-
out the winter. 
    Look on the website calendar this fall for details on 
next year’s party. 
 
 

see p.6 for additional pics 

AAPOA BOARD ELECTIONS AT  
SUMMER MEETING 

      

     On July 7th at 10am in the Community Center in 
AuSable Forks the AAPOA will hold our bi-annual mem-
bership meeting including the annual Board Election. 
There are three seats that are open and each term is for 
three years. Joe DiMarco and Phil Dooley have decided 
not to run for reelection while Paul Longenderfer will 
seek reelection.  Several residents have expressed in-
terest in the open positions, but none submitted their 
bios in time for this publication.  Any member may be 
nominated from the floor during the July meeting. 
 
Paul Longenderfer 

It’s hard to believe that I’ve been part 
of the board for the past six years.  
During that time, it never ceased to 
amaze me how much our member-
ship gets involved —- from roadside 
clean-ups and maintaining the trails 
to gatherings like the July picnic and 
Year-Rounders dinner.  But, in my 

opinion, building the pavilion by far is the  proudest ac-
complishment by the membership over the past few 
years. 
    My family and I love coming to our part of the Adiron-
dacks just as much as we did when first buying our cab-
in in 2009.  We were taken in by great neighbors (shout-
out to the Summit Lane crew) and are fortunate enough 
to have met so many more friends through the AAPOA. 
    I’m running for another term and look forward to see-
ing all of you at the July membership meeting where 
we’ll hold the annual boardmember election.  After-
wards, meet me at Lake Eaton for the annual July picnic 
to catch-up, share some food and talk about what we 
can accomplish over the next six years. 
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If you are a cur-
rent customer of 
the FWWC, you 
should have re-
ceived a 3-page 
letter in March 
regarding their 

request to the Department of Public 
Service for a rate increase.  
     Since their rates have remained 
unchanged since the beginning of 
2010 they may well be able to justify 
an increase in their base rate.  How-
ever, their request to the Department 
of Public Services (DPS) for an in-
crease of 81.6% is certainly alarming 
and well above what would be any-
thing resembling a reasonable rate 
increase.   
     It’s important to know that the 
DPS must approve all rate requests 
prior to any increase going into effect.  
They have the ability to approve, 
reject, or modify this initial proposed 
request.  The DPS may also consider 
the fact that, in addition to our basic 
rate, we are all currently paying an 
additional annual surcharge of $200 
($50 quarterly).    
     The AAPOA Board has already 
submitted a separate detailed com-
ment to the DPS outlining our con-
cerns.  As individual customers, we 
urge you to also comment directly to 
the DPS.  It is important that the DPS 

hear the concerns of individual custom-
ers regarding this request. 
 
How to Respond 
There is a website-- http:/
www.dps.ny.gov that you can ac-
cess.  If you select the “search” tab 
and insert the following case number: 
18-W-0074 you will be directed to 
the appropriate page.    
 
Or, send a written comment to: 
Kathleen Burgess, Secretary to the 
Commission 
Department of Public Service 
3 Empire State Plaza, 20

th
 floor 

Albany, NY 12223 
 
Comments are being accepted as of 
this date through April 29

th
.  The DPS 

is likely to make a ruling on this rate 
increase request by Mid-May or shortly 
thereafter. 
 
How to Post a Comment 
Posting a comment is not difficult.  
When you go to the DPS website and 
put in the case number (see above), 
the main page regarding the FWWC’s 
request will appear. 
     There are several tabs.  One tab 
titled “filed Documents” is where you 
can see all of the information that the 
FWWC filed with the DPS.  Another tab 
titled “Public Comment” is where you 

can read previously posted com-
ments by other people.  
Commenting:  Again, once on the 
DPS’s website (www.dps.ny.gov), 
and have typed the case number (18-
W-0074) into the “search” tab you will 
be at the main page where you can 
post your comment.  On the bottom 
right side of the main page you’ll see 
a tab titled “post comments.”  Clicking 
on that tab directs you to a page that 
will allow you to enter your name, 
address, phone, email address, and 
room for you to write a comment (Up 
to 4000 characters, if you’re feeling 
really wordy).  After your comment is 
written simply press the post com-
ment button at the bottom and you’re 
done.   
     If you need some suggestions 
regarding what to write, you can look 
at the previously posted comments 
on the DPS’s site for ideas.  Also, 
below are some talking points that 
might prove helpful.  The DPS does 
look at these comments.  It is impor-
tant for individual customers of the 
FWWC to make their feelings known 
to the DPS. 
 
Talking Points 
1. The total increase that the FWWC 
is seeking is 81.6%.  They are seek-
ing a raise from our current base 
price of $334.75 annually to $608.02 
annually.  An annual increase of 
$273.27.   
2. This annual increase of $273.27 
DOES NOT include the $200 sur-
charge.  If the full rate request is 
granted and the surcharge is kept in 
place, it would bring the total annual 
cost of our water service to $808.02 
($202.01 quarterly, or $67.34 month-
ly).   
3. According to a document that the 
FWWC filed, the average national 
cost of water service is $464 per 
year.  The annual cost in New York 
State $609.72.  Our current annual 
rate, including the surcharge, is 
$534.75.  The FWWC is asking to 
increase that total cost to $808.02, an 
amount that is out of line with most 
other water companies.  
(cont. on p.3) 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
by Pete DeFina 
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Note: additional event information can be found at www.ausableacres.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Spring Trail Day May 12 8:30AM 

Roadside Clean-up June 23 9AM 

General Membership Meeting July 7 10AM 

Summer Picnic July 7 2PM 

 AARCH Tour Aug 18 10AM 
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AAPOA Committee Reports 

ARCHITECTURAL 
The architectural committee reviews all plans 
submitted and works with the property owners 

during construction. Once a plan is approved, a building 
permit is issued, which is valid for one year.  No tree re-
moval or land clearing should be done before a permit is 
issued.  All the forms and instructions can be found at the 
top of the AAPOA website under “Governance”.   

 TRAILS 
Join the trail crew at our next maintenance 
day on Saturday, May 12.  Meet us in the 

Lake Eaton parking lot at 8:30am and will fan out to the 
different trails.  Hope to see you there! 

 ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 
Come join us on June 23rd for the next clean-
up day.  Meet in the Lake Eaton parking lot at 

9AM and we’ll disperse to different roads throughout the 
Acres. 

Our members are hard at work volunteering on different committees and here’s an update on their progress. To learn 
more about the committees including contact information to volunteer, go to www.ausableacres.org/committees 

 YEAR-ROUNDERS’ DINNER 
Check the website calendar 
(www.ausableacres.org) for details on the 
next dinner. 

 TENNIS 
The tennis court is open and ready for play.  
Thanks so much Jim! Jacob for taking care of 
the court! 

 PLANTERS 
Once again, Mary 
Ann Dee and her 
great team will 

make the planters throughout 
the Acres beautiful.  Please 
reach-out to her if you want to 
volunteer   maryann-
dee68@gmail.com 
 

continued from p2  
It’s important that the DPS pay attention to our total cost (base rate + surcharge) as they deliberate on this rate in-
crease request. 
 
Additional Information 
1. The FWWC has been collecting the $200 annual surcharge since July, 2009.  They claim 379 connections which at 
$200 per year yields something in the neighborhood of $75,800 per year or around $644,000 since July of 2009.   
2. The advantage of the surcharge to us as customers is that this money can only be spent for approved infrastruc-
ture improvements to our water system.  Our system certainly needed and has benefitted from improvements that 
have been made out of this fund since 2009.   
3. The most recent improvement was the construction of a much needed replacement water tower that services most 
of the Acres.  Since its construction much of the surcharge is now going to pay off the loan that was secured by the 
FWWC to pay for the tower’s construction.    
4. We have not seen any accounting for the surcharge money which has been collected since July 2009, so we really 
do not know how much has been spent and what remains available in that account.  Again, it is important that the 
DPS considers our total cost—basic rate + surcharge.  
 
Water is essential to our lives and we need a viable company to deliver that service to our homes.  But, we also need 
to keep the cost of that service affordable.  It is important that you express your feelings to the DPS as they begin 
their deliberations regarding this rate increase. . 



Tennis Court:   
Our tennis court was last repaired and resurfaced in 2012 and 
should be resurfaced every five years to preserve the work 
that was done. Last year the board determined that with re-
pair of the cracks that appear after every winter, the court 
could last another year without resurfacing. After the snow 
melts and the court is examined, there will be a determination 
as to whether or not it needs to be resurfaced this year. Jim 
Jacob is our current tennis court caretaker and we are grate-
ful for his help.  
 
AARCH Tour:   
The first AARCH tour in the Acres was held in 2016. It was so 
well received that there was a waiting list so AARCH has 
asked to hold another one. It will be on August 18.  There will 
be 6 homes on the tour. Pete DeFina and Loyd Brewer will 
address the group at the start of the tour.  The group will be 
limited to 20-30 participants.  Our little corner of the Adiron-
dacks is a very interesting place for many besides all of us. 
 
Acres Book Club: 
Are You A Reader? 
If you like to read and spend some quality time with your 
neighbors, come join our book club.  We are an informal 
group and hope to set a calendar for the next 9 months. We 
want to have a variety of books, so if you have a favorite, 
please share.  We normally meet on Wednesdays, so if you 
are interested please email Mary Ann Dee at  
maryanndee68@gmail.com  Looking forward to hearing from 
our “library friends”. 

Adopt-A-Road:   
We steadily add new people to our Adopt-A-Road 
campaign. Here are the volunteers to date: 
 
1. Joyce Philips – Fir St 
2. Fran and Steve Shumway – Tannenbaum & 

Spruce 
3. Kathy DeFina – Sawmill from Sequoia Mtn to 

Summit 
4. Diane and John Mehrman – first section of AuSa-

ble Dr. Off 86 
5. Lynne and Bill Johnson – Oneida Lane and Se-

quoia Mountain Lane from the junction with Onei-
da to the turn-around at the end 

6. Marisol Sauer – Ridgetop, Hawthorne and Maple 
Lane 

7. Frank Krueger – AuSable Drive from Lakeside to 
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to Ausable Drive 

8. Jim Haig – Oak Hollow Rd., around lake and silver 
trail, Cherry St. and Butternut 

9. Fran Shumway – sections of AuSable Drive 
10. Rick and Connie Bremer – Sawmill from Cross to 

AuSable Drive and Red Fox Dr. 
11. Jim Jacob – AuSable Drive between the two Oak 

Hollow signs 
12. Bob and Lou Moriarty – River Road and Cascades 
 
Thank you to those who keep the Acres roads looking 
neat and clean.  If anyone else is interested in Adopt-
ing-A-Road, just email president@ausableacres.org 
and we will add your name to our growing list.  
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YEAR-ROUNDERS DINNER 

This winter’s dinner was held at the Wilderness Inn in December.  We had over 50 members who attended. A 
huge thanks to chairperson Joyce Phillips for organizing and hope to see you at the next dinner.  Check the 
website calendar for details once they’re posted. 
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    And, if you have some extra time 
please also consider volunteering at 
one of the many tasks that we per-
form—there is a list of work commit-
tees looking for volunteers on the 
membership application form in this 
newsletter. 
    The AAPOA is very active at im-
proving the quality of life and main-
taining home and property values 
within the Acres.  Here is a short list 
of some of the things we do:  We 
keep the hiking/skiing trails clear of 
debris and safe for all residents to 
enjoy.  We maintain a right-of-way 
giving river access to residents who 
like to fish the AuSable River.  We 
maintain the two restrooms across 
the street from Lake Eaton and main-

     The AuSable Acres Property Own-
ers’ Association is a voluntary organi-
zation.  Every calendar year we must 
start at zero and completely rebuild our 
membership.  Luckily, we have a solid 
nucleus of owners who support the 
AAPOA each year with dues money-- 
as of April 1

st
 we have over 200 paid 

members!  Just as important, many of 
these people also volunteer their time 
performing a myriad of tasks that make 
our organization so viable. 
    If you haven’t already done so, 
please consider becoming a dues pay-
ing member for 2018 (the mailing label 
on this newsletter will have an’18 on 
the label if you sent in your dues mon-
ey prior to 3/20/2017).  Look for the 
membership form in this newsletter.      

tain the lawn and area around the 
lake. We maintain the tennis court 
and new pavilion. 
    We hope that you feel being a 
member is worthwhile.  We certain-
ly speak with a stronger voice when 
we have as many members as pos-
sible. 
    Please note:  If you sent in 
your dues money after 3/20/18 
your 2018 membership may not 
be reflected on the mailing label 
as current.  However, if you have 
received your 2018 membership 
card, please understand that our 
records have you listed as a paid 
in full 2018 member. 
 
Thanks for your continued support! 

HAVE YOU  JOINED AND PAID YOUR DUES FOR 2018? 
by Pete DeFina 

SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER 

SEASONS IN FOCUS 

There are so many things to do in and around AuSable Acres all year long.  Here’s a sampling of activities for each 
season right in our community. 

Recommended  

 
Fishing in Lake Eaton or 
in the world renowned 
AuSable River from our 
private access trail off of 
River Road. 

Recommended 

Hiking to the summit 
lookout on Clark Mountain 
to take in the fall colors and 
sweeping views of the High 
Peaks including the ski 
trails of Whiteface off in the 
distance. 

Recommended 

A picnic in the pavilion at 
Lake Eaton followed by a 
canoe or kayak ride in 
the lake.  Follow that up 
with a  walk around the 
Silver trail lake with sweep-
ing views of the lake and 
Clark Mountain 

Recommended 

Cross country skiing 
through the more than ten 
miles of trails throughout 
the Acres private trail    
system. 
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     Hello, my name is Kevin Zaumet-
zer.  I am the newly elected official 
for the Town of Jay Highway Superin-
tendent and I took office as of 1/1/18.  
The year got off to a rough start.  I 
had a hip replacement in December 
and was still recovering coming into 
my new position.  We had 3 staff 
members leave for other employment 
opportunities and 1 staff member out 
on medical leave.   
    Previous Superintendents were 
working with a staff of 10 and 11 em-
ployees which allowed them to run 4 
to 5 trucks in the Acres during a 
storm.  Due to our staffing situation 
this year, we were only able to run 2 
and on occasion 3 trucks to cover 
approximately 48.30 road miles with-
in the Acres.  Our staff had their cur-
rent routes to maintain plus covering 
all other gaps as they were able. 
    This was a very frustrating winter 
and we did the best we could.   We 
had received a few complaints that I 
felt I was able to address.  Consider-
ing the amount of residents within the 
Acres, we greatly appreciated every-
one’s patience and understanding. 
    As weather allows, I plan on work-
ing in the Acres to get your roads 

groomed and gravel placed in all the 
areas that need it. 
    Due to the Bike Race and Dam 
removal planned this summer, I am 
not comfortable trying to do any 
pavement repairs on Au Sable Drive 
as the heavy traffic would tear apart 
any repairs we were to do.   
    I am trying to plan for some addi-
tional monies within the Highway 
Budget for some priority road repairs. 
The exact amount of our current allot-
ment from the State Program (CHIPS 
= Consolidated Local and Highway 
Improvement Program) has not been 
determined..  They have specific 
guidelines for how these monies are 
spent and some of the short term 
repairs do not qualify. 
    I want the constituents of the Town 
of Jay to know that I am approacha-
ble.  They may contact our depart-
ment with any concerns and I will try 
my best to assist them.  The Town of 
Jay has a new website  
www.townofjay.com and we hope to 

utilize this more in the future to com-

municate with the public. 

HIGHWAY DEPT UPDATE 
by Kevin Zaumetzer 

150 LOTS—YOU’VE DONE IT! 
by Doug Barry 

     As of late March, we now have 150 
participants in the 150 lot project. 
While this is wonderful news, we 
should continue to get more partici-
pants in order to secure the future of 
your association. Reaching this goal 
means that if JLKN develops their 
property in the Acres all its homeown-
ers will be obligated to become mem-
bers of YOUR association.  This en-
sures that all the wonderful amenities 
that exist in the Acres will have the 
necessary funds for maintenance and 
improvement.  The more members in 
the project we have, the stronger your 
association will be.  Please continue to 
encourage your friends and neighbors 
to join the 150 lot project.  The docu-
ments and forms can be found on the 
website under the ‘Governance’ head-
ing. It has been an arduous and 
lengthy undertaking but it will prove to 
be well worth the effort. Forms will also 
be available at the General Member-
ship Meeting and picnic on July 7, 
2018. 
.   

ADDITIONAL PICS FROM THIS WINTER 

Marshmallow roasting at the skating party Socializing at the Year-Rounders Dinner 

http://www.townofjay.com


7 

Please Note: 
The AAPOA no longer gets new owner 
information from the Essex County publi-
cation called “The Bugle”.  The county 
has discontinued publishing “The Bugle”. 
It is now more difficult to find out names 
and mailing addresses of new owners in 
a timely manner. We send out informative 
new owner packets whenever we learn of 
a new owner. If you know of anyone who 
has purchased land or a home in the 
Acres, please contact Pete DeFina at 
president[at]ausableacres.com with the 
information.  
 
If your mailing address changes, 
please email the above address with 
the new information so you will contin-
ue to receive the newsletter.   
Thank you! 

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS 
by Rosemary Barry 

The AAPOA is very happy to welcome these new owners to the Acres 
since the spring 2017 newsletter: 
 
1. Joshua & Cathrine Travis - home at 28 Forest Lane. 
2. Nicholas Passino - lot on Ridgetop Lane. 
3. Austin Bassette - lot on Fern Lane. 
4. Justin & Erin Juliano - home and lot at 28 Oneida Lane. 
5. Allan Watnick & Patricia Koch - home at 158 Scenic Point Lane. 
6. Patrick & Elizabeth Purcell  - home at 28 Almweg Lane. 
7. James Smith & Susan Steinhart - home and lot at 59 Oak Hollow 

Rd. 
8. Corinne Young - lot on Butternut Lane and lot on Oak Hollow Rd. 
9.   James Gray - lot on Algonquin Lane. 
10. Chris & Leslie Lamirande - home at 51 Sequoia Mountain Road. 
11. Blake Battin & Kaitlyn Romagnoli - home at 36 Fir Street. 
12. Ginger Nutbrown - 2 lots on Dew Drive. 
13. Emily Koch & Gabriel Levinson - home at 159 Alder St. 
14. David & Nicole Delarosa - home at 85 Cottontail Lane. 
15. James Dougan & Linda Snickles - multiple lots on Briar Lane. 
16. Patrick Hanley - home at 130 River Road. 
17. Melissa Marando - home at 41 Traum Lane. 
18. Helen Barbara Berko Philipson - lot on Sequoia Mountain Lane. 
19. Hillsboro Inlet, LLC - lot on Seneca Trail. 
20. Jason Dessingue - lot on Evergreen Lane and lot on Spruce Lane. 
21. William & Amanda Sprague - home on 27 Hochsteig Lane. 
22. Gerald & Linda Gosnell - home on 124 Beech Street. 
23. Blake Battin & Kaitlyn Romagnoli - home on 36 Fir Street. 
 
All of your neighbors are happy to have you join our community and 
wish you many happy years in the Acres. We hope you will become 
members of the AAPOA this year. 

FIRE PREVENTION IS UP TO ALL 
by Loyd Brewer 

   Over the years, we have had a few house fires that have demolished entire structures and the surrounding 
woods.  With Spring coming soon, I would like to take this time to remind homeowners in the Acres about the 
danger of fires and precautions we can take. 
     Most of the fires in the Adirondacks are ground fires.  With this thought in mind the leaves, pine needles and 
fallen branches around your house should be raked and cleaned up so fire cannot travel to your home.  Be es-
pecially mindful of the area under decks and buildings built on piers.  
     Please do not discard ashes from wood stoves or grills in the woods.  Place them in a metal container away 
from decks and wood piles.  Not too long ago someone on Sequoia Mt. Road dumped ashes from their wood 
stove across the road from their home and started a brush fire that burned several acres. 
     Many people are using outdoor fire pits. If you have one, be sure the fire is completely out before going in-
doors.  If you rent your home and you have a fire pit, be sure to leave instructions for extinguishing the fire for 
your renters.  
    Also, don’t forget to clean pine needles from roofs to prevent a spark from your chimney starting a fire.  
 
These tips can save your home and maybe your life.   
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Please support the businesses that advertise in the AAPOA newsletter.  They are wonderful, local businesses and their 
advertising dollars help offset the costs of printing and mailing our semi-annual newsletter to every household in  
AuSable Acres.  If you or a business you know would like to advertise, please send an email to plonge1[at]gmail.com. 


