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100+ ATTEND JULY PICNIC
by AAPOA Board

The weather was great, the food delicious and
about 100 residents attended this year’s July 4th
‘Get to Know Your Neighbor’ picnic. There was a
bouncy house for the kids while the adults caughtup with old friends and were able to meet new
friends.
The annual July 4 picnic is hosted by the
AAPOA and is the largest gathering of AuSable
Acres residents all year long. It’s a great way to
meet your neighbors, rekindle old friendships and
stay in touch with what’s going on in our neighborhood.
A huge shout out to all the volunteers who make
the event possible.

Fall 2018

THREE ELECTED TO AAPOA BOARD
by AAPOA Board

At the July 7th meeting, three people were elected
to serve on the AAPOA board for three year terms.
Tricia Koch and Ian Ellbogen were newly elected
and Paul Longenderfer was re-elected. In addition,
Rosemary Barry was elected to complete the final
year of Rick Bremer’s term. Officers for the coming
year are Pete DeFina, president; Knut Sauer, vice
president; Allan Watnik, Secretary and Tricia Koch,
treasurer. Thanks to Phil Dooley for serving on the
board as treasurer and historian for many years and
Joe DeMarco whose service to the AAPOA in many
capacities goes back decades. You will both be
missed and we appreciate all you have done for the
AAPOA.
At next July’s General Membership meeting, we
will again elect three board members to three year
terms. The seats are held by Pete DeFina, Jim Phillips and Rosemary Barry. There are about six board
meetings a year and two general membership meetings that board members are expected to attend.
Generally, the board members also take on additional tasks such as committee work or short term
work that arises during the year. Any member in
good standing wishing to run for the board needs to
submit a short bio along with a photo to the president before the spring newsletter is published in
May. If you are interested in running and have any
questions, please contact Pete DeFina, board president. Nominations can also be made from the floor
the day of the meeting.

Welcome New
Board Members

Tricia Koch

Ian Ellbogen
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK
by Pete DeFina

AuSable
Acres is a
unique area
within the Town
of Jay for a
number of reasons. It’s basically a sub-division-- we live on
mostly 1 acre parcels. Our houses tend to command a sale price
point higher than in many other
areas in the town. We pay higher
taxes. It’s also a unique combination of people who reside here-some of us are full-timers while
others vacation here as often as
possible, but live elsewhere. Many of us are older, but
school buses traverse our roads
daily.
Regardless of your full-time/part
-time status, regardless of your
age, regardless of how long you
have lived in the Acres, we are
not always viewed in the same
manner as other town residents. The folks who live in other
parts of Jay don’t know us very

well, or certainly don’t know many
of us. And, the converse is also
true.
The AAPOA Board is trying to
begin to alter our relationship with
the town at-large in a number of,
what we hope are, positive
ways. Several of us have been attending Town of Jay Board meetings and encouraging our membership to also attend. The Jay Town
Board meets at 7 PM on the second Thursday of each
month. The meetings are held at
the Community Center in AuSable
Forks and generally last about an
hour and a half—not an unpleasant
way to spend 1 ½ hours once a
month.
These meetings are the perfect
place for residents of the Acres to
interface with our elected Town Officials. The Town Board is comprised of 4 members plus Archie
Depo who is the Town’s Supervisor. They are all very civic minded
people who care deeply about our
town. You also routinely find vari-

ous department heads of the
Town at these meetings. Getting
to know one another is a good
way to start building a stronger,
more positive relationship.
AAPOA members may have noticed that we have added a place
on the membership form where
you can indicate if you are registered to vote in the Essex County. In the future, we hope to use
this growing list to inform our Essex County voting residents of
upcoming elections, the issues,
and the people running for office,
etc.
Anyone who might be interested
in doing a little poking around on
their own… the Town of Jay has a
fairly new website that has quite a
bit of interesting information on it
pertaining to town meetings, local
laws, announcements, their various departments, contact information, and much more… it’s
worth a look
www.townofjay.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Year-Rounder’s Dinner

Dec 18

6PM

Community Ice Skating Party

Jan 19

2PM

Spring Trail Day

May 11

8:30AM

Roadside Clean-up

TBD

General Membership Meeting

June 29

10AM

Summer Picnic

June 29

2PM

Note: additional event information can be found at www.ausableacres.org
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AAPOA Committee Reports
Our members are hard at work volunteering for the AAPOA committees. Here’s an update on their progress. To learn more about
the committees including contact information to volunteer, go to www.ausableacres.org/committees

ARCHITECTURAL
The committee reviews all plans submitted
and work with the property owners so
there are no misunderstandings once construction
begins. Once a plan is approved, a building permit is
issued, which is valid for one year. No tree removal
or land clearing should be done before a permit is
issued. All the forms and instructions can be found
at the top of the AAPOA website under
“Governance”. Allan Watnik is the chair and happy
to answer any and all questions.

PLANTERS
A hard working group of our members
planted flowers in the spring in wooden
barrels around the Acres. They are Mary
and Frank Krueger, Barbara Signorelli, Fran Driscoll,
Deborah Lisacchi, and Mary Ann Dee. Lori and Kevin McDonough decorated the pavilion for Christmas
last season as well. Thanks to all of you for your hard
work. These volunteers have been doing this for
many years and we appreciate it.

PICNIC
Each year, the AAPOA sponsors a summer picnic for all our members. An event
like this takes many volunteers and we’re soliciting
your help. Volunteers are needed for many things
including cooking the food and clean-up after the
picnic to name a few. Please email
president@ausableacres.org if you’re interested to
meet new people and help plan the picnic.

TENNIS
A huge shout-out to Jim Jacob for taking
over the trimming and cleaning of the tennis court.
Plans are in the works to resurface the court in
2019. Please consider a donation to the tennis fund
to help with this project.

TRAILS
A large group of volunteers made the fall
trail day in October a success. Please
see the article on page 4. The next trail
day is on May 11, 2019. Meet in the Lake Eaton
parking lot at 8:30 am. Email Paul Longenderfer
plonge1@gmail.com to volunteer or with any questions.

ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP & ADOPT-A-ROAD
The roadside clean-up committee will host
their spring clean-up in the spring. Check
our website calendar in early 2019 for the date and
time.
These hard workers have made our roadside cleanups easier to do. It is a never ending task. We can
always use more. If you wish to adopt a road, send
an email to the president’s email:
president@ausableacres.org. We will be glad to add
you to the list.
The volunteers are:
Joyce Philips-Fir St, Fran and Steve ShumwayTannenbaum & Spruce, Kathy DeFina-Sawmill from
Sequoia Mtn to Summit, Diane and John Mehrmanfirst section of AuSable Dr. off 86, Lynne and Bill
Johnson-Oneida Lane and Sequoia Mountain Lane
from the junction with Oneida to the turn -around at
the end, Marisol Sauer-Ridgetop, Hawthorne and
Maple Lane, Frank Krueger-Ausable Drive from
Lakeside to Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to
Ausable Drive, Jim Haig, Oak Hollow Rd., around
lake and silver trail, Cherry St. and Butternut, Fran
Shumway sections of AuSable Drive.

YEAR-ROUNDERS’ DINNER
The board would like to thank Mary Ann
Dee for being the driving force and organizer for the year-rounders dinner for so
many years. The dinner is a great way to get to
know your neighbors and its thanks to Mary Ann that
our community has this great social outlet.
The next dinner is December 18th. Please check on
our website soon for additional information.
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150 LOT PROJECT UPDATE
by Doug Barry

After 8 long years of stops and
starts we have reached and surpassed the goal of 150 in the 150
lot project. As of October 2, 2018,
we have 160 properties registered
in Elizabethtown. We thank all of
those who are participating and still
welcome others to join. Now your
association, the AAPOA, with the

trails, tennis court and picnic area, is secure for the future.
The history and rationale for the
150 lot project is available on the
AAPOA website along with the
requisite forms to participate. We
continue to encourage more
property owners to participate.
Participation assures all owners

that the amenities and their rights
will be protected. If you read the
information and have questions,
send an email to the president’s
email and you will received a response.
Again, we thank those of you
who have placed your trust in the
AAPOA.

TRAILS COMMITTEE REPLACES BRIDGE ON YELLOW TRAIL
by Paul Longenderfer

On Saturday, October 27th, a large group of volunteers replaced an old bridge on the Yellow cutover trail
off of the tennis court road. The new bridge spans the entire drainage ditch which will help reduce erosion
from hikers walking through the old, muddy trail. And, the team reused the old bridge to span a muddy
section of trail in another spot on the yellow trail. In addition, the team trimmed and filled many low-lying
spots along the trail.
A huge thanks to the following folks who volunteered their time. Frank Krueger, Kevin McDonough, Greg
Karl, Jim Jacob, Matt Barnes, Tricia Koch, Steve and Susan Albert and friends, and Steve and Susan Vasil.

Work in Progress

Completed Bridge
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IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR AAPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2019
by Pete DeFina

On behalf of the entire Executive
Board, I would like to extend a big
thank you to all 2018 members of
the AuSable Acres Property Owners’ Association. We appreciate
your support by being a dues paying member of our organization.
The AAPOA is a voluntary organization, as such, we begin each new
calendar year with zero members,
please consider using the 2019 enrollment form in this newsletter to
maintain your yearly membership
or, if you haven’t in the past, consider joining the AAPOA in 2019!!!
Membership in the AAPOA has
continued to slowly increase over
the past 5 years. We now seem to
be holding pretty steady at around
312 members give or take a couple
of members in any given year.
We could easily increase that
number into the 340’s if people
would join the association every
calendar year. For whatever reason, we always seem to have a

group of about 30 or so members
who fail to join annually. It’s not
that these people don’t rejoin,
they simply tend to skip a year.
That skipped year does hurt and
keeps our potential membership
levels from rising. Every year we
add a significant number of brand
new members to our roles. But,
those potential membership increases are offset by the loss of
an almost an equal number of
members who don’t join every
year. So, please, if you are financially able to do so, send in your
membership dues for 2019!
Our yearly dues will remain (as
they have since 2006) at $55 for
a homeowner and $25 for a lot
owner. If you own multiple lots
and/or homes within the Acres
you do not pay multiple dues-you pay either the $55 or $25 fee.
My guess is that there are not
many other organizations, to
which you might belong, that

have had a zero increase for the
past 12 years.
New this year is the ability to
pay your dues online. If you
go to our website,
www.ausableacres.org and go
to the drop down menu, under
“owner resources” and then
to “online membership form”;
you’ll be set to pay your dues.
Or you can follow this link-www.ausableacres.org/
membership-form
Once again, we hope that you
will consider joining for this coming year!

NEW FOR 2019
Join and Pay using
our new online form.
www.ausableacres.org
/membership-form

AUSABLE ACRES WELCOMES NEW OWNERS
by Rosemary Barry

The AAPOA is very happy to welcome these new owners to the
Acres since our spring, 2018 newsletter:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

William Straight - home at 44 Sawmill Rd
Peter Blaney - home at 48 Signor Lane
Daniel and Erin Hanczyk - home and lot at 72 Alder St
Scott and Jill Christiansen - home at 54 Antler St
Matthew Amyot - home at 43 Fir St
ADK Wildlife, Inc. - lot on Antler Drive
Clifford Jordan - home at 38 CayugaTrail
Richard & Pamela Simpson - home at 42 Summit Lane
Lori Ann Strow - lot on River Road
Bill & Karen Gibney - home at 302 River Road
Robert Lampack - lot on Sawmill Road
Peter & Leslie Potente - home at 37 Seneca Trail
Hillsboro Inlet, LLC - lot on Whitetail Lane
Douglas Polley - home at 84 Spruce Lane
Michael Miller & Robin Mortensen-Miller - home at 27 Red Fox Dr.
Juraj Malina & Suzana Malinova - lot on Fern Lane
17. Allen & Laura Fredericks - home at 74 Spruce Lane
18. K4K, LLC - lot on Gooseberry Lane

All of your neighbors are happy to have you join our community
and wish you many happy years in the Acres. We hope you will
become members of the AAPOA this year.

Please Note:
The AAPOA no longer gets new owner
information from the Essex County publication called “The Bugle”. The county
has discontinued publishing “The Bugle”. It is now more difficult to find out
names and mailing addresses of new
owners in a timely manner. We send out
informative new owner packets whenever we learn of a new owner. If you know
of anyone who has purchased land or a
home in the Acres, please contact Rosemary Barry at president[at]
ausableacres.com with the information.
If your mailing address changes, please
email the above address with the new
information so you will continue to receive the newsletter. Thank you.
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STROLLING THE SILVER TRAIL AROUND THE LAKE
by Rosemary Barry

One of the best amenities we
have in AuSable Acres is the network of more than 10 miles of
trails. The land is owned by the
Johanson family (JLKN) and
maintained by the AAPOA for the
enjoyment of our members and
guests, thanks to the agreement
we made with them almost 10
years ago. Our trail committee
members have worked to improve
the condition of the trails by replacing bridges that have rotted,
clearing brush, widening the paths
and making sure they are marked,
placing wooden walkways over
murky areas, etc. The committee
members have changed over time
but I want to mention the ones I
am aware of and personally thank
them for their work. Paul Longenderfer chairs the committee and
organizes two trail maintenance
days per year. In between, they
remove fallen trees and see to
any repairs that are needed quick-

ly. They collect wood that they
use for repairs and building, too.
The volunteer committee members are Kevin McDonough,
Frank Krueger, Fran and Steve
Shumway, Ian Elbogen, Greg
Karl, Martin Tyler, Gary Barlow,
Pete and Kathy DeFina, John
Needle, Matt Barnes, Cory Egglefield, Phil Dooley, Jim Jacob
and Matt Dobbs. Past members
Tim Mainzer and Jim Sanville also
did lots of trail work for many
years. If I omitted anyone, I apologize.
On to the Silver Trail which is
probably the most used of all the
trails. This summer I walked the
trail with guests who were visiting
from Long Island. They were so
impressed by its beauty and condition. We found it really easy to
walk and well marked. The surface is even, there weren’t any
downed trees to block our path
and the scenery is lovely. It is so

peaceful that you could hear frogs
croaking and birds singing as we
walked. It is about a half hour
walk and there is even a picnic
table where you can rest about
halfway around. Sadly, though,
there was some litter. Even so,
we thoroughly enjoyed the walk.
If you are an AAPOA member, I
strongly urge you to take a walk
on this or any our other trails. You
won’t be disappointed. In the winter most of them are great for
snowshoeing or cross country skiing. Just a reminder, though, carry out what you carry in and keep
your dogs on a leash.
I am so glad that we have these
hard working people taking care
of the trails for all of us. I can’t
thank them enough. If you see
any of them, please thank them
too.

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
by Archie Depo, Town of Jay Supervisor

Greetings from the Town of Jay Supervisor’s Office. We welcome autumn
to our area and all its splendor. I hope
that you have gotten a chance to take
in the sights and smells of fall as the
trees change “clothes” in preparation
for the upcoming winter.
The Town has been extremely busy
over the last few months so I thought I
would offer an update of the ongoing
projects:

Bog Bridges being built on the Silver Trail
photo by Frank Krueger

Rome Dam- The Rome Dam project is
nearing completion. The engineers feel
that the project will be fully complete
within the next two to three weeks. This
dam, once a vital part of our local industry, had sadly been inspected and
categorized a “C” (high hazard) by the
DEC and therefore the Town was mandated to take the necessary measures
to ensure the safety of its residents.
cont. on next page
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ROME DAM BEING REMOVED
by Pete DeFina

I’m not sure how many people
who own property within AuSable
Acres are aware of the existence
of the Rome dam. It’s on the East
side of AuSable Drive as you
head down into AuSable Forks.
It’s 3/10ths of a mile before the
stop sign at the corner of Church
Lane.
The dam is 38 feet tall and 103
feet wide spanning the width of
the West branch of the AuSable
River at that point. It was built in
1893 and rebuilt in 1936. Its purpose was to supply water and mechanical power to the J & J Rogers Company pulp mill located
below the dam in AuSable Forks.
After hurricane Irene the NYS
DEC listed the dam as structurally
unsound and capable, should it
fail, of leading to the loss of life
and damage to property downstream. With grant money from
the State of NY, the Town of Jay
conducted a study regarding vari-

ous options in dealing with the
dam. The conclusion of the study
was that the least expense and
most effective solution was to
completely remove the dam, returning the river to its original
state. The almost $3 million project is being funded by a grant
from the State.
The removal of the dam began
on August 22nd with the project to
be completed by mid-November.
The most laborious aspect of the
project is the removal of some
40,000 cubic yards of silt, gravel,
and stone that has been collecting
behind the dam (to give you a
sense of this volume, a dump
truck holds about 15 cubic yards
of material). Allowing all of this
collected stone, gravel, and silt to
simply flow downstream was not
an option regarding the future
health of the river.
As they slowly chip away the dam

in small sections and the water
level lowered, a road was temporarily built to allow dump trucks
and cranes to go into the river bed
and the process of loading and
removing the collected debris began. Most of the silt, sand and
gravel can be used by the Town
and is being stored at various
sites. The larger riverbed rocks
are being collected and stored by
the AuSable River Association for
future use in making repairs to the
AuSable River as needed.
To learn more about the dam,
its removal, or view pictures and
video of the removal process
please go the AuSable River Association website—
www.ausableriver.org/programs/
restoration/rome-dam.
On Facebook, go to the AuSable River Association’s page—
there are numerous photos and
videos on their page, as well.

cont from previous page

We are also gearing up for
some wonderful upcoming annual
events hosted by the Town of Jay;
On October 31st, the Community
Center gym will transform into the
2nd Annual BOO-Fest. In the daytime we host school groups and
interested daycare programs at
our Halloween Spectacular Event!
After dark, the gym transforms
into a slightly spookier event for
the older trick or treaters. Please
join us for a fun filled Halloween
night!
In November we will begin collecting food items for our Annual
Thanksgiving Basket Program.
Last year we provided twenty
Town of Jay families with holiday
meals and we look forward to
continued growth in this project
each year. Please consider joining us in this much needed event.
Also in November, we begin our
Holiday Toy Drive, a long time

tradition here at the Town of Jay.
This charitable event provided
Christmas gifts and toys to over
70 Town of Jay children last year
and we anticipate similar numbers
this year. Again, we ask you to
consider joining us for this valued
community event.
Also, be sure to watch for details on the upcoming Christmas
in the Forks.
For more information on any of
the above projects and events
please call the Supervisors Office
at 518-647-2204.
In closing, I would like to take
this opportunity to express how
honored and humbled I am to
serve the Town of Jay and its
constituents. It is not a duty that I
take lightly and I continue to strive
for new possibilities and opportunities to keep Jay moving forward
to progressive and innovative new
horizons.

East Branch Restoration-The
engineers have outlined 13 priority projects to be managed within
this multifaceted project. Currently, the Town Board is working to
choose 2-3 projects to launch the
restoration work in the spring of
2019. More funding is being applied for and future work on the
remaining projects will be ongoing. We are excited to get this ball
rolling!
Community Center Emergency
Shelter Rehab- This long awaited
project is scheduled to start within
the month with the remainder of
the work to be scheduled throughout the winter months. This project will make us ever ready to
serve constituents in the event of
any emergency. We look forward
to unveiling the final results of this
exciting project.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT UPDATE
by Kevin Zaumetzer

The Town of Jay Highway Department has had many challenges this year. Aging equipment
has been one of the biggest challenges but due to our Shared Service agreement with surrounding
towns we were able to get most
jobs addressed. I feel we were
able to get sufficient time in the
Acres areas that allowed us to
grade and/or rake most of the
roads. Yearly roadside mowing
and pavement sweeping was
completed in the Kitzbuel area,
Au Sable Dr, Cross St, Oak Hollow, Ridgetop and Sawmill. We
were able to cut back roadside
brush on Au Sable Drive and
patch potholes. We are also
grateful for the assistance of Moriah Shock inmate crews that assist

us when they can. Gravel was
placed on several roads within the
Acres areas to bring them back
up to grade. Various culvert work
as in thawing, flushing, cleaning
or replacement was done. There
were several downed tree clean
ups due to rain & winds. As requested, seasonal turtle signs
were placed on Ridgetop this
year.
Our Department is still needing
to fill one full-time position for Motor Equipment Operator. Must
have CDL with one year of experience. The Town Board passed a
resolution to hire outside the town
limit but town residents would be
considered first. If you know of
someone who would be interested, please have them contact our

office. With that being said, until
that position is filled we will do our
very best to cover the territory
needed with sufficient trucks.
I realize there is much work to
be done and I try to plan accordingly for all of our town roads. Priorities are made and we do our
best to meet those needs with the
time, staff and money we have to
work with.
I am approachable and want
constituents to continue to contact
our department with any concerns
and I will try my best to assist
them. All of our Department information may be found on the Town
of Jay website at
www.townofjay.com
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Route 86 Jay NY 518-946-7301

Celebrating 34 years of creating in the Adirondacks

BLACK MOUNTAIN
SCREENS
Mike Edwards

Specializing in Screen & Glass Repairs
Including Insulated Glass Replacement

(518) 946-2269 • (518) 524-2253

97 Black Mountain Lane
AuSable Forks, NY 12912
cell# 973-477-2986
518-647-5691
mininmike@aol.com (e-mail best Dec-June)

Doors • Windows
Porches & Repairs
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518-946-2058
Cell: 518-524-2253

D & H Property Management
Caretaking, Mowing, Excavation,
Electrical, Snowplowing
Darin Forbes
Owner

P.O. Box 261
Wilmington, NY 12997

Specializing in
Residential and
Light Commercial
Electrical Work
INSURED

64 Sheldrake Rd.
Au Sable Forks
New York 12912
Cell (518) 570-7202
adksparky@gmail.com

“Quality in Progress”
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Joy’s Renovations, Inc.
Ron Joy, President

P.O. Box 360
AuSable Forks, NY 12912
(518) 847-8240 Office
(518) 569-8239 Cell
rjoycontracting@yahoo.com

Stocking a full line of lumber,
building supplies, hardware, paint,
electrical, plumbing, animal feed,
pet food & unexpected items too!
Support local jobs. Buy local.
697 Glen Road Jay, NY
(518) 946-2216
Quality, Service & Value

WardLumber.com

Timothy J. Devins

Timothy J. Devins Garage & Deli
General Repairs & Towing

13024 NYS Rt 9N
Jay, N.Y. 12941
Garage: 946-7285
Deli:
946-2235

PRECISION
TREE
SERVICE
(518) 942-6545

Capital Improvement Via Trees
•Hazard tree removal and replacement
•View cutting
•Lot clearing

(518) 837-7323

PO Box 975 Lake Placid, NY 12946
JKPROARBOR@GMAIL.COM

FREE assessments and management recommendations

MEMBERSHIP FORM
AuSable Acres Property Owners’ Association (AAPOA)

Membership Includes
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES (Jan 1—Dec 31)
$55 Homeowner or $25 Lot Owner

▪ 10 miles of hiking and ski
trail access
▪ Lake access including
picnic area with pavilion,
charcoal grills, playground,
playing fields, volleyball
court, bocce court, basketball court, shuffle board
court and bathrooms
▪ Tennis court access
▪ AuSable River fishing
access point
▪ Annual July and Labor Day
picnics
▪ Semi-annual newsletter
▪ Semi-annual member
meeting

$__________

DONATIONS
Recreation Area

$__________

Tennis Court

$__________

Legal Fund

$__________

General Fund

$__________

Pavilion

$__________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$__________

COMMITTEES
check the box of the committee(s) you're interested in joining
Roadside Cleanup
Picnics

Trail Maintenance

Tennis Court

Planters

Architectural
Security Patrol

add me to the ”Year-Rounders” dinner distribution list — all members are welcome
check here if you are a registered voter in Essex County (for AAPOA purposes only)

MEMBER NAME AND ADDRESS

Date:

/

/

.

Name_______________________________________________
Acres Address____________________________________ Local Phone #_________________
Mailing Address________________________________________
City______________________

State_____

Zip______________

Emergency Phone #___________________ E-mail_____________________________________
addtl. E-mail_____________________________________

Please make checks payable to AAPOA and mail with this form to:
AAPOA - PO Box 8 - AuSable Forks, NY 12912

