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NEW OWNERS - SPRING 2021 

The Acres Reporter 
AuSable Acres  Property Owners’ Association 

The following people have purchased in the 

Acres since our fall newsletter 

1. Jami & Anthony Piraino - lot on River Road 

2. Aaron Munn - home at 55 Cedar Street 

3. Melinda & Robert Daniels - lot on Evergreen 

Lane 

4. Russell & Kallie Moore - home at 53 Red Fox 

Lane 

5. Robert & Linda Kroll - home at 29 Algonquin 

Lane 

6. David Sklar & Sien May Chin - home at 92 Tan-

nenbaum Lane 

7. Justin Hink - home at 31 Cherry Lane 

8. John & Heather Prendergast - lot and home at 

25 Fern Lane 

9. Patrick & Wanda Scordo - home at 85 Cottontail 

Lane 

10. Scot & Ann Gerould - home at 88 Fern Lane 

11. Jan Patrick- home at 23 Fern Lane 

12. Michael Meyers & Laura Serafin - lots on Oak 

Hollow and Aspen Lane 

13. Christopher Sendker- lot on Algonquin Lane 

14. Kamilla Kelly - lot on Evergreen Lane 

15. Cory & Amy Provost - home at 4 Cedar Street 

16. Earl & Kimberly Walker - home at 671 AuSable 

Drive 

17. Ronald & Caroling Hancey - home at 39 

Hochsteig Lane 

18. Brian & Holly Hedell - lot on Cascade Lane 

19. John Magcasi - lot on Whitetail  

20. Mark & Rosa Bitnun - lot on Sawmill Road 

21. Bridget Williams - home at 28 Butternut Lane 

22. Jaclyn Sykes - home at 19 Sequoia Mountain 

Lane 

23. Michael Kreho - lot on Algonquin Lane 

24. Ted & Kelly Sahrle - lot on Cayuga Lane 

25. Ken & Christine Friberg - lot on Fern Lane 

26. Craig & Kristin Garaas-Johnson; Philip & Malida 

Johnson - home at 28 Oak Hollow Rd 

27. Paul Greenberg - lot on River Road 

28. Daniel & Diione Murch - lot on Beech St. 

29. Terrence & Lauren Flemming - lot on Spruce St. 

30. Tina Singe - home at 637 AuSable Dr 

31. Timothy & Margaret Codd - lot on Rockledge 

Lane 

32. Kelly Oisin - lot on Algonquin Lane 

33. Sarah Fitzmaurice - lot on Sequoia Mountain 

Lane 

34. Richard & Denise Carlson - lot on River Road 

35. Joseph Marciano - lot on Tannenbaum Lane 

36. Mark & Christine McAllister - 2 lots on Spruce 

Lane 

37. Peter & Jessica Gordon - home at 5 Mohawk 

Trail 

38. Stay Adirondacks LLC - home at 39 Oneida Lane 

 

We hope you enjoy many happy years in the Acres 

and become members of the AAPOA in  

order to enjoy all our amenities.

If you are planning to move, please send us 
your new address. If you purchase a home or 
lot in the Acres, please let us know so we can 
keep our record up to date and send a new 
owner’s packet to you. Give us your mailing ad-
dress and the property address you purchased.  
 
Thank you.  
Send an email to president@ausableacres.org 

mailto:president@ausableacres.org
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2021 AAPOA BOARD ELECTIONS 

This year we have four seats that are open. Greg Karl completed an unfinished term last year and now is 
running for a full three year term. Ian Ellbogen is running for reelection. There is one seat to be filled for one 
year. Jim Phillips is no longer on the board and we thank him for his seven years on the board and the Ar-
chitectural Review Committee. In addition, Tricia Koch, our current treasurer, is not running again so that 
seat must be filled. If we don’t have all the nominees in place in time for this newsletter, nominations can be 
made from the floor at the General Membership Meeting on July 3, 2021. 

Greg Karl was born in Pittsburgh, where he studied psychology and music. 
Beginning in his early 20s he began visiting, backpacking, and falling in love with 
the Adiron-dacks. He earned a Ph.D. in musicology at the university of Cincinnati 
and taught music in colleges and universities there and in Virginia. Greg worked in 
the orches-tra libraries of the Cincinnati Orchestra, Boston Symphony and Boston 
Pops, the Metropolitan Opera, and the New York Philharmonic. While working in 
New York City Greg spent many weekends and summer months in Ausable Acres 
beginning in 2004, residing on Alder Street where he currently lives full time. 
Hiking, bush-whacking, snow shoeing, cross country skiing, and maintaining trails 
in the Acres have been his principal avocations. 

This spring begins our second year dealing with the coronavirus.  Over the past year we’ve had much to 
learn about keeping ourselves safe living under this threat.  No doubt, it was an extremely challenging year 
for everyone.  Personally, being retired was a big help.  Those who were working, had other health con-
cerns to negotiate, had school-aged children… all had a myriad of additional challenges to face. 
Hopefully, while there are still remaining issues to confront, the worst is behind us.  Unfortunately, as I write 
this, our Canadian friends and neighbors still cannot return to their homes in the Acres.  Hopefully, that will 
change within the coming months.  

Throughout this past year the Acres became a safe haven to many additional people.  There was a visible 
increase in the number of people using their homes and remaining there for extended periods of time.  At-
tempting to be positive, our many outdoor spaces made it easier for people to remain somewhat connected 
to one another and still safely socially distance.  Our hiking trails absolutely saw additional traffic.  Trail traf-
fic remained high throughout the winter months with people donning snowshoes and skis while braving the 
cold.  

Beginning last spring and continuing into this year, there is a significant increase in the buying and selling 
of homes and vacant lots.  I can’t imagine that we won’t continue to see more people taking advantage of 
everything that life in the Acres and the Adirondacks has to offer.  I’m hopeful that this will be a rejuvena-
tion of sorts with folks, new to the Acres, bringing with them a new excitement to our area. 

At the start of this year, I was surprised at how quickly and efficiently vaccines became available in the 
North Country.  My wife and I were vaccinated at the Plattsburgh airport in January and February.  As of 
the first week of April over 40% of Essex County residents have had their first dose of vaccine and over 
28% are fully vaccinated.  But we do continue to see new covid cases within our county daily.   

Looking ahead to this summer, we will have our first of two General Association Meetings on Saturday, July 
3rd.   The location has yet to be decided.  But my guess is that we will probably hold it outdoors, at the 
pavilion, as we did last year.  At this point in time, the Board has not made a decision regarding the picnic 
that generally follows the meeting.  Last year, of course, the picnic was cancelled and it may remain too 
soon to picnic in a large group setting… but, time will tell. 

I hope that your life is at least beginning to return to something resembling normal and, if you were able to 
spend time in the Acres, I hope that it provided you with needed calm and comfort during this worldwide 
tragedy.  

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN – MARCH, 2021 by Pete Defina 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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The AuSable Acres Property Owners’ Association is 
a voluntary organization.  Every calendar year we 
must start at zero and completely rebuild our mem-
bership.  Luckily, we have a solid nucleus of owners 
who support the AAPOA each year with dues money
-- as of April 1st we had over 240 paid members!   
 
If you haven’t already done so, please consider be-
coming a dues-paying member for 2021.  Look for 
the membership form in this newsletter. Or you 
can go to our website- www.ausableacres.org 
and on our home page you can click on the 
online membership form.  On our secure site, 
you can pay with a credit card. 
 
Dues remain at the same levels-- $55 for a home-
owner and $25 for a lot owner—as they have since 
2006.  We are very careful with how dues money is 
spent.  But as cost rise, we do count on membership 
levels to increase to make up for inflation.  If you 
can afford a few extra dollars, please consider 
making an additional donation to one of the are-
as specified on the membership form.  It would 
be much appreciated!!!   
 
If you have some extra time, please also consider 

volunteering at one of the many tasks that we per-

form—there is a list of work committees looking for 

volunteers on the membership application form in 

this newsletter. 

The AAPOA is very active at improving the quality of 
life and maintaining home and property values within 

the Acres.  Here is a short list of some of the things 
we do:  We hold several trail maintenance days each 
year that help keep the hiking/skiing trails clear of 
debris for members to enjoy.  We maintain a right-of-
way giving river access to members who like to fish 
the AuSable River.  We maintain the two restrooms 
across the street from Lake Eaton as well as the 
lawn, pavilion, and area around the lake.  We also 
maintain the tennis court.  
 
We hope that you feel being a member is worthwhile. 
Thanks for your continued support! 
 
Pete DeFina 
 

Membership Chairperson and  

President of the AAPOA 

 

HOW TO TELL IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS UP TO 
DATE:  
 
LOOK FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP YEAR (2 DIGITS) IN 
THE UPPER RIGHT-HAND CORNER OF THE MAILING 
LABEL 

AUSABLE ACRES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR 2021??? 

Note: additional event information can be found at www.ausableacres.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Roadside Clean-up 
Self Guided—see article 

May 1  

Spring Trail Clean-Up  
Meet at Pavilion 

May 8 9:00AM 

General Membership Meeting—2021 
Location TBD  

July 3  

 MEMBERSHIP YEAR (as of 4/05/21)  
 

MAILING LABEL 

http://www.ausableacres.org-
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John McAlevey passed away peacefully on January 2, 2021 two weeks 
shy of his 98th birthday. He had a long, remarkable life as a WWII fighter 
pilot, political leader and office holder in Rockland County, NY. John was a 
political activist and MTA board member. For this piece, however, we are 
going to focus on his work on behalf of the AAPOA and AuSable Acres.  
 
John and his wife, Marlene, bought their home in the Acres in 1987 and 
soon became immersed in the issues that concerned all the residents, 
namely, legal rights to use the amenities. The original owners in the late 
1960s were told they had rights to the trails, lake and lake area, fishing 
access points and tennis courts. The problem was it wasn’t written any-
where and until the 1990s anyone could and did use them.  After the origi-
nal developer, John Eaton, passed away his daughter was eventually 
looking to sell her interest in the Acres. It became important to formalize 
the arrangement and John was willing to work on getting that done (pro 
bono). He became the AAPOA pro bono attorney for many years and we 
all benefitted from his knowledge, experience and hard work on our be-
half. 
 
In order to achieve this goal, he filed quit claim deeds on behalf of the 
original owners, which deeded the rights to the amenities to the AAPOA. 
There were a few individuals who were interested in purchasing the unde-
veloped, undivided land. Eventually a company called JLKN got the prop-
erty when the company for which they held the mortgage defaulted. JLKN 

was now about to become the owner of several thousand acres. They couldn’t get clear title to the proper-
ty because of those pesky quit claim deeds that had been filed  so they sued the AAPOA. After many 
court sessions negotiations began between AAPOA and JLKN. At stake was the future of our rights to the 
trails, tennis courts, lake area and 2 fishing access points. John prevailed, and in addition to these rights 
JLKN agreed to monitor the lake for plant growth and try to keep it under control. They have put in sterile 
carp which has had mixed success.  
 
There is another part of the agreement with which you probably are already familiar. That is the 150 Lot 
Project which said that if we got 150 property owners to agree to be permanent members of the AAPOA, 
then, if JLKN starts to build, their owners must also join our association. We have surpassed that goal and 
now do not have to worry about a second association forming. The AAPOA is responsible for maintaining 
the amenities so we wanted to have control over the use by being the only association. It truly guarantees 
the future of the AAPOA and the acres.  
 
In the early 1990s vacant land in the Acres was decreasing in value and not selling. John felt we should 
create a non-profit Land Trust to collect some of these lots and preserve them in the Acres as forever wild. 
They couldn’t be sold and the owners got a one time tax deduction. The land was no longer privately 
owned but rather in the Trust which would pay a minimal amount of property tax annually. Everything 
sounded good except the Town of Jay opposed the idea because these parcels were removed from the 
tax rolls. After many negotiations, it was agreed to cap the number of lots in the trust at 15, where it stands 
today. There is a small amount of property tax paid each year by the AAPOA.  
 
All this legal work, plus other matters, kept John very busy for a very long time but he managed to pursue 
his pastimes of hiking, canoeing, kayaking, cross country skiing and napping (which he brought to an 
Olympic level).  He and Marlene leave an enormous, loving family of 9 children, 18 grandchildren and 2 
great grandchildren. The whole family spent a great deal of time at the McAlevey home in the Acres and 
continue to do so. It is a place of many wonderful memories for them. His wife, Marlene, passed away in 
2019 and now with John’s passing it is the end of an era.   
 
 

JOHN MCALEVEY, LONGTIME AAPOA ATTORNEY, BOARD MEMBER 
AND ACTIVIST, DIES IN JANUARY by Rosemary Barry, Loyd Brewer  



TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT by Bill Gibney, Chairperson 5 

Thanks to the help of Frank Krueger and Kevin McDonald, all of the AAPOA trails were trimmed and cleared 
in preparation for the winter season.  We also posted all the trails with new markers bearing the AAPOA 
logo.  In the Kitzbuhel area, the new blazes are still the round style marker with the logo.  In the “new’ area, 
the trial blazes are triangular.   

We had an independent work day in October and AAPOA members clipped overhanging branches and re-
moved blow downs.  Knut and Marisol Sauer built a new bridge over the beaver dam near the pavilion.  As 
snow arrived, we put up Winter Trail Etiquette signs at all the trail heads requesting that hikers avoid the XC 
ski tracks when possible so as to avoid ruining them with postholes.  This is consistent with winter use 
throughout the ADK and we saw limited success this winter.  Trail use was up significantly this winter and, 
thankfully, there were no fallen trees or other obstacles despite several storms and high winds. 

The beaver dam had some issues with thin ice this winter and a couple of dogs fell through. Fortunately, all 
were rescued.  Pete DeFina and I posted warning signs at both sides discouraging crossing.  We will have 
to monitor this next winter.  Because the beaver dam has gotten so large, Blue trail is no longer a 
“through” trail. 

As a reminder, all of the property that the trails traverse is privately owned.  Access is restricted to the 
marked trails and only to current AAPOA members.  Please do not cut any trees that are not obstructing the 
trails or make new trails.  The trail map on the AAPOA website has been updated to reflect all the marked 
trails and a copy of that map is included with membership renewal.  Please also carry out any bagged poop 
when hiking.  Regrettably, someone has been leaving the bags along the trail for others to carry out. 

We are planning a trail work day for May 8 to work on the Silver trail in a couple of areas. 
Please meet at 9 a.m. at the pavilion if you can join us. 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORT by Allan Watnik 

There have been four permits issued since the last newsletter. Two were for new homes, one for a shed and 
one for lot clearing in order to build a home within one year. 

Below are revisions to facts listed in the fall newsletter due to the large number of recent inquiries. They are 
shown in all CAPS. 

1. A shed or garage can be built prior to the construction of a home. The purpose of the shed or garage
must be for storage only. It is a violation of the deeded Covenants and Restrictions to live or camp in
these structures. CONSTRUCTION CREWS OR PROPERTY OWNERS MAY NOT RESIDE ON A
PROPERTY DURING CONSTRUCTION.

2. Vinyl or aluminum siding is strictly prohibited on all structures. THIS INCLUDES TEXTURED VINYL SID-
ING THAT RESEMBLES WOOD.

3. An AAPOA building permit will not be issued until proof of a Town of Jay building permit has been submit-
ted.

Once again, we ask that as few trees as possible be removed before and during construction. It is our goal 
to maintain the forest-like nature of AuSable Acres. The entire Architectural Requirements are on our web-
site. Please read them carefully to avoid a costly legal issue.  

Feel free to contact the Architectural Committee prior to clearing land and/or building your structure. We wel-
come your questions by mail or by email to president@ausableacres.org 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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6 A FAMILY CLEAN-UP EFFORT 

Many thanks to Team Provost on their successful roadside cleanups!  
Dad Cory with daughters Mila (8 yr.) and Bristol (9 yr) tackled Cedar St over the Thanksgiving weekend and 
left it looking so much better for their efforts! Cory Provost was keen to use the project as a positive learning 
experience for his daughters and from the looks on their faces, it was a success.  They did it again in the  
beginning of April. The amount of trash was greatly reduced. I think we can say this was a job well done.  
Thank you all. 

ADOPT A ROAD VOLUNTEERS 

1. Joyce Philips-Fir St
2. Tricia Koch & Rich Apelt - Tannenbaum,

Evergreen & Spruce.
3. Kathy DeFina-Sawmill from Sequoia Mtn to Sum-

mit
4. Diane and John Mehrman-first section of AuSa-

ble Dr. Off 86
5. Lynne and Bill Johnson-Oneida Lane and Se-

quoia Mountain Lane from the junction with Onei-
da to the turn -around at the end.

6. Marisol & Knut Sauer-Ridgetop, Hawthorne and
Maple Lane

7. Frank Krueger-Ausable Drive from Lakeside to
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to Ausable
Drive.

8. Jim Haig-Oak Hollow Rd., around lake and silver
trail, Cherry St. and Butternut

9. Jim Jacob- AuSable Drive between the two Oak
Hollow signs.

10. Bob and Lou Moriarty-River Road and Cascades
11. Susan & Steve Albert - Raccoon Lane
12. Cori Potter - Red Fox Drive and Sequoia Moun-

tain Lane
13. Laurie & Rick Conney - AuSable Drive, from

Ridgetop to blue trailhead
14. Charlie & Elise Roller - Evergreen and Ridgetop
15. Mary Ann Dee - Cross Street
16. Linda & Robert Kroll- Algonguin Lane

SPRING ROADSIDE CLEANUP PLANNED by Laurie Conney

Happy Spring Everyone! 
The Ausable Acres Spring 2021 Roadside Clean-Up is confirmed for Saturday, May 1st.  It's planned as a self-
guided event this year which allows you to create your own schedule for pick up. Last time, members were able to 
take their bags with them and dispose of them at home. If you can’t, you can leave them behind the pavilion where 
they'll be collected and properly disposed of. NOTE: if you can't make it on May 1st, please feel free to do so be-
fore or after Saturday, May 1st! That said you’ll have to dispose of your own garbage. 

A copy of the active Adopt a Road member list is included in this newsletter. Should you decide to become a mem-
ber and adopt a section of your neighborhood road(s), please feel free to contact me at laurieconney@hotmail.com 
Happy to add your name(s)! In fact, a special plea to anyone able to adopt parts of AuSable Drive between Cross 
St. and Church St.! 
I encourage all active Adopt a Road members and otherwise concerned neighbors to get started on their cleanup. 
It would be a welcome sight to enjoy clean pathways and garbage free roadsides! All thanks to you! 
Good health to you all. 

The following people have been regularly keeping the roads in the Acres from accumulating litter. It seems 
no matter how much is picked up, there is always more so we are grateful for these volunteers. If anyone 
else wishes to help out, just send an email to president@ausableacres.org and we will add you to the list. 
The more help the better.  

x-apple-data-detectors://1
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7 TOWN OF JAY BOARD REPORT by Knut Sauer knutsauer@frontiernet.net

It was great to see so many of our neighbors out there this past winter, hiking the trails, snowshoeing and 
skiing, and enjoying some ice skating on the lake! 

Springtime is clean-up time, and the AAPOA has both roadside cleanup and a trail day planned.   Please 
subscribe to email notifications on the website, https://ausableacres.org/ to be alerted when info is posted.  
The Rotary Club and the Ausable River Association also have a roadside cleanup day planned for Rt. 86 
and 9N, please come out and volunteer.  The Town of Jay parks committee is very busy planning projects.  
We received a generous $6,300 grants from the Adirondack Foundation Generous Acts that will go towards 
upgrading play equipment at the Children’s Park playground.  The committee is also applying for additional 
grants for equipment and a small open-air pavilion, as well as funding for upgrades at the Jay Village Green. 
Community volunteers are always needed to help with our beautiful parks. Look for announcements in the 
Jay Community News. 

From an Acres C&R perspective we have had a quiet winter, but as we approach summer and an increase 
in activities and construction, etc. there tends to be more concerns raised, and we welcome you to reach out 
to the AAPOA if you have any concerns.  Please remember that an AAPOA building permit is required in 
addition to the Town of Jay building permit before any land clearing begins.  Information on our C&R’s, ar-
chitectural requirements, and other information can be found on the website, under “Governance”.   

With the Covid vaccine roll-out at full speed hopefully we will be able to return to a somewhat more normal 
summer this year.  While the public participation at the Town of Jay board meetings has been limited to 
online participation, I would hope to see in-person attendance resume soon.  Public participation and trans-
parency are a key component of a well-managed, progressive town. 

Last summer the towns youth commission had to cancel the Summer Day Camp program, but it looks like it 
will be taking place this summer.  The Summer Day Camp program will be even better in 2021 than prior 
years, with more activities and more children participating.  This is a great program, so take advantage of it if 
you have young school age children! For more information on this great program please contact the Town 
Offices at 518-647 2204. 

Much appreciation to our hard-working Highway Department crew for their great job in keeping our roads 
cleared and safe during the winter months. They are currently planning upcoming spring road maintenance 
and paving projects.  Last year due to the uncertainty of state aid, road paving was scaled back, but it looks 
like more funding may be available for 2021.  I was sad to see DPW Superintendent Kevin Zaumetzer retire 
after so many years of service and commitment to our town, thank you Kevin!  But we were very fortunate to 
have former DPW Chris Garrow ready and willing to step in and fill the role for the remainder of this year. 
Thank you, Chris!  We finalized a solid town budget for 2021 which came in with a slight tax decrease from 
the prior year.  The town is also expecting an unbudgeted revenue from the Covid Relief package, and once 
all details are available, we will carefully decide on and plan projects within the allowable criteria for use of 
these funds.   The Town is currently working on plans for three AuSable River Projects, but prior to com-
mencing work on the projects we will need to secure additional funding.  The AuSable River Association has 
been instrumental in driving these projects forward. 

Town elections are coming up this year, and we have many positions up for election; Town Supervisor, 
Highway Superintendent, 2 Town Council Members, Town Clerk, and Tax Collector.  So far it looks like we 
will have a busy field of candidates with primaries in June for a couple of the positions.  It is great to see so 
many community members stepping up and getting engaged. 

Wishing everyone a great spring, hope to see you out there! 

https://ausableacres.org/
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Greetings from the Town of Jay Supervisor’s Office! I hope that this finds you well. I am looking forward to 
the warmer spring temperatures and being able to get outdoors and enjoy our beautiful area.  

Some happenings around the town since our last contribution to the newsletter…. 
We said goodbye to two familiar faces…longtime Town Clerk Beatrice Pelkey made the decision to retire in 
October of 2020 after over twenty years of dedicated service to the Town of Jay residents. We miss her 
smile and laughter around the office. Also retiring recently was DPW Director Kevin Zaumetzer. Kevin had 
been with the Town of Jay over thirty years, beginning in 1987 as an MEO. We wish both of these friends 
and co-workers a long and healthy retirement.  

I hope that you had the opportunity to get out and see one of our COVID friendly holiday parades. Halloween 
Night, in conjunction with the Town of Black Brook, we presented the “BOO COVID” reverse trick or treating 
parade and traveled the roads of Jay and Black Brook handing out some special treats to our local children. 
In December, again in conjunction with the Town of Black Brook, we hosted the “Light up the Night” Christ-
mas Parade. We expanded the route and added more floats and vehicles and brought COVID safe Christ-
mas cheer throughout the Towns of Jay and Black Brook. We hope to make these events a yearly tradition. 
We are pleased to introduce Tiffany Blaney as our new Dog Control Officer. She joined us on January 1st 
and has been doing a great job. You can reach her with any questions and concerns by calling 518-637-
2344 or by email at kinsmantiffany@yahoo.com.  

Some upcoming items of interest…. 
The Town of Jay/Black Brook Youth Commission is accepting applications for the 2021 Baseball/Softball 
program. Please contact Youth Commission Liaison Jessie Douglass at 518-647-5411 for more information 
on this program. 

It’s that time of year again!! The Town of Jay Community Garden, located in the Grove Section of Au Sable 
Forks, will be opening soon and plots are available now. The fee for one season is $20 per plot. We have 
10x10 and 4x16 spaces to choose from. There is a hose and garden shed with tools on site. Please call the 
Supervisor’s Office at 518-647-2204 x101 for more information or to reserve your space. 
The Town of Jay Town Board is planning to replace the signs at the entrances to the town. Our current flow-
er box signs have suffered some damage and deterioration over the years and we are hoping to replace 
them all with new and welcoming signage. This project will be funded by ROOST Awards and will come at 
no cost to the Town of Jay taxpayers. 

The Town of Jay will be installing new bleachers and dugout benches at the Grove Fields in the spring. This 
new seating was made possible from monies earmarked in our NY State Parks and Rec Grant which was 
used to construct the new playground located directly behind the Grove Fields and at the entrance of Hen-
ry’s Trails. These benches will be dedicated to the memory of long time baseball/softball coordinator, Gary 
Whisher at a ceremony to be announced at a future date.  

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS by Archie Depo, Town of Jay Supervisor

In closing, I know that many of us, including myself, 
are getting frustrated with the remaining COVID re-
strictions. I ask you for your patience. It is my choice 
to continue to keep the Community Center closed 
and our meetings available via “Go to Meeting”. This 
decision is never reached easily and without a great 
amount of research on my part. It is my intention to 
continue to monitor the numbers provided and make 
reopening plans in accordance with the provided 
metrics.  I thank you for your continued support. We 
may not all see things the same way, but we all have 
the same goal in place: to see the Town of Jay grow 
and prosper; together, we can make it happen.   

Stay safe and well. 

mailto:kinsmantiffany@yahoo.com
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                                                                        COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
 

Homes & Vacant Lots for Sale are Virtually Non-Existent in Ausable Acres !!! 
2020 proved to be an incredible and lucrative year for sellers and a very tough year for buyers.  

  
In 2020, 39 homes sold in Ausable Acres for an average sale price of $194,082.  The lowest priced home 
sold was $82,500 and the highest priced was sold for a record $430,000.  In 2019, 20 homes sold for an 
average price of $162,471.  From 1/1/21 to present – 4 homes have closed with an average sale price of 
$193,938.  There are 3 homes under contract and pending closing at present.  Currently there are NO 
homes for sale in Ausable Acres.  That may be something for the record books.  Most homes are selling for 
the asking price and many times over the asking price due to multiple offers received.   We recently listed a 
home that is an estate sale for $130,000.  We received 11 offers on the home in 48 hours for the sellers to 
decide upon.  The bidding war pushed the sale price of the home well over the original asking price.  
 
In 2020, 32 vacant lots sold for an average sale price of $10,167.  In 2019, 18 lots sold for an average of 
$11,097.   From 1/1/21 to present – 15 lots have sold for an average selling price of $11,353.  There are 
also 21 lots under contract and pending closing at present.  A total of 68 lots will be sold in about a 16-
month period shortly.  There were approximately 80 lots for sale at this time last year. Presently there are 
only 10 lots for sale.  The average price of a lot sold has increased greatly. As the lower priced lots have 
sold, sellers have raised their listing prices and inventory is almost depleted. Recently, I listed 3 new lots for 
sale on a Monday at higher asking prices.  I sold all 3 lots in 5 days for top dollar. 
 
The change of the vacation rental restrictions in certain areas of Lake Placid drove buyers looking for vaca-
tion rental properties into the Jay area.  Most of the buyers still seem to live within a 5 or 6 hour driving time 
to our area.  A majority are from New York City, Long Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rochester, 
Syracuse, Hudson Valley and Albany areas.   
 
We are still watching closely to see what percentage of buyers purchasing the vacant lots actually build 
homes and when.  Many have indicated a plan to build within 2 to 3 years. Local builders and contractors 
continue to be hard to find with many booked one to two years out for new home construction.  We have 
been told the cost to build a home now is approximately $250 per square foot due to the increased material 
and labor cost. 
 
In closing, there continues to be a huge buyer demand for homes and lots in our area especially in Ausable 
Acres.  It is a pure sellers’ market and if you have been thinking about selling, there is no better time than 
now to speak to a local real estate agent.  It is always interesting to find out the value of your home or lot 
based on today’s market. 

AUSABLE ACRES REAL ESTATE UPDATE – MARCH, 2021  
by Michelle Mabee-Loughren – Associate Broker/B A Straight Real Estate 

Please support the businesses that advertise in the AAPOA newsletter.  They are local businesses and 
their advertising dollars help us offset the costs of printing and mailing our semi-annual newsletter to eve-
ry household in AuSable Acres.  If you or a business you know would like to advertise, please send an 
email to msauer@smartsitedesigns.com. 



                                                                                    COMMUNITY PARTNERS - Con’t

(518) 946-2269 • (518) 524-2253

BLACK MOUNTAIN
SCREENS

Mike Edwards
Specializing in Screen & Glass Repairs

Including Insulated Glass Replacement

97 Black Mountain Lane
AuSable Forks, NY 12912
cell#  973-477-2986    (Seasonal)

Doors • Windows
mininmike@aol.com Porches & Repairs(e-mail best Nov. - May)

 518-946-2058
Cell: 518-524-2253

D & H Property Management
Caretaking, Mowing, Excavation,

Electrical, Snowplowing

Darin Forbes P.O. Box 261
Owner Wilmington, NY 12997

 Young’s Studio & Gallery
Route 86,       Jay, NY.      518-946-7301

Adirondack Inspired Art & Crafts

Pottery by Sue Burdick Young
Art by Terrance Dawes Young

www.YoungsGallery.com
celebrating 38 years of creating in the Adirondacks

Call us for more information  845.826.6994 
Visit Us at www.SmartSiteDesigns.com

Email Us at info@SmartSiteDesigns.com 
Like Us at www.facebook.com/SmartSiteDesigns

Smart Site Designs Serving
Town of Jay and North Country

What can we help you with?

Websites • Graphic Design • Maintenance • SEO

Smart Site Designs
websites that differentiate

524-2253



Specializing in
Residential and
Light Commercial
Electrical Work
INSURED

“Quality in Progress”

adksparky@gmail.com

64 Sheldrake Rd.
Au Sable Forks
New York 12912
Cell (518) 570-7202

Joy’s Renovations, Inc.
Ron Joy, President

P.O. Box 360
AuSable Forks, NY 12912

(518) 847-8240 Office
(518) 569-8239 Cell

rjoycontracting@yahoo.com



M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M  
A u S ab le  A cre s P rope rt y O w n e rs’  A ssociat ion  ( A A P O A )  

M e m b e r s h i p  I n c l u d e s  

A N N U A L  M E M B E R S H I P  D U E S  ( J an  1 — D e c 3 1 )  1 0  mile s of  h ikin g an d ski 
t rail acce ss 
L ake  acce ss in clu din g 
picn ic are a w it h  pav ilion ,  
ch arcoal grills,  playgrou n d,  
playin g f ie lds,  v olle yb all 
cou rt ,  b occe  cou rt ,  b aske t -  
b all cou rt ,  sh u f f le  b oard 
cou rt  an d b at h rooms 
T e n n is cou rt  acce ss 
A u S ab le  R iv e r f ish in g 
acce ss poin t  
A n n u al J u ly an d L ab or D ay 
picn ics 
S e mi- an n u al n e w sle t t e r 
S e mi- an n u al me mb e r 
me e t in g 

▪ 

$ 5 5  H ome ow n e r or $ 2 5  L ot  O w n e r $    ▪ 

D O N A T I O N S  

R e cre at ion  A re a 

T e n n is C ou rt  

L e gal F u n d 

G e n e ral F u n d 

P av ilion  

$    

$    

$    

$    

$    

▪ 
▪ 

▪ 

▪ 
▪ 

A M O U N T  E N C L O S E D  $    

C O M M I T T E E S  
check the box of the committee(s) you're interested in joining 

R oadside  C le an u p T rail M ain t e n an ce  

P lan t e rs 

A rch it e ct u ral 

S e cu rit y P at rol P icn ics T e n n is C ou rt  

add me  t o t h e  “ Y e ar- R ou n de rs”  din n e r dist rib u t ion  list  —  all me mb e rs are  w e lcome  

ch e ck h e re  if  you  are  a re gist e re d v ot e r in  E sse x  C ou n t y (for AAPOA purposes only) 

M E M B E R  N A M E  A N D  A D D R E S S  
N ame    

D at e :   /  /   

A cre s A ddre ss  L ocal P h on e  #    

M ailin g A ddre ss   

C it y   S t at e    Z ip   

E me rge n cy P h on e  #   E - mail   

addt l. E - mail   

P l e a s e  m a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  A A P O A  a n d  m a i l  w i t h  t h i s  f o r m  t o :  
A A P O A  -  P O  B o x  8  -  A u S a b l e  F o r k s ,  N Y  12 912  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 




