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NEW OWNERS - FALL 2021 

The Acres Reporter 
AuSable Acres  Property Owners’ Association 

We are happy to welcome the following new owners 
to the Acres since the spring newsletter.  

1. Kevin & Jennifer Cale - home at 72 Signor and 2
lots on Signor.

2. Steven Baker - lot on Alder St.
3. Tetiana Shchevelova - lots on Cottontail Lane

and Ridgetop Lane
4. Dmytro Kuvshinov - lot on Dew Dr.
5. Andrew & Donna Wordon - lot on River Road.
6. Lynn Zeiner & George Federlin - lot on River

Road.
7. Jonathan McCone - lot on Evergreen Lane.
8. ADK Escapes LLC - lot on Cherry Lane.
9. Tumblerock Cabins, LLC - home at 11 Cascade

Lane.
10. Lisa DeRensis - lot on Evergreen Lane.
11. Gregory Boyer - lot on Cascade Lane.
12. Bryan Ontko - lot on Sequoia Mountain Lane.
13. Nicholas Galatioto - lot on Antler Drive.
14. Mark & Colleen Bridgeman - lot on Algonquin

Lane.
15. Holly MC Walker & Manuel Sarto - lot on White-

tail Lane.
16. Nancy Sue Foltz - home at 11 Lakeside Drive.
17. Michael & Agnieszka Ziembicka - lot of Tannen-

baum Lane.
18. Timothy Reilly & Joyce Goodrich - lot on White-

tail Lane.
19. L-Squared Capital Group, LLC - lot on River

Road.
20. Saranac Lakefront Properties, LLC - lot on Rock-

ledge.
21. Spencer Raphaelson & Justin Raphaelson - lot

on Signor Lane.
22. Brian & Dine Schwind - lot on Oak Hollow Rd.
23. ADK Homes, LLC - lot on Sawmill Rd.
24. Rosemary & Erick Katz - lot on Gooseberry

Lane.
25. Semus Fairtlough & Elena Skavinskaya  - lot on

Cross St.
26. Anthony Ellis - lot on Oneida Lane.

27. Anthony & Jacqueline Malheiro - lot on Sawmill
Rd.

28. Raccoon Ln., LLC - Lot on Raccoon Lane.
29. Patricia Ellen Duffy - home and lots on Oneida

Lane.
30. Scot Frank - home and lot at 240 River Road.
31. MTGLQ Investors L.P. - home at 197 River Road
32. Daniel Wachlaczenko & Kristen Carey - home at

160 Alder St.
33. Jesse Murphy & Slava Vukelic - home at 47

Almweg Lane.
34. Fawn Cabin, LLC - lot on Fawn Drive.
35. Lookout Chalet - lot on Dew Drive.
36. Benoit & Dawn Tonneau - home at 721 AuSable

Dr.
37. Nathan Lincoln-DeCusatis & Marta Melis - lot on

Algonquin Lane.
38. Sanssouci Properties - home at 32 Fawn Lane.
39. Tom & Heather Pulsifer - lot on Beech St.
40. Alessandra DeLuca - lot on Ridgetop Lane.
41. Anthony Spychalsky - lot on Briar Lane.
42. Derrick Robinson - lots on AuSable Dr. & White-

tail Lane.
43. Anthony & Sandra LePage - lot on Evergreen

Lane.
44. Carmen & Laura Tarlo - lot on Evergreen Lane.
45. Brendan Cavalier - lot on Sequoia Mountain

Lane.

We wish you many happy years in our neighborhood 

and hope you become members of the AAPOA in 

order to enjoy all our amenities. 

If you are planning to move, please send us 
your new address. If you purchase a home or 
lot in the Acres, please let us know so we can 
keep our record up to date and send a new 
owner’s packet to you. Give us your mailing ad-
dress and the property address you purchased. 
Thank you.  
Send an email to president@ausableacres.org 
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CHANGE TO THE DUES STRUCTURE by Pete Defina 

At this year’s July General Meeting the membership unanimously voted to make a change to the dues struc-
ture in the AAPOA constitution.  In the past regardless of what you owned you paid either $55 if you owned a 
house or $25 if you owned just vacant property.  Owning multiple properties did not increase your dues.  That 
remains true for vacant property.  Regardless of the number of properties you own you either pay the vacant 
lot fee of $25 or if you own lot(s) plus a house the fee would be $55.  

This change affects people who own more than one house. 

Owners of multiple homes must now pay separate dues for each house that they own.  They will receive a 
membership card for each of these residences.   This will give people using those houses access to all of the 
AAPOA amenities. 

Owners who choose not to pay dues for an additional house cannot advertise, allow, or in any way suggest 
to guests staying at that property that they have lawful access to any AAPOA amenity-- i.e., tennis court, 
trails, river access points, and lake front recreation area. 

When my current term of office is up in July, 2022, I will not be seeking re-election.  My wife and I have  
decided to spend 6 months of the year in our home in Southern Georgia.  It would be a disservice to  
attempt to continue to hold my position on the Board and serve as president while spending that much time 
away from the Adirondacks.  

That said, there are a number of behind-the-scenes roles that I will gladly continue to do-- such as handling 
our membership enrollment and keeping our database current.  It’s also time for some younger AAPOA 
members to step forward and continue our efforts to help serve our community.   

It’s been my pleasure to serve on the Board of Directors since 2010, when my wife and I first moved up to 
the Acres full time.  I’ve been serving as president since 2017.  I have many people to thank but that can 
wait until the upcoming spring newsletter.  

On another note:  The first 8 months of 2021 continued to see a tremendous selling/buying of properties 
within the Acres, at steeply increasing prices.  From January through August 99 properties changed hands—
15 houses and 84 vacant lots.    

With all of the vacant property being sold we are beginning to see an increase in building, which will no 
doubt continue for some time.  A concern that I share with the rest of the Board of Directors is making sure 
that what is being built is properly permitted both by our Architectural Committee as well as the Town of Jay. 
If you are considering building in the near future, please familiarize yourself with the Covenants and Re-
strictions attached to your deed and the Architectural Requirements which spell out specific building  
requirements within the Acres.  Copies of both documents can be found on our website 
(www.ausableacres.org) under the drop-down menu “governance.”     

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN by Pete Defina 

AAPOA MEETING 
 On July 3, 2021 the AAPOA held its annual meeting and board elections were held. Greg Karl, Ian Ellbogen 
and Marilou Dooley were elected for three-year terms. Karen Gibney was elected to complete a one-year 
vacancy.  Pete DeFina will be president for one more year. Knut Sauer will continue as vice-president. Allan 
Watnik will be secretary and Greg Karl will be treasurer. The constitutional amendment to require owners of 
more than one home in the Acres to have separate memberships for each home was passed. They will get 
membership cards for each home.  Dues remain the same as they have been for the last 10 years.  

AAPOA PICNIC 
 The picnic was held in the pavilion this year. There were almost 100 members and guests participating.  
Hotdogs, hamburgers and games were enjoyed by all but everyone especially enjoyed visiting with friends 
that they hadn’t seen in a long while due to the pandemic.  The Labor Day weekend picnic was held as usual 
this year, too.  It was wonderful to get back to our normal activities. 
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On behalf of the entire Executive Board, I would like 
to extend a big thank you to all 2021 members of the 
AuSable Acres Property Owners’ Association.  We 
had 363 families join the AAPOA in 2021- our high-
est membership level in recent years.  We appreciate 
your support during 2021 by being a dues paying 
member.  If you haven’t been a member in the past, 
we hope that you will consider joining the AAPOA in 
2022!!!   

The AAPOA is a voluntary organization, as such, 
we begin each new calendar year with zero  
members.   

A couple of years ago our membership level was 
pretty stable averaging in the low 300 range.  Last 
year we topped out at 344 members and as noted 
above we had 363 members this year.  This is very 
helpful in allowing us to keep our dues rate stable.  
We still, for whatever reason, always seem to have a 
group of about 30 or so members who fail to join  
annually.  It’s not that these people don’t rejoin, they 
simply tend to skip a year. Please don’t skip a year—
it hurts us financially and lowers our potential 
membership levels.   

Our yearly dues will remain (as they have since 
2006) at $55 for a homeowner and $25 for a lot own-
er.  There is a change to our dues structure for 
2022 for people who own multiple houses in the 
Acres.  Beginning in 2022 you must pay an addi-
tional $55 for each house that you own if you 
want the people using that house to have access 
to AAPOA amenities.  This change was unanimous-
ly approved by the membership at last July’s General 
Meeting. There is no additional fee for owning multi-
ple vacant property or a house and additional vacant 
property(ies).   

Once again, we hope that you will consider joining 
for this coming year! Please join by either filling 
out and mailing the enrollment form in this news-
letter or go to our secure online website, 
www.ausableacres.org and on the right side of 
our home page click on “online membership 
form.” 

Pete DeFina 
Membership Chairperson and 
President of the AAPOA 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR AAPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2022 
JOIN & PAY USING OUR ONLINE FORM—SEE BELOW!!! by Pete Defina 

TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT by Bill Gibney, Chairperson 

The trails currently are all in very good shape and well used.  John Johannson has graciously permitted re-
routing Silver trail to accommodate the ever busy beavers near the pavilion area.  Hopefully, we will be able 
to create a stream crossing near the road to avoid needing to walk along the roadway in the winter. 

As winter arrives, please try to be considerate of all trail users.  When possible, avoid walking in the XC ski 
tracks as it ruins the track for skiers and makes it difficult to turn or stop due to post-holing.  In deep snow, 
please use snowshoes for your own safety and to maintain trail conditions for everyone.  Please do not ride 
bicycles in the XC ski trails.  Ideally, XC skiers should stay to one side of the trail and hikers to the other side 
when possible.  No motorized vehicles are permitted on the trails, including snowmobiles and ATVs. 

Please remember that the trail system and surrounding area is private property.  Access is restricted to the 
officially marked trails and only open to current members of the AAPOA.  Please do not cut trees unless they 
are obstructing the trails or create any new trails without landowner permission.  Please report any fallen 
trees or other obstructions to the President’s email address.  

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORT by Allan Watnik 

This year has seen an increase in building in the Acres. I would like to remind everyone to familiarize them-
selves with the C&R's and Architectural Requirements before any building or lot clearing takes place.  These 
documents can be found on the Acres website under the Governance dropdown menu. A copy was also in-
cluded in the new owner packet that was mailed to all new owners. The C & R’s are attached to all deeds. 
No AAPOA building permit shall be issued without attaching a copy of the Town of Jay's building 
permit along with the application and other documentation. It should be noted that the C&R's supersede 
some of the town's minimal requirements i.e., square footage, lot clearing, etc. The AAPOA Building Permit 
application process is FREE.  Any lot clearing should only be done after the AAPOA building permit has 
been issued. Copies of the town’s permit and the AAPOA permit should be prominently displayed at the site. 
You can email the AAPOA with questions or concerns. Thank you all for your cooperation.  
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The Jay Fire Department has a deep concern about wildland fires in AuSable Acres.  The houses are rela-
tively close together, there is little buffer between the woods and houses and the predominately evergreen 
woods offer a lot of materials on the ground to burn which helps a fire move quickly. 

A fire, any type of fire, is a challenge in the Acres.   In the warmer months it is the campfires and brush 
being burned and in the cooler months it is chimney fires.   The embers from these fires are capable of 
starting spot fires away from the original fire.  This increases the need for water and additional manpower 
to put these fires out.   

To help combat wildland fires, New York State has enacted a statewide BURN BAN which goes into effect 
March 16 through May 14th.    This Burn Ban prohibits open burning during this time.  Camp and cooking 
fires with charcoal and clean dry wood with a size no larger than 3’ high and 4’ in width are allowed.  This 
BURN BAN also makes public awareness a priority stressing the importance of not leaving campfires and 
cooking fires unattended and the need to fully extinguish them.  During the time outside the Burn Ban, a 
NYSDEC Burning Permit is needed for any burning other that cooking and campfires.  These can be 
obtained from the local Forest Ranger or by contacting the Ray Brook NYSDEC office. 

We have found that many people are unaware of the BURN BAN.  Oftentimes in the spring, seasonal peo-
ple or renters are in the area.  Many are from suburban or urban areas which are rarely affected by brush 
fires.  To help to get the word out, the Jay Fire Department will be placing several signs in the Acres to 
remind everyone about the BURN BAN.  These signs will be placed in the spring before the burn ban 
starts and taken down after it is over.   

The Jay Fire Department is asking everyone to take an active role in limiting the fire danger in AuSable 
Acres.  We ask that homeowners respect the Burn Ban, educate renters about fire danger and restrict all 
fires until after the Ban is over.  Even after we ask that you restrict having outdoor fires during dry times 
and utilize proper firepits, never leave a fire unattended and fully extinguish it so that it is cool to the touch. 
In addition, we also ask that only dry/seasoned wood is burned in indoor fireplaces and wood stoves and 
that chimneys are cleaned yearly.  It is important that the ash be placed in a covered metal bucket or pail 
after the fire is out and that the bucket is placed away from structures.  Doing these actions will eliminate 
95% of the fires within AuSable Acres. 

The Jay Fire Department is also taking this opportunity to invite new members into our department.  We 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you.  Many have an image of firefighters running into a burning 
building wearing airpacks.  This is a job of our interior firefighters, but there are a variety of roles for sup-
port members that are just as important.  If you think you may be interested, please contact us on Face-
book (Jay Volunteer Fire Department), talk to a member or visit the firehouse on Rt 9N, across from 
Devins’ Garage, on a Tuesday evening after 7:00.  We would welcome the opportunity to meet you, give a 
tour of the firehouse and our equipment and discuss your membership. 

WILDLAND FIRE CONCERNS IN THE AUSABLE ACRES 
by Ralph Schissler, Jay Fire Department 

SPRING PLANTERS

Mary Ann Dee would like to thank the helpers who planted the flowers this spring with her. They are: Lori 
McDonough, Kimmarie Mitchell, Barbara Signorelli and Fran Driscoll.  They look beautiful and we all appre-
ciate the work you did. 

PICKLE BALL ANYONE?

Every Monday we had a group of pickleball players 
at the court.  They are relentless in their quest to 
grow their ranks.   

Watch for pickleball opportunities next summer!!! 



5 

The Acres looks and feels very different than it did in 
the 1960s when it was first being developed by very 
successful Vermont lumberman John Eaton.  He saw 
the possibilities in the rapidly expanding demand for 
ski vacation homes for middle class home buyers. 
Until then it was believed only the very wealthy could  
afford a second home.  After a long and careful sur-
vey of many areas he decided that the AuSable 
Acres site offered the best all around value for the 
home buyer with year round recreational activities.  
He was right! With Dick Shampeny as road designer, 
builder and all around go to person things moved 
right along. Bernie Roberts (sign with his name is at 
the lake) was the genial host, responsible for  
meeting the public with warmth and good will.   

The Acres was designed to make it easy to own a 
well-built ski chalet in a desirable four-season  
vacation area near Whiteface Mt. ski center and 
Lake Placid.  At the time Paleface adjoined AuSable 
Acres and offered more modest runs with a notewor-
thy ski atmosphere and excellent cuisine. More on 
Paleface in another issue.   

Water mains and electric power was completed in 
the Acres in June, 1966 and home construction be-
gan near the AuSable River. The Kitzbuhel section 
was designed for year round living while the rest of 
the Acres was intended for vacation homes. Things 
have surely changed.  By 1970, the 100th home was 
built. The tennis courts were donated by John Eaton 
in 1969 and the AAPOA, which was established in 

1971, donated the nets. The AAPOA still owns and 
maintains the court. 

People became friends with their neighbors and all 
helped each other out. Winter roads were tough to 
navigate because they were private and not always 
plowed.  Sometimes people had to be brought to 
their homes from the office which was outside the 
Acres because the roads were so treacherous. Yet 
the community continued to grow. Eventually the 
Town of Jay took over the roads which they maintain 
and clear. 

In the summer the picnic at the lake often drew sev-
eral hundred people. Chickens were barbecued. 
Horses were brought from Paleface for rides. Games 
were played. There was swimming in the lake! Hard 
to picture.  

Today the Acres looks very different and yet it still 
has the same warmth and caring neighbors as it did 
in the beginning.  

Thanks, John, for bringing your vision to the 
Adirondacks. 

AUSABLE ACRES, THE EARLY DAYS 
EXCERPTS FROM EARLY NEWSLETTERS 

Lake Eaton, October 10, 2021 - Photo taken by Marisol Sauer



6 ROADSIDE CLEANUP PROJECTS by Laurie Conney 

Twice yearly we appeal to you to help maintain the natural beauty and wonder of our native environment by 
participating in our Spring and Fall roadside cleanups. And every year you come through for your community 
by collecting bags of waste that would otherwise ruin the health of our roadside environments. For this I want 
to extend a huge Thank You! Your commitment to what I refer to as roadside hygiene is greatly appreciated! 
In addition, I want to give a shout out to Knut Sauer and The Town of Jay Highway Department for their  
continued support of our efforts. 

Please feel free to stop and beautify your neighborhood any day of the week. And know that you’ll receive a 
huge Thank You from your neighborhood community! 

Always in Friendship, Laurie Conney, 
Adopt-a-Road Project Coordinator,  
81 Evergreen Lane 

ADOPT A ROAD VOLUNTEERS 

1. Joyce Philips-Fir St
2. Tricia Koch & Rich Apelt - Tannenbaum,

Evergreen & Spruce.
3. Kathy DeFina-Sawmill from Sequoia Mtn to

Summit
4. Diane and John Mehrman-first section of

AuSable Dr. Off 86
5. Lynne and Bill Johnson-Oneida Lane and

Sequoia Mountain Lane from the junction with
Oneida to the turn -around at the end.

6. Marisol & Knut Sauer-Ridgetop, Hawthorne and
Maple Lane

7. Frank Krueger-Ausable Drive from Lakeside to
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to Ausable
Drive.

8. Jim Haig-Oak Hollow Rd., around lake and
silver trail, Cherry St. and Butternut

9. Jim Jacob- AuSable Drive between the two Oak
Hollow signs.

10. Bob and Lou Moriarty-River Road and Cascades
11. Susan & Steve Albert - Raccoon Lane
12. Cori Potter - Red Fox Drive and Sequoia Moun-

tain Lane
13. Laurie & Rick Conney - AuSable Drive, from

Ridgetop to blue trailhead
14. Charlie & Elise Roller - Evergreen and Ridgetop
15. Mary Ann Dee - Cross Street
16. Linda & Robert Kroll- Algonguin Lane
17. Phyllis Fox - AuSable Dr. from Cross St. for one

mile toward Church St.
18. Jennifer & Pete Nienstadt - Whitetail Lane
19. DeSantis family - Beech and Alder St.
20. Heather & John Prendergast - Fern Lane

The following people have been regularly keeping the roads in the Acres from accumulating litter. It seems 
no matter how much is picked up, there is always more so we are grateful for these volunteers. If anyone 
else wishes to help out, just send an email to president@ausableacres.org and we will add you to the list. 
The more help the better.  

Trash collected by Phyllis Fox in September. Truck of trash collected in May



7 TOWN OF JAY BOARD REPORT by Knut Sauer Board Member, knutsauer@frontiernet.net

There have been a lot of positive developments and happenings around town. It is exciting to be part of it! 

Robbe Baer, the Town Code Enforcement Officer has proactively been enforcing the town junkyard law, and 
I think we are starting to see the results from his efforts.  It is a tough job, but he is making an impact!   

Our Parks Committee with the help of volunteers secured grants and raised funds through Go Fund Me for 
some new play equipment, repairs, and a pavilion at the Children’s Park playground in Jay.  The new equip-
ment is a bit delayed and will not arrive until early November and will be installed in the spring.  We are in 
the process of applying for a grant for upgrades at the Jay Village Green to renovate the historic band stand 
and new lighting around the perimeter of the park.  Volunteers are always needed to help with our beautiful 
parks. 

The Rotary Club of AuSable Valley organized a very successful Jay Day Fair that exceeded all expecta-
tions.  Vendor and community feedback was super positive, and excited about another “happening” in town. 
We look forward to making this an annual event.  The Rotary is a small club and we need more members. If 
you’re interested in joining, let me know. 

Several Acres residents took advantage of the free kids Summer Day Camp arranged by the Youth Com-
mission, and the feedback was very positive.  I really encourage you to take advantage of this great program 
next summer. 

The Town is investing funds in some important river restoration projects which are managed by the AuSable 
River Association (AsRA).  The first project, in Upper Jay behind the old fire station, is almost complete.  A 
decision on a grant for a flood wall on the west branch, right before the bridge on Main Street in AuSable 
Forks, is expected this fall.   AsRA is instrumental in these projects and will be pursuing additional grants in 
the coming years for a few more projects. 

The first ½ ($122,000) of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds have been received.  There are strin-
gent regulations as to how these funds can be spent, and the town board will carefully consider our options 
over the next few months to ensure we maximize the impact to the community from these funds.    
Our highway crew has been hard at work!  They are understaffed and underfunded, and it has been chal-
lenging for them to keep up, but they made some great strides and I am confident we are on the right track.  
The Acres with all our dirt roads are creating special challenges for the department.  We have more frequent 
severe weather/heavier rains and each of those episodes causes run off issues that need to be rectified.  In 
terms of paving, AuSable Drive may be one of the most traveled town-maintained roads, and there  is a 2-3 
mile stretch in serious need of paving.  However, there were other roads in town in more desperate need of 
paving in 2021, but I hope that in 2022 our highway department will allocate paving of a two mile stretch of 
AuSable Drive.   

The town board will be very busy during the month of October preparing the budget for 2022.  While there 
has been a fair amount of new construction, which helps broaden the tax base, there have been a lot of cost 
increases and more funding should be allocated to our highway department.  It will be challenging to devel-
op a 0% tax increase budget, but I for sure will work hard analyzing all our options to keep any increase as 
low as possible.   

As you may have seen, our Main Street in AuSable Forks is revitalizing slowly but surely, with quite a few 
new businesses already established, and a few others in the process.  Please support our local businesses! 
I am proud to be part of a group of residents and local businesses that came together and established a new 
business association, the AuSable River Valley Business Association.  We are making great strides and 
have over 30 members. 

 Elections are November 2, and there are many positions up for election. There is a busy field of candidates, 
including myself running for re-election.  Your vote matters, and while I hope I will earn your vote, most im-
portantly, please vote! 

Wishing everyone a great fall!  Knut Sauer knutsauer@frontiernet.net 
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I'd like to introduce myself. My name is Tom McDonald, and for those of you that aren't already aware, I 
have taken on the role of Town of Jay (Deputy) Supervisor after the retirement of longtime Town of Jay 
Town Board Member and Supervisor, Archie Depo. I will serve in this role until the November 2nd election. 

Fall is in the air and I hope that you will all get the chance to get out and take in the natural splendor of the 
Adirondacks during this beautiful time of year. 

A few updates on what's been happening around the Town of Jay. The major renovation project to the 
AuS-able Forks water infrastructure has been completed with the exception of the water storage tank. 
Council-man Coolidge and I are in the planning stages of what is needed to refurbish the tank. This work will 
be hap-pening in conjunction with the Essex County Office of Community Resources and the Essex County 
PW Department. One roof at the Highway Garage has been replaced and the main roof will be replaced 
shortly. The flat roof on the Community Center has been put out to bid. Our plan is to complete this project 
before winter. 

I hope that you had the opportunity to get out and enjoy the Labor Day Parade and Celebration. A big thank 
you and congratulations are well deserved by the Town of Black Brook for organizing this event. 

Save the date of October 31 for the upcoming Halloween Parade and event. The parade is scheduled to 
begin at 6:00 pm on Halloween night and travel through downtown AuSable Forks with a community get to-
gether to follow. This event is a collaboration between the Towns of Jay and Black Brook and is guaranteed 
to be a fun night for all! If anyone is interested in entering a float into the parade, please call the Supervisor's 
Office at 518-647-2204, ext 102. Stay tuned for upcoming details! 

An important date to remember: Election Day is November 2. The Town of Jay has numerous open seats on 
the ballot this year. I strongly encourage you to take time to speak with the candidates as they move through 
the campaign process. I urge you to ask the tough questions and get to know all of them. Make them aware 
of your thoughts and concerns and learn their ideas and plans for the future of the Town of Jay. It is my hope 
that we have a great voter turnout that elects strong and capable individuals that are prepared to take the 
Town of Jay into the future. 

I would like to take the opportunity to express my gratitude to everyone that has reached out to me to offer 
support in my temporary role. It serves as a reminder of why I love living and working in our town. Stay well. 

GREETINGS FROM THE  TOWN OF JAY SUPERVISOR’S DESK by Tom McDonald 

TOWN OF JAY -  HIGHWAY HAPPENINGS by Chris Garrow, Superintendent 

Our department has been doing our best to meet the needs and requests of our town.  We are short staffed 
and have been working diligently to get to all the roads that need our attention as well as stock our sand and 

firewood for the upcoming winter. 

The last few weeks we have been able to have a crew focus on the Acres roads. We have been grading, 
raking, opening run offs, ditching and/or shouldering dirt roads.    So far, we have worked on Cayuga,  
Tannenbaum, Spruce, River, Mohawk, Signor, Sequoia Mountain and Seneca.  We have also brought in ap-
proximately 135 tons of gravel to distribute on areas along some of these roads.  I intend to continue to have 
a crew working in the Acres area while the weather cooperates. 

It’s nice to see the property sales as my office has received to date 7 driveway permits.  To streamline  
paperwork my department communicates with our Codes Officer, Robbe Baer, on a regular basis to ensure 
the proper paperwork is completed for new builds and alterations to properties within the town.  

As always, I encourage constituents to contact my office (518) 647-2204 Ext 125 or Cell 518-225-4599 with 
any concerns and I will try my best to address them.

Our Department information can also be found on the Town of Jay website at www.townofjay.com 
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 COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
 

2021 has been very profitable for sellers with buyers willing to pay 
amazing prices. Like most of the country, 2021 has brought our area 
record low home and land inventory for sale. The pandemic has changed 
the type of buyers we normally work with. Generally, our buyers are look-
ing for a vacation or second home, many times with rental potential. We 
are working with more buyers now that are looking for full time homes 
and who want to retire to our area within the next few years.   Jobs have 
changed allowing people to work from home and our area has good ac-
cess to reliable internet. Most of the buyers still seem to live within a 5- 
or 6-hours driving time to our area.  A majority are from New York City, 
Long Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rochester, Syracuse, Hudson 
Valley and Albany areas. 

Many of our local builders and contractors are now booked two years out for new home construction.  The 
good news is that the building material prices seem to be slowly decreasing and builders are now quoting 
around $239 per square foot to build verses $250 per square foot six months ago.  

Year to date for 2021 there have been only 14 homes sold in Ausable Acres. The lowest priced home sold 
was $145,000 and the highest priced was sold for a new record of $470,000.  Average home sold price is 
currently $255,605.  For the same time frame in 2020 – 1/1/20 to 9/15/20 - there were 26 homes sold for an 
average price of $181,431.  This is an increase of over $70,000 for the average sold home in the Acres 
Amazing!!   There are 6 homes under contract and pending closing at present and only 4 homes for sale.  
We are selling homes well over the list price with multiple offers and bidding wars occurring on most homes. 
We sold a home last year for $225,000 and it was relisted this year for $339,000.  I received 6 offers within 
26 hours and the home will sell for $20,000 over the list price.  We will have a new record sale when one of 
the homes that is currently pending is sold at over $580,000.  

Year to date for 2021 there have been 57 vacant lots sold. The lowest priced lot sold was $2,500 and the 
highest priced was sold for $62,000 on the river.  Average lot sold price is currently $13,863.  For the same 
time frame in 2020 – 1/1/20 to 9/15/20 - there were 12 lots sold for an average price of $4,588.  This is an 
increase of over $9,000 for the average sold lot in the Acres.  There are 9 lots under contract and pending 
closing at present and only 12 lots currently for sale.  When the 9 lots that are pending close, the average 
sold price for a lot will be about $19,000.  

AUSABLE ACRES REAL ESTATE UPDATE – FALL, 2021 
by Michelle Mabee-Loughren – Associate Broker/B A Straight Real Estate

Please support the businesses that advertise in the AAPOA newsletter.  They are local businesses and 
their advertising dollars help us offset the costs of printing and mailing our semi-annual newsletter to eve-
ry household in AuSable Acres.  If you or a business you know would like to advertise, please send an 
email to msauer@smartsitedesigns.com. 



 Young’s Studio & Gallery
Route 86,       Jay, NY.      518-946-7301

Adirondack Inspired Art & Crafts

Pottery by Sue Burdick Young

Art by Terrance Dawes Young 

www.YoungsGallery.com

celebrating 39 years of creating in the Adirondacks

   COMMUNITY PARTNERS - Con’t

(518) 946-2269 • (518) 524-2253

518-946-2058
Cell: 518-524-2253

D & H Property Management
Caretaking, Mowing, Excavation,

Electrical, Snowplowing

Darin Forbes P.O. Box 261
Owner Wilmington, NY 12997

Call us for more information  845.826.6994 
Visit Us at www.SmartSiteDesigns.com

Email Us at info@SmartSiteDesigns.com 
Like Us at www.facebook.com/SmartSiteDesigns

Smart Site Designs Serving

Town of Jay and North Country

What can we help you with?

Websites • Graphic Design • Maintenance • SEO

Smart Site Designs

websites that differentiate

524-2253

Local Yarns
Cascade Yarns

Malabrigo

Bellatrista
Knitting Fever 

Skacel and more..



Specializing in
Residential and
Light Commercial
Electrical Work
INSURED

“Quality in Progress”

adksparky@gmail.com

64 Sheldrake Rd.
Au Sable Forks
New York 12912
Cell (518) 570-7202

Joy’s Renovations, Inc.
Ron Joy, President

P.O. Box 360
AuSable Forks, NY 12912

(518) 847-8240 Office
(518) 569-8239 Cell

rjoycontracting@yahoo.com



AUSABLE ACRES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION (AAPOA) 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Join below-- mail in form or join online at: www.Ausableacres.org 

ANNUAL MEMBERHIP DUES (Jan. 1st – Dec. 31st)

$55 per house owned: $55 ($55 x #houses =)   $______________ 

Or $25 for vacant lot:  

(no addition fee for multiple vacant lots)          $______________  

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS: 

Recreation Area $______________ 

Tennis/Pickleball Court $______________ 

Legal Fund $______________ 

General Fund $______________ 

Pavilion  $______________ 

Trail Maintenance $______________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED            $______________ 

COMMITTEE INTERESTS— 
Check the committee(s) you’re interested in joining 

___ Roadside cleanup   ____Trail Maintenance    ___ Executive Board (leadership interests) 

___ Tennis/Pickleball Court  ___Planters  Any unique services to offer?  

Please specify __________________________________________________________________ 

____ Add me to the “Year-Rounders” dinner distribution list—all members welcome 

____ Check if you’re a registered Essex County Voter (for AAPOA use only) 

MEMBER NAME, ADDRESS, & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Date of application ___/____/20____

Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 

Acres Address________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address (if different) 

Street_______________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________ State______________ Zip____________________ 

Phone numbers:    Home____________________________ Cell______________________________ 

Email (Max of 2) ___________________________________ __________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to AAPOA – mail to AAPOA P.O. Box 8 AuSable Forks, NY 12912 

Membership Includes 

• 10 miles of hiking/ski trails

• Lake access including: Pavil-

ion, grill, playground, ball 

fields, volleyball court, bas-

ketball court 

• Bathrooms

• Tennis/Pickleball court

• AuSable River Fishing

access point

• Annual July 4th and Labor

Day picnics

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Semi-annual membership

meeting




