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NEW OWNERS - SPRING 2022 

The Acres Reporter 
AuSable Acres  Property Owners’ Association 

We are happy to welcome the following new  
owners to the Acres since the Fall newsletter. 

1. B.C.3 Properties LLC - home at 48 Briar
Lane and lot on Briar Lane.

2. Norman Ward & Elizabeth Bliss - home at 79
Cascade.

3. Edin Ljesnjanin - 2 lots on River Road.
4. Christopher Cake & Paola Ceccon - lot on

Cascade.
5. Susan Ruzenski - home at 725 AuSable Dr.
6. Wayne & Rebecca Lowe - home at 84 Forest

Lane.
7. Tucker Livermore - home at 134 Scenic

Point Lane.
8. Joseph & Joanne Sestito - home at 11 Hock-

steig Lane.
9. Jason & Angelique Hallinan - lot on Butternut

lane.
10. James Derby & Christina Roarke - home at

43 Dew Drive.
11. Roselyn & Sean Concepcion - home at 29

Algonquin Lane.
12. Michael & Andrea Lawrence - lot on Oneida

Lane.
13. John & Marie Czechowski - lot on Beech St.
14. Thomas & Deborah Barbieri - home at 100

Alder St.
15. April Shambo & Thor Murphy - home at 235

Oak Hollow Rd.
16. David & Kathleen Ryan - lot on Muskrat Dr.
17. James Marino & Daniel Selvaggio - home at

84 Sawmill Rd.
18. Karen & Julio Rodrigues - home at 148

Whitetail Lane.
19. Wyatt & Caitlyn Brady - home at 67 Sawmill

Lane.
20. Fiorella Garrido - lot on Cross St.
21. Willis Wiggin & Chelsea Corcoran - home at 52

Evergreen Lane

22. Elizabeth Manning & Charles Segard - home at
21 Antler St.

23. Daniel & David King - home at 226 River Road.
24. Mark & Blair Hensley - lot on Oak Hollow

Road.
25. Michael Baik - home at 92 Signor Lane.
26. John Brady - lot on Dew Dr.
27. Michael & Catherine Scott - lot on Mohawk

Trail.
28. Adirondack Rustic Cabins LLC - home at 315

Sawmill Rd.
29. Matthew & Jessica Nystoriak - lot on Algonquin

Lane.
30. Fernando Flores-Hernandez - lot on Tannen-

baum Lane.
31. Allison D’Aquilar - lot on Oak Hollow Rd.
32. Evergreen ADK Properties-lot on Evergreen

Lane.
33. John Riggleman - lot on River Road/Whitetail

Lane.
34. N & D Neville & B & A Zampler - home at 18

Seneca Trail.
35. Mussen-Earle Vacation Homes - home at 205

River Road.
36. Holly Carey - home at 76 Cherry Lane.

We hope you enjoy many happy years in the 

Acres and become members of the AAPOA in 

order to enjoy all our amenities.

If you are planning to move, please send us 
your new address. If you purchase a home or 
lot in the Acres, please let us know so we can 
keep our record up to date and send a new 
owner’s packet to you. Give us your mailing ad-
dress and the property address you purchased. 

Thank you.  
Send an email to president@ausableacres.org 

mailto:president@ausableacres.org
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR AAPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2022  by Pete Defina 

JOIN & PAY USING OUR ONLINE FORM—see below!!! 
On behalf of the entire Executive Board, I would like to extend a big thank you to all 2021 members of the 
AuSable Acres Property Owners’ Association.  We had 363 families join the AAPOA in 2021- our highest 
membership level in recent years.  We appreciate your support during 2021 by being a dues paying member.  
If you haven’t been a member in the past, we hope that you will consider joining the AAPOA in 2022!!!  The 
AAPOA is a voluntary organization, as such, we begin each new calendar year with zero members.   
Please use the 2022 enrollment form in this newsletter to join or you can go to our website- 
www.ausableacres.org and join using our secure online website. Our yearly dues will remain (as they have 
since 2006) at $55 for a homeowner and $25 for a lot owner. There is a change to our dues structure for 
2022 for people who own multiple houses in the Acres.  Beginning in 2022 you must pay an addition-
al $55 for each house that you own if you want the people using that house to have access to AAPOA 
amenities. This change was unanimously approved by the membership at last July’s General Meeting. 
There is no additional fee for owning multiple vacant property or a house and additional vacant property(ies). 
Once again, we hope that you will consider joining for this coming year! Please join by either filling out and 
mailing in the enrollment form in this newsletter or go to our website, www.ausableacres.org and on 
the right side of our home page click on “online membership form.” 

I am nearing the end of my 4th term (12 years) on the AAPOA Board, serving as its president since 2017.  
When my term is up this July, I am not going to run for re-election.  My wife and I are spending increasingly 
longer periods of time in our house in southern Georgia, which would simply prevent me from being an ef-
fective Board member.  When you can’t be as effective as you should be… that’s the proper time to leave.   

Over these past 12 years I’ve worked with so many truly wonderful people.  During that time, we have up-
graded the trail system, resurrected the tennis court, built the lakeside pavilion… just to name some obvious 
things.    

Past presidents Loyd Brewer and Rosemary Barry were both on the Board when I was elected and through-
out my tenure as president remained incredibly accessible to me when I had questions or concerns.  Phil 
Dooley, Tricia Koch, and now Greg Karl all served as treasurers while I was president and have done such a 
great job keeping our financial records accurate. I really, really need to thank both Knut Sauer (vice presi-
dent) and Allan Watnik (Architectural Committee Chairperson) for all of their time and effort in recent years.  
They both spend a lot of time working on behalf of the AAPOA.   

There are so many people who routinely pitch in to: keep our internet and website up and running (Marisol 
Sauer), take care of our mass emails (Katie Bidelspach), head the trail committee (Bill Gibney- and his band 
of folks who are always ready to lend a hand to work on the trails), people who work to keep our roads 
clean, the planter people headed by Mary Ann Dee who spruce up our roadsides every spring… the list of 
involved people goes on and on.   My apologies if I left someone out—I’m sure that I did. 
If you have the time, don’t hesitate to get involved in this community and our organization.  It’s filled with 
wonderful people who will enrich your life! 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN by Pete Defina 

TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT by Bill Gibney

Winter trail use seemed greater this year than in any recent memory.  A heavy snow in January lasted quite 
a while and was ideal for XC skiing and snowshoeing.  A refresher snow in February added to an excellent 
season that extended well into March.  Despite several days of strong winds and high gusts, fallen trees 
were and limbs were minimal.  There are about a half dozen downed limbs that need to be removed with a 
chain saw but this will be completed soon, after the ground has dried up more.  Overall, the trails enter the 
spring hiking season in very good to excellent condition. 

Remember that the agreement AAPOA has with the property owner, JKLN, restricts trail access to current 
AAPO members and their guests.  Use of the property is limited to the Lake Eaton area and the trails 
marked with the AA logo. The trails are only for hiking, biking, XC skiing and snowshoeing.  No motor vehi-
cles or camping are permitted.  The forest outside the trail area is private property.  Please do not cut any 
trees that are not on the trail or obstructing the trail.  The trails are the property of JLKN, not the AAPOA, so 
any additional trail cutting is prohibited without John Johanson’s permission, which he is unlikely to give.  
Please remove any dog waste from the trail.  

http://www.ausableacres.org-
http://www.ausableacres.org


3 ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORT by Allan Watnik 

Since the last newsletter we have approved permits for one addition, two lot clearings, two new homes and 
three storage sheds. There have been a number of inquires regarding ‘tiny homes’ .The board has reviewed 
its policy regarding the minimum first floor square footage (560 square feet not including porches or decks) 
and has affirmed that standard.  

The board has also reviewed its policy regarding building ‘non-standard’ homes such as metal structures. As 
stated in the AAPOA’s architectural standards, the home must conform to the look of the Acres. That is, a 
home that look like a chalet or an A frame that is made of wood. No metal or vinyl siding regardless of the 
texture, such as ‘wood looking’ is allowed.  

The architectural committee wishes to remind all lot owners that should they decide to build, a permit must 
be granted before clearing the site for a home, shed or garage. No AAPOA building permit for new home 
construction will be issued without a copy of the Town of Jay building permit. However, please be advised 
that the town allows certain building details which the AAPOA does not. We stand ready to help with any 
questions you may have. 

PLANNING TO BUILD A HOUSE IN THE AUSABLE ACRES AND THE TOWN OF JAY 
HERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  

PRIOR TO BUILDING, YOU MUST OBTAIN BUILDING PERMITS FROM BOTH 
THE AAPOA and the TOWN OF JAY  

If you are considering building in the Acres in near future, we hope that this will prove to be a useful docu-
ment as you navigate the various responsibilities required during the building process.  If you are employing 
a contractor, this person will handle most of these responsibilities.  But as the deed holder you are still the 
responsible party.  If you are working as your own subcontractor, you are responsible for these filings/
permits.   

OVERVIEW: 

All property within AuSable Acres have 8 Covenants and Restrictions (C&R’s) attached to each deed.  The 
most pertinent C&R when building within the Acres is #2: which states, in part; “It is understood that the 
Grantor [since 1997 the grantor has been the AAPOA] shall have wide discretion in the approval of plans so 
as to avoid construction of undesirable building detracting from the values of adjoining areas.” That C&R 
specifically requires builders to supply the AAPOA with detailed information regarding size, materials to be 
used, and architectural design of the structure.  With that language in mind the AAPOA developed the 
“Architectural Requirements” in order to define how this C&R would be interpreted and to add consistency to 
our interpretation.  The building permit from the AAPOA is free but it is mandatory prior to clearing and build-
ing on any lot.   

The Town of Jay requires that you to obtain a building permit prior to starting construction.  The Town will 
inspect your construction site to ensure that you are compliant with NYS building codes throughout the build-
ing process.   

AAPOA BUILDING REQUIREMENTS: 

While the AAPOA’s building permit is free of charge, it is a required document to obtain.  This approval is 
required prior to the clearing of your building site and driveway.   

It is important to understand that if you are going to build within the Acres the C&Rs and the companion  
document called “Architectural Requirements”, do add several additional building restrictions beyond those  
required by the Town of Jay. You can access both of these AAPOA documents at the below listed websites-- 
the second website also contains a copy of the AAPOA building permit that can be downloaded: 

https://ausableacres.org/covenants/ 

https://ausableacres.org/architectural-requirements/ 

https://ausableacres.org/architectural-requirements/


4 PLANNING TO BUILD A HOUSE - CON’T 

There are a number of significant differences between what the Town of Jay and the AAPOA require: 
 
1. The AAPOA requires that you file and are granted a building permit prior to clearing your land.  We are 

concerned that you keep your property as wooded as possible.  The Town of Jay doesn’t require a  
permit until you actually build. 

2. The AAPOA has a minimum building square footage requirement of 560 square feet on the main level, 
exclusive of decks.  The Town of Jay has no minimum square footage requirement.  

3. Other differences include roofline pitch, overhangs, and types of siding materials that can and cannot be 
used. You can email the AAPOA at: president@ausableacres.org or by calling (518) 217-8519 

 
TOWN OF JAY REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Prior to building you will need to secure a Town of Jay building permit.   
The website is:  townofjyayny.gov/buildingcode-enforcement  
This site includes a building permit application, fee schedule, Inspection checklist. 
 
The Code Enforcement Officer is Robbe Baer.  
 Email: codes@townofjay.gov    Phone: 518-647-2204 ext. 106 

You will need to secure that permit prior to starting construction and you need to include your Town of Jay 
building permit with your application to secure your building permit from the AAPOA-- the AAPOA will give 
you permission to clear your land prior to obtaining a Town building permit as long as you file a plot plan with 
the AAPOA first. 
 
FOREVER WILD WATER COMPANY (FFWC) REQUIREMENTS: 
The water company that supplies water throughout AuSable Acres is privately owned and operated, and reg-
ulated by the State of New York. It is not associated with the Town of Jay or with the AAPOA.  
Prior to any excavation you must contact Dig Safely New York at the following website:  
https://www.digsafelynewyork.com/   

Only the FWWC can tell you where it is safe to dig without disturbing their water line infrastructure. 
Contact information for the FFWC:   Phone: 518-807-2605   Website: foreverwildwatercompany.com 
Email: foreverwildwater@gmail.com       …MORE INFORMATION TO COME from FWWC… 

The annual meeting of the AAPOA will be held on Saturday, July 2, 2022 at 10:00am in the pavilion. Three 
board seats are up for election. Bill Gibney, currently on the board, is running for re-election. There are 
two other open seats. Members will be nominated from the floor to fill these seats. 

AAPOA MEMBERSHIP MEETING, BOARD ELECTION AND AAPOA PICNIC  

BOARD CANDIDATE: BILL GIBNEY 

My name is Bill Gibney.  My wife, Karen, and I moved to Ausable Acres in June 2018, 
from northeastern PA.  Prior to retiring in 2018, I taught high school physics and biolo-
gy for 34 years and was an adjunct professor of  astronomy.  I still teach astronomy 
online for Thomas Edison State University.  I also coached tennis for 27 years, taught 
scuba diving, worked part-time as a Wildlife Conservation Officer and as a State Park 
Ranger in Pennsylvania. I enjoy flyfishing, upland bird hunting and XC skiing. I was 
active in Scouting for many years having been a Scoutmaster, troop Committee Chair-
man and a District Executive.   
 

We have been vacationing in the Whiteface area for over 20 years and realized that this was an area where 
we really wished to live.  We were fortunate to find our house on River Road and we have been enjoying the 
scenery, wildlife, skiing, and natural beauty since moving here.  Similarly, we are most thankful for the hospi-
tality and friendly nature of our neighbors and local residents.   
 
As a board member since 2019, I have worked to preserve what we are so fortunate to have and as well as 
to foster the community spirit and camaraderie that we have been privileged to experience. I have been ac-
tive on the trail committee and look forward to continuing to care for and improve our trail system, if elected. 

mailto:president@ausableacres.org
mailto:codes@townofjay.gov
https://www.digsafelynewyork.com/
mailto:foreverwildwater@gmail.com


5 TOWN OF JAY -  HIGHWAY HAPPENINGS by Kevin Lincoln, Superintendent 

Greetings from the Highway Department.  We are hoping that winter is behind us, and Spring is here to
stay. It was a challenging winter between the weather, equipment breaking down and a depleting staff.  As 
of April 8th, our department will have two positions open for a Motor Equipment Operator.  These positions 
re-quire a CDL license.  The rate of pay is $16.00 per hour with plenty of overtime and some benefits.  
Should you know of someone that may be interested, please contact me. 

We have been working on needed equipment repairs for our trucks and tractors.  We are still experiencing 
the effects of COVID and getting some parts is a challenge.  We have also seen a significant price increase 
in items as well.  

The last few weeks we have been able to work on the Acres roads. We have been patching potholes, open-
ing run offs, clearing culverts, repairing signs and cutting/chipping debris from windstorms.   We have put 
gravel on the following roads: Iris Lane, Mohawk Trail, River Road, Sequoia Mountain Lane, Signor Lane, 
Evergreen Lane, Spruce Lane, and Whitetail Lane.  We attempted to start grading the dirt roads but had an 
electrical issue with our grader that we are repairing.  

A reminder that our department requires Driveway Permits to be filled out for any new driveways.  Anyone 
who would like to receive dirt from cleaning the streets will need to fill out a Fill Request Form.  Both of these 
forms are available on the town website, or you may call, email, or stop by for copies.  Dirt will not be deliv-
ered without paperwork on file.   

We are doing our best to accomplish what we need to do with our current circumstances and appreciate 
your patience and understanding while we figure this all out.  

As always, I encourage constituents to contact my office (518) 647-2204 Ext 125 or Cell 518-225-4599 with 
any concerns and I will try my best to address them.  Our department information can also be found on the 
Town of Jay website at www.townofjay.com   

Note: additional event information can be found at www.ausableacres.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Self-Guided Roadside Clean-up 4/25–4/30 

Spring Trail Day 
Date and Time to be determined 

General Membership Meeting—2022 
AAPOA Pavilion July 2 10:00AM 

Summer Picnic 
Meet at AAPOA Pavilion

July 2 2:00PM 

http://www.townofjay.com


6 ROADSIDE CLEANUP REPORT by Laurie Conney 

We’re asking you to join us for our biannual roadside cleanup. For those who can contribute this year, please 
do so anytime during the last week of April; Monday, April 25-Saturday, April 30

th
.  

Like last year, we’re asking you to claim a stretch of road at your convenience and if possible, to manage 
your collected waste. If you’re already an Adopt-A-Road member, your name is on the list in the newsletter. 
If not, and want to be, please email me with your information and we’ll add you to the list. Importantly, this 
invitation goes out to all concerned neighbors so, please join us! We have a limited supply of pickers and 
bags for those in need so email me if that’s you. And if you’re unable to add your bags to your weekly trash 
pickup, please leave them behind the pavilion no later than 4pm on Sunday, April 30th. 

In the meantime and anytime, help fight dirty, and keep our roadsides clean!  Thank you! 
Laurie Conney,  Adopt-A Road Member,  laurieconney@hotmail.com 

ADOPT A ROAD VOLUNTEERS 

1. Joyce Philips-Fir St
2. Tricia Koch & Rich Apelt - Tannenbaum,

Evergreen & Spruce.
3. Kathy DeFina-Sawmill from Sequoia Mtn to

Summit
4. Diane and John Mehrman-first section of

AuSable Dr. Off 86
5. Lynne and Bill Johnson-Oneida Lane and

Sequoia Mountain Lane from the junction with
Oneida to the turn -around at the end.

6. Marisol & Knut Sauer-Ridgetop, Hawthorne and
Maple Lane

7. Frank Krueger-Ausable Drive from Lakeside to
Ridgetop and Sawmill from Alder to Ausable
Drive.

8. Jim Haig-Oak Hollow Rd., around lake and
silver trail, Cherry St. and Butternut

9. Jim Jacob- AuSable Drive between the two Oak
Hollow signs.

10. Bob and Lou Moriarty-River Road and Cascades
11. Susan & Steve Albert - Raccoon Lane
12. Cori Potter - Red Fox Drive and Sequoia Moun-

tain Lane
13. Laurie & Rick Conney - AuSable Drive, from

Ridgetop to blue trailhead
14. Charlie & Elise Roller - Evergreen and Ridgetop
15. Mary Ann Dee - Cross Street
16. Phyllis Fox - AuSable Dr. from Cross St. for one

mile toward Church St.
17. Jennifer & Pete Nienstadt - Whitetail Lane
18. DeSantis family - Beech and Alder St.
19. Heather & John Prendergast - Fern Lane

The following people have been regularly keeping the roads in the Acres from accumulating litter. It seems 
no matter how much is picked up, there is always more so we are grateful for these volunteers. If anyone 
else wishes to help out, just send an email to president@ausableacres.org and we will add you to the list. 
The more help the better.  

TOWN OF JAY BOARD REPORT by Knut Sauer Board Member, knutsauer@frontiernet.net

I am excited about the new leadership, energy, and ambition on our new Town of Jay Council. As a town we 
have some challenges, but also many opportunities and we are working hard to catch up and find ways to 
capitalize on the opportunities to move Jay forward.  Board meetings are open to the public, both in person 
and online, and I encourage everyone to become more engaged and attend a meeting(s).  Meetings are an-
nounced on Jay Community News, town website, and on Facebook. 

With the real estate market continuing to boom and a lot of new construction the town Planning Board has 
been quite active.  There are a couple of vacant seats, and we are looking for individuals interested in join-
ing the Planning Board.  It’s a great way to get more involved in the town. Training is provided and meetings 
are once a month. The Acres is not an exception, last year was very active, and we expect a very busy con-
struction season this year.  Please remember an AAPOA building permit is required, even for cutting trees/
driveway in preparation for construction.  

The town parks committee is very active preparing for spring and summer.  Spring/early summer parks 
cleanup days are being planned, and as a town with limited resources we welcome community volunteers to 
help spruce up the parks.  Upper Jay will have a Community Day on April 30th.  In mid-May we will be organ-
izing a couple of days to install some new playground equipment at the Children’s Park in Jay. Later in May/
June we are looking at community workdays to spruce up the Jay Village Green and Henry’s Trail in AuSa-
ble Forks.  

mailto:laurieconney@hotmail.com
mailto:president@ausableacres.org


7 TOWN OF JAY BOARD REPORT - CON’T  by Knut Sauer Board Member

The Town and the parks committee is always looking for volunteers, not just for the parks but to help with 
other events, and if you are interested in being added to our volunteer network list, please reach out to Lynn 
Edmonds at lynnedmonds45@gmail.com. 

There is a Town of Jay Community Garden located in the Grove Section of AuSable Forks. The garden will 
be opening soon, and plots are available now. 

The Town and the Jay Fire Department are starting to prepare for July 4th festivities, which will include a pa-
rade and fireworks, with activities, food, and vendors at the Jay FD field. 

The Rotary Club of AuSable Valley will be hosting Jay Day Fair again this year on August 13th.  Last year 
was a great success and expectations are that this year’s Jay Day will feature even more vendors and activ-
ities.  Please reserve the date and come out and enjoy the fun!  The Rotary Club is a very valuable organi-
zation for the community and is always looking for members.  If you are interested in joining or learn more 
about the club, please contact Stephanie Battisti at srbattisti@gmail.com. 

There was a new Business Association formed over the last couple of years, the Au Sable River Valley 
Business Association (ARVBA) https://ausablerivervalley.com/.  This is a fast-growing organization and an-
other great resource for our community, hosting monthly meetings, showcases, and webinar/
seminars.  They have asked us to remind our community to support your local businesses, and if you’re a 
vacation rental owner/host, please do advertise our many local businesses, arts, farms, and other local or-
ganizations, as well as local attractions and parks.  Becoming a member is easy, affordable and open to 
community members (you do not need to own a business).  There is also no real participation requirement, 
but your membership is a show of support and the larger the association is the more strength it will have.  If 
you are interested learning more or joining,  please contact either Marisol Sauer at  
msauer@smartsitedesigns.com or Gabrielle Pettito at gabrielle.pettito@gmail.com 

The Town Board’s Marketing committee is working with ARVBA and ROOST on a new visitors’ guide that 
will feature the Town of Jay and its hamlets.  

The first quarter of my first year have come and gone so quickly!  I have been extremely busy with Town and 
County meetings, ongoing projects, and my first State of Emergency.  I am excited to share with you what 
has been happening around the Town of Jay.  I offer weekly updates on Facebook, our town website, as well 
as the Jay Community News.  I also have been posting monthly updates around town at the post offices, li-
braries, and some businesses.  Here are a few things you may have missed over the last few months: 

Around Town… 

 We have welcomed a few new elected officials to our town government, Kevin Lincoln as Highway Su-
perintendent; Steve Forbes, Councilman; and Lori Ducharme, Tax Collector; Carol Greenley Hackel, 
Town Clerk; and me, Matt Stanley, Town Supervisor.  We have also seen the retirement of Chris Garrow 
and Bill Campbell from the Highway Department. 

  The Town of Jay was awarded a 1 million dollar grant to upgrade the Waste Water Treatment plant in 
AuSable Forks.  This will help offset some of the cost of a DEC consent order to add UV disinfection and 
phosphorus removal to our facility.  We have submitted all financial paperwork to bond this project.  The 
engineering of this project is currently out to bid. 

 On February 18th, I declared a State of Emergency due to flooding in AuSable Forks.  We still have a 
long way to go to help make these residents who were affected whole again, but we continue to have 
weekly meetings with volunteer groups and county agencies to help these residents get back on their 
feet.  I want to thank all of our volunteer Fire and EMS departments, Essex and Clinton County Emer-
gency Services, and the Town of Jay and Black Brook’s Highway Departments who helped in evacuation 
and recovery efforts. 

 Spring is just around the corner and our community garden, parks, and playgrounds are getting ready for 
this year.  If you are interested in a garden plot or would like to volunteer to help open our parks, please 
reach out to the Supervisor’s office for more information.  

TOWN OF JAY SUPERVISOR’S FIRST QUARTER UPDATE 2022 by Matt Stanley 

mailto:srbattisti@gmail.com
https://ausablerivervalley.com/
mailto:msauer@smartsitedesigns.com
mailto:gabrielle.pettito@gmail.com
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The Community Center… 

 The heating upgrades have been finished.  These upgrades, funded by the final portion of the GOSR 
grant, helped repair the air handlers in the gym, fixed all steam traps and condensate pump, and added 
a computer interface control.  These upgrades will help regulate the temperature in the building to make 
heating more cost effective. 

 As COVID begins to transition from pandemic to endemic, we are starting to see more activity around the 
Community Center.  The gym is available during business hours to residents.  Often on snow days or 
early release days, we will see the gym full of students playing pickup games of basketball.  We also see 
a group of retirees catching a morning walk around the gym.  The senior meal program is also going 
strong from 9-12 on Monday and Wednesday mornings. 

 The bulletin boards have been updated with current Essex County job postings, area events, and local 
information.  If you have anything that you’d like to share about an event, your business, or a volunteer 
group, please drop off a flyer and/or brochures to the Supervisor’s office. 

At AuSable Valley… 

 I was pleased to visit AVCS on Senior night for Boys Basketball to present Eli Douglas, son of Rebecca 
and Craig Douglas, and Aidan Lopez, son of Jocelyn and Chad Lopez, with resolutions for their accom-
plishment of reaching 1000 points in their careers.  This is an amazing accomplishment very few players 
obtain. These teammates were both able to hit that milestone, and both are Town of Jay residents! 

 AVCS athletes have been seeing more success in the post session in several sports this year.  Congrat-
ulation to the Boys Swimming team on the sectional title, sending 4 swimmers to State competition.  We 
had one section champion in wrestling, heading to States in the 110 lb division.  The Bowling team also 
had 4 bowlers qualify for State play. 

 AVCS sent 4 students to the Harvard Model UN Conference.  These students had to study a county in-
side and out, spending many hours to prepare to debate students from all over the nation.  In the end, 
AVCS walked away with the Diplomatic Commendation Award! 

 Lastly, this one is near and dear to my heart as I am an advisor and the Director.  The AuSable Valley 
Players ended their musical season after 4 amazing performances of “Chicago, High School Edition”.  
The talent from our students brought Broadway to the stage here at AVCS.  It is very exciting to see the 
opportunities and caliber of the talent we have right here in our town. 

Keeping in touch… 
 I have been meeting with local businesses, volunteer groups and residents around town.  I want to know 

about your concerns and how the Town of Jay can help you.  If you have a meeting or gathering you 
would like me to attend, please feel free to send me an invitation, I would love to attend. 

 Don’t forget, there are several ways to keep up to date in the happenings around the Town of Jay.  Our 
town website is www.townofjayny.gov where I have been posting my weekly updates, new bulletins, 
meeting minutes and video, and much more.  If you are on Facebook, you can join our new page, 
www.Facebook.com/TownofJayNY or check out my personal page, 
www.Facebook.com/SupervisorStanley.  If you are not on Facebook, check out my weekly updates in 
the Jay Community New.  For those without internet access, I will continue monthly updates around 
town, and quarterly updates in newsletters. 

TOWN OF JAY SUPERVISOR’S FIRST QUARTER UPDATE 2022 by Matt Stanley 

2021 brought an even bigger focus with buyers looking for vacation rentals in Ausable Acres.  The proximity 
to WhiteFace, High Peaks, Lake Placid and many outdoor activities is a big draw.  Another big factor was 
the change to the vacation rental laws in Lake Placid.  Many rental properties that had been renting year-
round were changed to just 120 days.  An 8-month vacation rental moratorium went into effect in early 
March for new applications to allow the town time to work through the concerns of both residents and rental 
home owners.  This change in Lake Placid, along with low inventory for sale and high sale prices has 
pushed even more buyers in Jay and Wilmington in search of vacation rental property.  

As you drive around the Acres you will see a number of new homes being built.  Our local builders and con-
tractors are still booked two years out for new home construction.  The good news is that the building mate-
rial prices seem to be slowly decreasing and builders are now quoting around $200 per square foot to build 
verses $240 per square foot six months ago.  

AUSABLE ACRES REAL ESTATE REPORT MARCH 2022 by Michelle Mabee-Loughren 

http://www.townofjayny.gov
http://www.Facebook.com/TownofJayNY
http://www.Facebook.com/SupervisorStanley


9 

 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Please support the businesses that advertise in the AAPOA newsletter.  They are local businesses and 
their advertising dollars help us offset the costs of printing and mailing our semi-annual newsletter to  
every household in AuSable Acres.  If you or a business you know would like to advertise, please send an 
email to msauer@smartsitedesigns.com. 

In 2021 there were 28 homes sold in Ausable Acres. The lowest priced home sold was $101,000 and the 
highest priced was sold for another new record of $585,000.  Average home sold price in 2021 increased 
over $90,000 from 2020 and was $284,677.  In 2020 there were 39 home sales with an average sale price 

of $194,082.  There are 4 homes under contract and pending closing at present and only 1 house for sale. 
We sold homes well over the list price with multiple offers and bidding wars occurring on most homes.  I 
listed a 992 square foot home on piers for $215,000 and received 6 offers, selling for $273,000 – simply 
amazing !! 

In 2021 there were 68 vacant lots sold. The lowest priced lot sold was $2,500 and the highest priced was 

sold for $62,000 on the river.  Average lot sold price was $14,444.  In 2020 there were 32 lots sold for an 
average price of $10,167.  This was over a 50% increase in the number of sold lots year over year.  There 

are 10 lots under contract and pending closing at present and only 15 lots currently for sale.  We are now 
selling lots between $20,000 and $27,000 on average. 

Our hope is that 2022 will bring more homes and lots for sale in Ausable Acres and all surrounding areas to 
meet buyer demand. We have waiting lists of buyers who want full time, vacation and rental homes.  Sellers 
are getting Top Dollar for both homes and lots and if you have been thinking about selling there is no better 
time than now to speak to Rea local real estate agent!!!    

AUSABLE ACRES REAL ESTATE REPORT MARCH 2022  -  CON’T 



 Young’s Studio & Gallery
Route 86,       Jay, NY.      518-946-7301

Adirondack Inspired Art & Crafts

Pottery by Sue Burdick Young

Art by Terrance Dawes Young 

www.YoungsGallery.com

celebrating 39 years of creating in the Adirondacks

   COMMUNITY PARTNERS - Con’t

(518) 946-2269 • (518) 524-2253

518-946-2058
Cell: 518-524-2253

D & H Property Management
Caretaking, Mowing, Excavation,

Electrical, Snowplowing

Darin Forbes P.O. Box 261
Owner Wilmington, NY 12997

Call us for more information  845.826.6994 
Visit Us at www.SmartSiteDesigns.com

Email Us at info@SmartSiteDesigns.com 
Like Us at www.facebook.com/SmartSiteDesigns

Smart Site Designs Serving

Town of Jay and North Country

What can we help you with?

Websites • Graphic Design • Maintenance • SEO

Smart Site Designs

websites that differentiate

524-2253

Local Yarns
Cascade Yarns

Malabrigo

Bellatrista
Knitting Fever 

Skacel and more..



Specializing in
Residential and
Light Commercial
Electrical Work
INSURED

“Quality in Progress”

adksparky@gmail.com

64 Sheldrake Rd.
Au Sable Forks
New York 12912
Cell (518) 570-7202

Joy’s Renovations, Inc.
Ron Joy, President

P.O. Box 360
AuSable Forks, NY 12912

(518) 847-8240 Office
(518) 569-8239 Cell

rjoycontracting@yahoo.com
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