
AUSABLE ACRES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

AAPOA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

July 2, 2022 

Pete DeFina called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. There were thirty members in attendance.  

BOARD MEMBERS 

Pete DeFina, president, introduced the Board members: Knut Sauer, Allan Watnik, Bill 

Gibney, Karen Gibney,  Marilou Philips, Greg Karl, and Ian Ellbogen. Katy Bidelspach 

was absent 

A. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

The general meeting minutes of October 9, 2021, were approved 

B. TREASURER’S REPORT – Greg Karl 

a. Greg presented to the membership a hard copy of income and expenses for the 

past fiscal year.  

b. Greg highlighted that income exceeded expenditure by approximately $4,000.  

c. There was some discussion about allocating money for a community garden. The 

board agreed to consider that proposal in a future board meeting.  

d. Several people spoke about the need to put gravel in the area adjacent to Ausable 

Drive near the pavilion. The board said that the town would be contacted about 

the matter as it is under their authority. 

  

C. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Architectural Committee- Allan Watnik 

i. There were thirteen permits issued four new homes, two additions, three  

lot clearing and four sheds. 

ii. Allan reminded those in attendance that an AAPOA building permit will 

not be issued until the committee receives a copy of the lot owner’s Town 

of Jay building permit. 

iii. Allan also pointed that the there are a number of differences in the 

building requirements between the AAPOA and the Town. 

 

b. Membership – Pete DeFina 

i. There are 301 last year at this time 

 

c. Trails – Bill Gibney 

i. Bill told the membership that the conditions on the trails are in good shape 

ii. Bill mentioned that JKLN is exploring options to remedy problem with the 

drain on Lake Eaton possibly with the use of an auger 

 

d. Covenants and Restrictions Committee- Knut Sauer 

i. Knut told the membership that currently there are no new issues regarding 

the C&R’s. 

. 



D. PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Pete Defina 

i. Pete said he was kept quite busy keeping up with the large number of deed 

transfers.  

ii. The document entitled Know Before You Build has been emailed to over 200 

lot owners. 

iii. Pete spoke about the success of the First Friday events for the past 10 months 

and thanked Joan Schuelein for her dedication to the project. 

iv. Pete spoke about the vandalism to the bathrooms and tennis artea. Although 

they were considered minor, member were told to stay vigilant. 

v. Pete gave a brief history of AuSable Acres with respect to how the AAPOA 

came to be established and its legal obligations and covenants.  

vi. Pete spoke of the volunteers who were able to accommodate the needs of 

pickleball players at the tennis courts. 

 

E. ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS 

a. The membership elected: 

i. Position previously held by Bill Gibney – Bill Gibney for another term 

ii. Position previously held by Pete DeFina – Benoit Tonneau 

iii. Position previously held by Karen Gibney – Steve Albert 

 

F. OLD BUSINES 

a. Several members spoke of the outstanding work Pete DeFina did during his 

tenure as President of the Association. 

b. Knut presented to Pete a gift certificate from the Board for his work he has done 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. No now business was brought to the floor 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further discussion, a motion was made and seconded followed by a unanimous 

vote to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allan Watnik 

 


